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Get the lowdown on four key jibes, 
experience wave sailing off California's 
northern coastline, and find out what our test 
team thinks about the '88 high-wind slalom 
boards. 
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The New World of Windsurfin' 





I t used to be that whenever you got 
tired of your backyard sailing hole, 
you strapped your boards onto 
your roof racks, threw your gear in 
the back seat of your car, and 
headed for the Gorge. Or, if you really 
wanted to get away from it all, you 
packed your shortboard in a cardboard 
box, jumped on a plane, and took off for 
Maui. 

But just as almost everything else 
involved in this sport is becoming more 
advanced-from boards and equipment 
to boardhandling maneuvers-windsurf- 
ing travel opportunities are keeping 
pace. Gorge enthusiasts are now travel¬ 
ing to Baja; Maui-worshippers are head¬ 
ing to Aruba. If you’ve never experi- 
le fun and exhilaration of a 
|ing vacation, maybe this is the 
should. 

[sailing vacations are no longer 
;o diehards who don’t mind 
it in primitive conditions. The 


service to vacationers. Because it’s 
becoming so easy to rent boards and 
rigs, you no longer need to endure the 
hassles of traveling with equipment in 
order to enjoy a windsurfing vacation. 

Taking a windsurfing vacation can 
also provideyou with the opportunity to 
learn new skills in exotic locations. 
Hosting special clinics is becoming a 
trend among professional sailors; it 
gives them a chance to train in optimum 
conditions and share their knowledge 
with you. Sailors who have proven them¬ 
selves to be the best in the sport-like 
Rhonda Smith-Sanchez, Katie Griffith, 
Mike Waltze, Cort Larned, and Scott and 
Kathy Steele-are also making names for 
themselves as windsurfing instructors. 

And, most importantly, the cost of a 
windsurfing vacation can be very rea¬ 
sonable. In fact, if you’re in the habit of 
making an annual trip to a place like, say, 
Hawaii or the Bahamas, you’ll find that 
you can also enjoy windsurfing pleas- 
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Droblem s that have overshadowed 
windsurf' 1 ^ travel-equipment damaged 
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ures for about the same amount of 
money as you would spend on a non¬ 
windsurfing vacation. 

To keep pace with the growing popu¬ 
larity of windsurfing travel, we’ve up¬ 
dated the WindRider WindFinder sec¬ 
tion. In each issue, we’ll be covering the 
most visited windsurfing destinations 
and we’ll be introducing you to new 
areas that could turn out to be the Mauis 
and the Gorges of tomorrow. We’ll also 
be focusing on the events and clinics 
that can be the highlight of any windsurf¬ 
ing vacation. 

So make this the year to break away 
from that backyard sailing hole and dis¬ 
cover a whole new world of windsurfing! 
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PAIA SAILS MAUI 


ULTRA PROFILM SAILS 


convertible batten, they provide 
power and ease of handling. 

Designer Robert Karpovitch 
Sail Sizes: 3.6/4.0/4.4/4.9/5.6 
UP Ultra Profile Sails 
1020 Sherman Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06514 

PaTa, Sails, 42 Lae Place, PaTa, Hawaii 96779 


The Eskimo Sails are the product 
• of the collaboration between UP 
Sails and its research and develop¬ 
ment center on Maui, PaTa Sails. 
Lightweight and strong, they are 
designed for sailors who are look¬ 
ing for efficiency and ease in tran¬ 
sitions. Semi-soft sails with a 
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WindRider’s Hot in Saudi Arabia 

Like many others here in Saudi Arabia, 
I enjoy reading your magazine, which is 
smuggled into this country! (A normal 
subscription would never make it here; 
the censors would have a field day with 
the pictures.) 

We are located on the Red Sea, which 
offers excellent conditions for flat water 
windsurfing. Winds are mostly from the 
north and quite frequently in the force 
five to six range. The occasional sand 
storm will bring that up to six plus. The 
windsurfing community is from various 
parts of the world, with a very few Saudi 
nationals recently joining in. 

Being so far from the rest of the world, 
we have trouble finding some equipment 
and accessories. We would greatly 
appreciate it if you would honor this 
product info request. I will take the 
chance that the censors will only use 
their big black markers on the pictures 
and let the material go through. 

Mike Kontos 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

Jim Drake: Pros and Cons 

Jim Drake, I applaud you for your criti¬ 
cal role in bringing about this wonderful 
new sport and way of life called windsurf¬ 
ing. And I thank you for your comment 
(November/December 1987) that “too 
much emphasis is placed on narrow 
aspects of the sport. This is really a 
whole family action sport..." I couldn't 
agree more—what a rush to see kids 
sharing a sport with their families and 
having the time of their lives! I only wish 
you’d come up with it 10 years earlier... 
then maybe I wouldn’t be extending my 
childhood into my thirties! Thanks again 
for the greatest water sport in the world. 

Wendy Thomson 

Fort Walton Beach, Florida 

I enjoy your magazine famously but I 
cannot put this issue on my store’s shelf 
for the slander which was published in 
the Jim Drake article. 

I cannot express the hurt I felt while 
reading his interview. I am very sorry 
that facts, correct credit, and a sense of 
gratitude are not shared for the man who 
las spent 20 years of his life dedicated to 
a sport—to the creation of a sport. I am 
not denying Jim was a co-inventor but it 
nnde there. 


press get shafted as a result because it 
leaves the door wide open for those who 
wish to make up their own facts. At least I 
know where sailboarding came from; 
that leaves everyone else at the mercy of 
your pen. 

Let’s keep up the good board reviews, 
sailing shots, and beautiful photography. 

Tara Schweitzer 
Windsurfing West 
Marina Del Ray, California 

Ed’s Note Our original intention was to run 
interviews with Jim Drake and Hoyle 
Schweitzer side by side. Mr Schweitzer 
declined the opportunity to be interviewed 

Tack Strap 

Come on WindRider\ 

Come on Tom James! 

How do you expect anybody to take 
your magazine seriously if you print mis¬ 
information?! Your San Francisco World 
Cup report (Nov/Dec issue) said, 
“Without a doubt, though, the big news in 
sails is the addition of a twist control tack 
strap. Gaastra and Neil Pryde’s racing 
sails at San Francisco added the feature, 
and naturally North picked it up as well.” 
I invented the Twist Control Strap in Jan¬ 
uary 1986. The Twist Control Strap was 
used on all of our North ’87 production 
race and wave sails. One full year of skep¬ 
ticism and criticism passed before Pryde 
and Gaastra “picked it up.” 

If a journalist copies another journal¬ 
ist, he is charged with plagiarism. Unfor¬ 
tunately, sailmakers do not have the 
same copy protections. We are, however, 
satisfied when the windsurfing public 
knows who is coming up with the innova¬ 
tions. Your article denied us that. Pryde 
and Gaastra must be chuckling in their 
boots. 

David Ezzy 

North Sails/David Ezzy Design Center 
Maui, Hawaii 

Cmon, Dave, you know me better than that. In 
an effort to exploit the fact that your develop¬ 
ment was being copied, the wording somehow 
got switched around between my computer 
and the typesetter. Believe me, I was as dis¬ 
gusted as you must have been. Please accept 
my apologies, and check this issue's "Sail 
Aspects" article for a proper account of the 
twist control strap. —*Tom James. O 


WindRider welcomes comments from 
our readers. Send letters to WindRider % 
PO Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. All 






















Only a year ago, Ultra's wok off on 
their meteoric rise. Now they are world 
champion. This means simply that the 
shapes and technologies of these boards 
are clearly superior to anything else on 
the water. 

Fanatic Ultra's - Top Notch Equipment 
for Professionals and Amateurs. 

Ultra Cat- the most successful pro¬ 
duction raceboard of the funboard race 
season of1986/87. Ultra Bee - lightening 
fast slalom board which has proven itself 
also on the speed strip. Ultra Boa - the 
radical wave board of surf sailors with a 
history of top places in wave sailing 
competitions. 

At the 1987 Funboard World Cham- 
pionships held in Skanor, Sweden, Fanatic 


THE ULTRAS ARE WINNING 

First Place: Funboard World Championships 1986 
Overall Women/Andrea Hoeppner, 

Ultra Cat/Ultra Bee 

FirstPlace: Australian IntTSpeed Week 1987 
Production Boards/Knut Bentien, 

Ultra Bee 

FjrstPjacei Marui O'Neill Championship '87 

Wave Riding/Cesare Cantagalli, Ultra Boa 
FirstPlace: World Cup Japan 1987 

Slalom/Maui Meyer. Ultra Boa 
First Place: British Funboard Cup 1987 

Overall/Dave Perks. Ultra Cat/'Ultra Bee 
Fjrsl Place: Funboard World Championship 1987 
Overall/Dave Perks, Ultra Cat/Ultra Bee 
Fjrsl P/iFfh. Funboard World Championship 1987 
Course Racing/Dave Perks, 

Ultra Cat/Ultra Bee 

Fjrst Place ; Funboard World Championship 1987 
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Pan Am Games, Gaastra Develops Rig-Testii 


US Team Gets the Gold at Pan/Am 
Games 

M aking a strong showing 
on their way to the ’88 
Olympics, the US Sailing 
Team won six gold medals at the 
1987 Pan American Games, held 
August 8 through 18 on Lake 
Michigan. The Games, sponsored 
by the Michigan City Sports 
Corporation, drew 90 sailors 
from North and South America. 

US sailors took first place in 
both boardsailing divisions, 
securing two of the team’s six 
gold medals. Kathy Steele of Fort 
Pierce, Florida, posted a perfect 
score and beat four Division II 
women competitors. The 
Canadian and Puerto Rican 
women’s teams followed in 
second and third respectively. 

US Boardsailing Team member 
Mike Gebhardt of Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida, topped out a 
13-board fleet in the men’s class. 
The Argentinean team placed 
second and the Canadian team 
finished third. 

Other US team winners 
included snipe sailor Dave 
Chapin assisted by Robert 
Lindley. Star-class sailors Vince 
Brun and Hugo Schreiner shared 
the gold medal with the Canadian 
team, while Chris Larson took 
home the gold in the 15-boat 
Laser fleet. Soling sailors John 
Kostecki, Will Baylis, and Bob 
Billingham took first in five out 
of seven races to win their gold 
medal. 

Team leader Mike Schoettle 
of Rolling Hills, California, 
remarked that the Pan American 
Games allowed sailors to 
prepare for similar competition 
at the upcoming Olympic Games 
in Seoul, Korea. “Though not all 
of our Olympic class sailed in the 
Pan Am Games, the event 
allowed the US Sailing Team to 
test themselves against tough 
competition in preparation for 
Seoul ’88. The non-Olympic 
classes were equally impressive, 
and wp ran ho 



Naish, Boyer Filmed by Athletes 
AgainstDrugAbuse 


R obby Naish and Jill Boyer 
recently teamed up with 
Athletes Against Drug 
Abuse to film a public service 
announcement (PSA) warning 
TV viewers about the hazards 
of drug use. The PSA is the first 
produced by the non-profit 
organization with the help of the 
American Boardsailing Industry 
Association (ABIA), which 
funded the completion of the 
project. It will be distributed 
nationally to television stations 
in four commercial-length 
segments of 10,20,30, and 60 
seconds. Athletes Against Drug 
Abuse plans to film additional 
announcements with top athletes 
from other popular sports, such 
as surfing, boxing, beach 
volleyball, and the martial arts. 
Athletes Against Drug Abuse 






















ig Device, Wilson Fins Becomes Hyperform 


because “this sport has been 
unsullied by the drug tragedies 
that have touched so many other 
sports.” The organization also 
felt that the main characteristics 
of boardsailing—grace, strength, 
and athletic skill—would 
reinforce its message of vitality 
through a drug-free lifestyle. 

Regarding his involvement 
with Athletes Against Drug 
Abuse, spokesperson Robby 
Naish commented, “These days 
it seems like everyone is talking 
about drugs. It’s pretty easy as a 
kid to simply shrug it off. But I’ve 
seen too many people messed up 
by casual drug use. 1 simply don’t 
do it. You can have a great time 
straight." 

Contributions to Athletes 
Against Drug Abuse are tax 
deductible and can be sent to 
30101 Town Center Drive, Suite 
100, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677. 
Contributors of $100 or more will 
receive a video containing all 

four of the Nateh-Rnver P^A 


Aquata Marketing GAL Seamless 
Boards 


O ne of the newest innova¬ 
tions in board design to hit 
the windsurfing market in 
’88 is Aquata’s Great Advantage 
Line (GAL). According to Aquata, 
the epoxy-carbon designs with¬ 
out seams are ding-resistant. 

GAL boards are white with a 
fluorescent color scheme. 
Polystyrene is molded around 
the polyurethane core, and 
epoxy is impregnated into the 
board. The epoxy resin is 
absorbed by the polystyrene 
and penetrates 1/8 inch into the 
polyurethane foam. Carbon fiber 
stringers are laid the entire 
length of the board, and a gelcoat 
finish completes the package. 
This molded/heat process 
eliminates air bubbles, and the 
unique seamless construction 
rules out delamination. 

Aquata’s 360 is the heaviest 
board in the GAL line; it weighs 
33 pounds and has 185 liters of 
flotation. It has a double-concave 
bottom shape, making it ideal for 
beginners and intermediates, 
says Aquata. Aquata’s lightest 
board—the 265—is a wave board 
that weighs 19 pounds and has 
90 liters of flotation. 

For more information on 
Aquata’s GAL line, contact 
Aquata USA, PO Box 3606, 
Broadway Station, Newport, 

RI02840; 401-849-9601 or 
800-252-6667 (outside Rhode 
Island). 
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Amateur Group Crosses Missouri On 
Sailboard 

O n Saturday, September 19, 

1987, five boardsailors 
landed at the base of the 
Gateway Arch in St. Louis, 
completing their quest to 
become the first to windsurf 
acrossthestate. 

The crossing was the brain¬ 
child of 40-year-old Marty 
Roberts, who approached 
members of the Sans Souci 
Sailboard Club with his idea. 
After over a month of prepara¬ 
tion, the team—Paul Clardy, 
Farshid (Fash) Hoorfar, Bill 
Kinser, Marty Roberts, and 
Walt Wiercinski—set sail from 
La Benite Park in Kansas City. 
About 100 curious onlookers 
gathered to see the sailors off. 

By the end of the first day, the 
group arrived at Lexington, 
Missouri, after proceeding only 
35 miles—40 miles short of their 
original goal. Their progress had 
been hampered by the light to 
non-existent winds. The disap¬ 
pointing conditions continued 
into the second day, when Walt 
Wiercinski temporarily dropped 
out due to severe knee pain; his 
sister, Barbara, jumped on his 
board and sailed the rest of the 
day. Day two was also highlighted 
by “The Fall of Bill Kinser”; 

Kinser had sailed for almost 
two days and 53 miles before 
tumbling off his board. 

Poor weather continued 
throughout the third day, and a 
thunderstorm that had produced 
80 mph winds in Kansas City the 
day before caught up with the 
sailors. The opportunity to take 
advantage of the high winds was 
offset by severe lightning and 
rain. When visibility was reduced 
to 10 feet, the sailors decided to 
stop in Glascow after covering 
only 37 miles, and promptly 
retreated to the Fish Beak 
Saloon. Because the Coast Guard 
had been notifying boaters about 
the group's crossing, many of the 
bar's patrons had heard about 

tho laam *»nrl mara iroarlw In traHo 


One tall tale described a barge 
so big that it lowered the 
Missouri’s water level by more 
than five feet as it traveled up 
river. While the size of the 
fictional barge may have been 
exaggerated, the dangers 
resulting from the standard 
barges on the Missouri River 
were very real. Whenever a barge 
passed, the wake and turbulence 
were so bad that the sailors had 
to get completely off the river 
and wait for up to 45 minutes 
until they could safely continue 
their journey. 

The team members had hoped 
to finish their trip in five days, 
but found themselves only half¬ 
way at the end of day five, in 
Jefferson City, the Missouri state 
capital. The next day, they all 
agreed, would have to be good in 
order for them to finish the trip. 

Fortunately, the wind 
cooperated and blew between 
10 and 20 mph, allowing the team 
to sail a record 75 miles. Landing 
in Washington, Missouri, the 
team was greeted by the local 
yacht club and escorted to the 
nearby pub to celebrate. 

Light winds plagued the 
seventh day, and the group made 
it to St. Charles, another 40 miles 
up river. Exhausted by days of 
sailing, bored by the constant 
view of green trees and brown 
water, and exasperated with the 
erratic elements, the team 
considered calling it quits. Paul 
Clardy finally convinced the 
group to continue the journey, 
reminding them they would be 
sailing on the Mississippi River 
the next day—an experience no 
one wanted to miss! 

With only 27 miles left in the 
journey, the sailors left early the 
next morning. Despite a series of 
complications, Bill Kinser and 
Marty Roberts reached the base 
of the Gateway Arch in St. Louis 
at 4:30 p.m. with the other 
members of the team close 
behind. 

Walt Wiercinski completed 
202 miles of the trip even with 
constant knee pain, and Bill 
Ifincpr cailprl nil hut 14 miles 


of carpal tunnel syndrome so 
severe that he lost all feeling in 
his hands. Fash Hoorfar, who 
had taken up boardsailing only 
four months before the trip, had 
to be towed to keep up with the 
others the first few days, but was 
pleased to see his skills improve 
during the eight-day adventure. 

The team was understandably 
proud of its accomplishment, 
although Roberts joked that his 
recollections of the escapade 
would be stored next to his 
memories of Marine boot camp. 
The group admitted that after 
this adventure, quiet cruising 
back in Kansas City would be 
welcomed by all. 

Wilson Fins to Become Hyperform 

W ilson Fins announced a 
name change for its line 
of high performance 
saiboard fins. Hyperform will 
replace Wilson Fins as the 
brand name of its fins and in 
its advertising. The company 
name will become Wilson Fin 
Company. The change will avoid 
Wilson Fins being confused with 
any products of the Wilson 
Sporting Goods Co., owners of 
the trademark “Wilson." The 
name change also reflects the 
evolution of Wilson Fins into a 
diverse company providing the 
performance-minded sailor 
with innovative products. The 
Hyperform name will be a 
federally and state registered 
trademark of the Wilson Fin 
Company. 

Tendonitis at the list: 
DeQuervain’sStenosing 
Tenosynovitis 

D eQuervain’s stenosing 
tenosynovitis is more than 
a tongue-twister; it’s an 
“overuse” injury that can affect 
boardsailors who use their 
thumbs to forcefully power-grip 
their booms for prolonged 
periods. When stenosing 
tenosynovitis strikes, the thumb 
tendons and their synovial 
(lubricating) envelopes become 
inflamed within a constricting 
fibrous tunnel. 

The tendons that straighten 
the thumb and pull it away from 
the hand are thick in the far part 
of the forearm but become more 
slender as they pass through a 
tunnel toward the bones of the 
hand. When a sailor frequently 
flexes his thumb as he power- 
grips his boom, he repeatedly 
drives the thicker portions of 
these tendons through the 


forces that are generated from 
extreme power-gripping cause 
repeated swelling within the 
tunnel and a progressively 
painful choking of the tendons. 

In extreme cases of stenosing 
tenosynovitis, the sailor will feel 
severe pain on the thumb-side 
of his wrist every time he moves 
his thumb. In most cases, he will 
notice aching or burning wrist 
discomfort as he tries to perform 
simple tasks, like grasping 
objects or opening jars. 

To test for stenosing 
tenosynovitis, clasp your thumb 
by closing your fingers over it, 
then use your other hand to bend 
your fist toward the little-finger 
side of the wrist. The test is 
positive if this causes marked 
discomfort over the area where 
the thumb meets the wrist (see 
illustration). 



Rest is the most beneficial 
initial treatment. A well-padded 
splint—one that extends from 
mid-forearm to the thumb tip 
and holds the wrist in 30 degrees 
of extension, with the thumb in 
line with the forearm—can be 
very helpful when worn for a 
week to 10 days. Afterwards, 
sponge-squeezing exercises, 
done by gently squeezing a 
sponge in warm soapy water 
for a few minutes, should be 
initiated. The splint should be 
worn at night for an additional 
week. 

Non-steroidal anti-inflam¬ 
matory medicines (NSAIDS) may 
also be helpful, and a steroid 
injection, very carefully placed 
between tendon and tunnel by a 
specialist, can often give lasting 
relief, although this practice is 
somewhat controversial. Many 
surgeons bypass injections and 
release the choked tendon by 
making an incision through the 
tunnel while the patient is under 
local anesthesia. The sailor then 
wears a splint for a few days and 
performs a series of hand and 
wrist exercises that gradually 
increase in difficulty the next 
week. In most cases, he would be 
able to return to sailing within 
two to three weeks of surgery. 

Of course, developing good 
sailing technique is the best way 
to prevent stenosing tenosyn¬ 
ovitis. When sailing, remember: 
the thumb should not be used for 
gripping the boom—it is simply 
not necessary for maintaining 
a stable grip. By Dr. Robert 
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Gaastra’s ADTR: Sail Design 

G aastra’s latest innovation 
is the Aerodynamic Test 
Rig (ADTR), which enables 
its designers to qualify test 
results in a scientific and logical 
manner. 

*‘Sailmaking gets to a point 
where even your best guess and 
experience fail and become 
unreliable," comments ADTR 
inventor Jeff Magnan. “That’s 
why Gaastra built the ADTR. 

It takes almost all the guess work 
out of testing and lets us know 
exactly where we are and where 
we are going. Sail designs from 
Gaastra’s R & D department are 
tested on the ADTR and com¬ 
bined with feedback gained 
from the world’s top racers. It's 
by far the most comprehensive 
testing in the industry.” 

With the ADTR, Gaastra says 
its sail designers can produce 
designs with unprecedented 
accuracy because the testing 
device makes it possible to 
simulate and record all the 
conditions a designer may never 
attain. The computerized ADTR 
takes seven different readings at 
a rate of 30 to 40 times per second 
to record the performance of 
each design. At the same time, 
a remote-controlled camera 
records what the sails look like 


as readings are made. Gaastra 
has the ability to test the effects 
of different batten tapers, masts, 
tuning, seam shapes, and much 
more. This makes it easier to pin¬ 
point by camera and computer 
exactly where trouble spots lie. 

It also ensures that Gaastra 
designers know what “fast” looks 
like. Says Magnan, “The ADTR 
doesn’t lie. We can see the wind 
range of a sail and determine 
exactly how it will perform on 


the water." 

The ADTR can measure a 
sail’s performance and stability 
characteristics from its slowest 
operating speeds up to the VNE 
(velocity never exceeded) limit, 
where it is no longer possible to 
control the sail. For example, a 
VNE of 40 knots means the sail 
will never be able to exceed an 
apparent wind speed of 40 knots. 

The ADTR’s four load cell 
devices measure lift, drag, 


pitching moment and heeling 
moment. Impulses from these 
devices plus a steady read-out 
of air speed, sweep angle, and 
angle of attack are fed into the 
computer. 

“The ADTR is now defining 
how sails perform, which ones 
are better and why," Magnan 
claims. “The expense has been 
considerable, both in terms of 
time and money, but it allows 
Gaastra to improve sails in a 
way and at a rate that no other 
sailmaker can hope to match." 

IM/MiFly Sweepstakes 

S herman, set the Wayback 
Machine for spring of 1987, 
when we held the WindRider/ 
HiFIy Sweepstakes! Here are the 
lucky prize winners and a list of 
their loot: 

First Prize: Joe Williams of 
Brownwood, Texas, is now the 
proud owner of an ’87 HiFIy 
Supernova, with precision 
handling, early planing, and 
great upwind performance. 

We know our first prize winner 
will get his fair share of high 
speed sailing on this sensational 
board. Congrats, Joe! 

Second Prize Mistral’s 
Tropical Hurricane Drysuit is 
now warming up to second prize 
winner William Strachan of 
















MARCH 1988 


Concord, New Hampshire. You 
can bet this guy from the cold 
northeast will be extending his 
sailing seasons every year, 
thanks to this drysuit’s 
heavy-duty, made-to-take-it 
construction. Good going, dude! 

Third Prize: Four sailors took 
third prizes: Fred Klinge of 
Bradenton, Florida; Ed Wheeler 
of Fairfield, Connecticut; Jeremy 
Myers of Ransomville, New York; 
and John Stringfield of Waco, 
Texas. Each now sports a trendy 
pair of Vuarnet Nautilux sun¬ 
glasses and nifty Naystays. A 
round of applause for our third 
prize guys! 

Congratulations to all our 
winners, and thanks to all those 
who entered from the staff 
members of WindRider and 
HiFly! 

Mark Angulo Joins Seatrend Team 

S eatrend, Inc., has announced 
the signing of 19-year-old 
Mark Angulo of Maui as a 
pro team rider. Angulo has been 
sailing for four years and has 
placed in the top 10 in every 
wave event he has entered, 
making fourth position or 
better within the last two 
years. He finished first in the 
’86 Maui Grand Prix, the ’86 


Sony Invitational, and the 
Jalama Beach and Waddell 
Supersessions in ’87. Off the 
race course, Angulo is known 
for his explosive style in the 
waves and recognized as the 
inventor of the “Gu Screw” 
and many other maneuvers. 

According to Seatrend 
spokesman Mel Norrbom, “Mark 
parallels the way we feel as a 
company. As a high performance 
sailboard manufacturer, we like 
to continually strive to be the 
leading edge in design and 
technology. We feel that Mark 
represents us perfectly in this 
light. In addition, Mark’s close 
work with his father, Ed Angulo, 
at Seatrend’s Maui R & D facility 
accelerates feedback in design, 
allowing Seatrend to continue to 
be at the forefront of innovation 
and competitiveness.” 

USBA Elects New Officers 

T he United States Board¬ 
sailing Association (USBA) 
held its first Board of 
Directors meeting of the new 
term in New York City on 
December 1,1987. The following 
officers were elected to one-year 
terms: Ken Winner, President; 
Rich Jeffries, Vice President; Dan 
Mangus, Secretary; Nancy 
Crowell,Treasurer. In addition, 


as provided for in the bylaws, 
Rich Jeffries was appointed as 
the USBA delegate to the USYRU 
(United States Yacht Racing 
Union). At this time, the USBA 
operates under the auspices of 
the USYRU. Platt Johnson has 
been retained as Executive 
Director. 

The USBA changed its bylaws 
so that future elections will 
guarantee geographic repre¬ 
sentation on the Board of 
Directors. In addition, the 
USBA will seek to increase 
its membership through its 
association with local sail¬ 
board associations. The board 
recognizes that most people 
prefer to join just one 
organization, not two or three. 

To that end, it is working to make 
the USBA an organization of 
associations, rather than an 
organization of individuals, and 
will be offering a 50 percent 
reduction in basic membership 
rates to members of existing 
organizations as well as to those 
who join through their local 
associations. The USBA will 
assist local groups by providing 
information on regatta planning, 
promotion of the sport, legal 
matters, access issues, and 
technical concerns. 

The board established five 
committees to help the USBA 


achieve its goals: the Competi¬ 
tion Committee will be in charge 
of all matters relating to racing, 
scoring, judging, ranking, and 
scheduling; the Water Access/ 
Safety Committee will concern 
itself with general sailing issues, 
safety, insurance, municipal 
relations, and politics; and the 
Promotion Committee will be in 
charge of all matters relating to 
promotion of the sport. The two 
other committees, which consist 
only of board-appointed mem¬ 
bers, are a Finance Committee 
and a Nominating Committee. 

At the December meeting, the 
board also grappled with such 
issues as the adoption of the 
WBA (World Boardsailing 
Association) racing rules and 
future modifications to those 
rules; the creation of a ranking 
system for competitors; and 
planned interaction with the 
newly-formed professional 
sailors’ association, created to 
replace the WBA as organizer 
of World Cup events. 

For further information on the 
USBA and its programs, call the 
USBA at 401-849-5200, or write 
to Platt Johnson, USBA, Box 209, 
Newport, RI02840. Basic mem¬ 
berships are $20, associations 
may join for $50, dealerships 
may join for $100, and corporate 
members may join for $500. O 



When you’re riding the rails, you’d 
better be wearing serious sportsglasses. 
Carrera Surf Gliders. 

Their polarized lenses protect your 
eyes from the glare of sunlight 
off the water. 

Their big shield shape 
lets you see clearly in all 
directions. Their snug fit and 
safety strap keep the water out. 
Carrera Surf Gliders are 
lightweight, durable. And, just in 
case, they even float. 

Try a pair. Because, if you go like 
the wind, you have to see everything 
under the sun. 
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The Da Kine Family 


By Arleone Dibben-Young 

A lthough Da Kine, Inc., will gross 
two million dollars this year, Rob 
Kaplan still considers his boom¬ 
ing company to be a modest busi¬ 
ness with a family-style atmo¬ 
sphere. Each of his two factories has 30 
employees, who are treated as if they 
were kin. 

And then there is his wife, Margaret. 
Can a husband and wife work together? 
Obviously, the answer is yes. “For a grow¬ 
ing company, she’s a big asset,” Rob com¬ 
ments about his art director wife. “She’s a 
very talented lady.” 

Rob’s introduction to the lifestyle 
industry began in a roundabout manner. 
After graduating from college with a 
degree in industrial arts, he moved to 
Guam with some friends and took a job 
teaching physical education. But soon he 
“got a real job” running his own automo¬ 
bile repair business. “Then I shifted to 
footwear,” he laughs. “Though I’d been 
around surfing, my sandals were pretty 
much the introduction to what I’m doing 
right now. It ties into today, because we 
were one of the few companies making 
nylon strap zorries.” That was in 1975. 

With a factory in Taiwan and a partner 
acting as a marketing arm in Honolulu, 
Rob’s sandal business expanded quickly. 
“Then a friend had a new idea for a surf 
leash,” he recalls. So began Da Kine. “We 
looked around the islands for a place to 
open a factory, and settled on Maui.” Rob 
made the move, and production began in 
1979. “Little did I know that it was setting 
me up to be in the right place at the right 
time when sailboarding came along. 

“I was totally into surfing, especially at 
Hookipa,” Rob says, which is where he 
met Mike Waltze and Fred Haywood. 
“These guys needed new products that 
weren’t even invented yet,” he recalls. At 
that time, ideas and feedback were given 
freely. Adjustable footstraps came first, 
then mast pads and harnesses. “Every¬ 
thing was happening so fast .. . and I 
wasn’t even sailing yet!” 

Initially, Da Kine footstraps were man¬ 
ufactured strictly to maintain cash flow. 
Sailboards Maui, Inc., had an exclusive 
arrangement to sell 5,000 straps the first 
year. “I had no idea there was a phe¬ 
nomenon occurring until the Europeans 
started coming in and saying, ‘You guys 
are Da Kine, and you’re famous!’ It was 
exciting to us. People would also come in 
for custom bags; you name it, we built 


met Margaret on a return visit to Guam, 
and she joined the Da Kine team. “I see us 
growing slowly and steadily over the 
next 20 years," Rob says. The potential of 
Da Kine is enormous, especially in cross¬ 
over markets. “We still do the surf stuff, 
softwear, and gear bags. And we’ll con¬ 
tinue to improve all our products.” 

As Da Kine expanded, Rob brought 
more people on bo'ard, not only to keep 
time for himself and his family but for 
guidance. “I just formed a corporation 
and hired a controller. I didn’t realize 
how little I knew about corporate struc¬ 
ture until now. Maybe I’ll have to go back 
to school,” he jokes. 



Rob and Margaret Kaplan met in Guam but built 
their family and their business in Maui. 


Opening Da Kine’s second factory—at 
Hood River—made it possible to expand 
Da Kine and provide more products. Rob 
explains, “We didn’t have enough prod¬ 
ucts to support the orders, and it was too 
expensive to ship from Maui to our dis¬ 
tributors. The cost of doing business in 
Maui is much higher than anywhere else 
in the US, but I feel we need to stay here 
because of our image. It’s only feasible 
because we’re already set up and can ser¬ 
vice our dealers here at home.” The Hood 
River addition has enabled Da Kine to 
grow from servicing three countries to 
properly maintaining 16 foreign-country 
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accelerated a natural progression." 

Gear bags, carried over from the com¬ 
pany’s inception, became one of Da 
Kine’s major sales products. However, 
with the introduction of Asian goods into 
the US market, the bags are now consid¬ 
ered a weak point in the company. Rob 
may establish a third factory in the Far 
East to be competitive, but although it is 
almost cost prohibitive to make the bags 
in the US, he still hesitates to make the 
move. Sensitive to good craftsmanship, 
he justifies his reasoning by explaining, 
“In Japan, everyone is used to owning 
bags made in Asia, and they don’t see 
anything wrong with them. I look at an 
Asian bag and see that it’s not as good as 
ours. Our stuff is very colorful and 
unique, because it’s made in Hawaii. 

“As the sport progresses, we’re seeing 
a lot of skiers coming on board,” he says. 
It’s another potential cross-over market 
in Da Kine’s bag division. “There is a lot of 
controversy right now about which 
direction the sport is headed.” Da Kine’s 
new customers are youthful, employed 
individuals in the 24-to-40-year-old age 
group, and many are currently involved 
in other sports like mountain biking and 
skiing. “They want to be involved in 
windsurfing because it looks exciting. 

“There used to be a mystique about Da 
Kine being only for high performance 
sailors,” observes Rob, but now Da Kine 
is acquiring a more general market. 
“We’re always looking for new ways to 
diversify, although windsurfing is our 
main line, and we don’t want to take any¬ 
thing away from that.” 

Rob waited until the windsurfing wave 
was well on its way before starting to sail. 
He didn’t take much time off, so it wasn’t j 
until about 1982 that he actually started 
having fun sailing. “I really like my work, 
so I don’t want to be hanging around 
Hookipa every day,” he says. “But I also 
like to sail for a couple of hours every day 
whenever possible.” He, Margaret, and 
their two sons live near Kuau Cove, 
where the windsurfing equipment stays 
rigged all the time. Even though Rob likes 
to go home in the afternoon and sail, he 
rarely leaves his work on the beach. 
“While I’m out, I’m running new products 
through my mind,” he says with a grin. 
“And when I think of the future, it’s 
scary!” O 

Arleone Dibben-Young writes about windsurf¬ 
ing from her home in Kahului, Maui. Her latest 
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INTERMEDIATE TIP 



Rigging in Tight Quarters 


By Jerry Percival 

T he following article contains vau- 
able information pertainmg 
million dollar sailboard lottery. 
Read carefully and you will under¬ 
stand how you may /nia'^ Jh.s 
article is on safe rigging—that s a clew. 

Making your way into hign-perior 
mance sfilboarding can be jg* 
inc experience, especially the first time 
vouTy "o rig your sail on a windy, 
crowded beach. Knowing the nghts and 
wrongs on rigging your new equipment 
S te very beneficial. both insavins 
money and avoiding injury. By taking the 
following precautions, you can be 
assured of longer lasting equipment, 
avoiding injury due to carelessness, an 
of earning the respect of other sailors 
around you. 


position to attach ^°^ a (°hehorizontai 

SSKS'"- Wi,,be 

"S^S^eyour— 

booms havTdiffe'rent way^of^tta^ching, 

XdlmeTWith your 
boom attached to your mast but still 
the folded position, adjust it to tn 
desired height. Do this with the rig on the 
ground. There are good reasons not to 

stand the sail unrigged. First, the sail wil 

flap uncontrollably, delaminating th 
mylar at an accelerated rate, and, sec¬ 
ond, there may be loose dirt or sand on 
the sail that could drill someone m the 


Now you can downhaul your sail. Some 
sails are tough to downhaul because of 
the high tension loads involved. If this is 
true with your sail, tie a bowline knot on 
your downhaul line and hook into your 
harness. With your foot against the mast 
base, lean back and extend your leg, 
downhauling the sail. This will save your 
hands from calluses and your back from 
torque. 

Fine Tuning 

Most sails are designed with the shape 
and power built lower and the top of sail 
tapering flatter. 1 find it ideal to rig my 
sails with the lower battens positioned 
RAF (tight in the pockets), with top bat¬ 
tens pulling back from the mast just a 


If at all possible, park your car in an 
area where it's the least windy. This will 
not only make it easier for you to unload, 
but to rig and derig as well. 

Untie the leeward strap on your racks 
first.This will enableyou to use the wind¬ 
ward strap as an aid when unloading 
alone. Never—and l repeat—never leave 
your rooftop equipment unattended in 
the wind. That could be the most 
regretted and expensive second of your 
life! 

Rigging 

Now that you have safely unloaded 
your gear, it’s time to rig. After choosing 
the sail size, gather the equipment that 
you will be using, and only that equip¬ 
ment, and take it to your rigging spot. 
Popular areas will be crowded enough. 
Try not to use more space than you will 
need. 

Position yourself at the windward end 
of your rigging spot and unravel your 
sail. Make certain that your sail is low to 
the ground, with the foot of the sail to 
windward. (Get in the habit of rolling 
your sails up from the tip to the foot when 
derigging. By doing this, you can easily 
grasp the foot of the sail and unravel it 
foot to windward.) If you must leave your 
equipment at this time, place a heavy 
object on the foot of the sail so that it 
doesn’t get carried with the wind. 

Next, carefully insert the mast into the 
mast sleeve. Adjust your universal 
accordingly and slip it in the base of the 
mast. Lightly downhaul your sail. Too 
much downhaul at this point will eventu¬ 
ally ruin the sail and the sail shape. No 
downhaul at all may not give you a proper 
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face. (This is where a person shows con¬ 
sideration.) To avoid future uncertainty 
of boom height, mark your mast with a 
permanent marker or a piece of duct 
tape. This gives you hassle-free boom 
adjustment the next time you sail. 

You are now ready to collapse your 
booms to the clew of the sail. If your 
booms are too tight, you will hear a horri¬ 
fying sound and you’ll be spending the 
following hour in search of the best deal 
on a new mast. (Masts are not warranted 
against breakage caused by a too-tight 
boom.) This will probably happen only 
once in your lifetime, because you’ll 
learn real fast just how tight you can 
attach your booms. If you should hear a 
lot of creaking while collapsing your 
booms, go back and loosen the inhaul 
just a bit. Remember, a little makes a big 
difference. 

Now, outhaul your sail. Most sails will 
indicate boom and luff lengths. These 
measurements are taken with the sail 
lying flat on the floor, so it is safe to 
assume that the actual boom length will 
be shorter than specified. You will find 
the luff length to be very close to the 
stated measurements. 



hair. Not enough downhaul will leave the 
luff with wrinkles and the battens pro¬ 
truding out of the mast sleeve. Too much 
downhaul will not allow the sail to rotate. 
Practice; you'll find the right spot 

Finally, secure all lines s0 tha L u 
don't come loose on the water. Check 
every so often to see that your , 
straps, harness lines, and so 
tightly fastened and in working 
Now you’re set—safe and easy " d ' 

Being safe and considerate will ear^ 

you respect on and off the wate • ^ 

ous and inconsiderate P e °P e a - t be; 
monly referred to as “kooks”! Don t be 

k °So what did this article hav * 
winning a million dollar sa.lboardfo 
tery? Absolutely nothing, bu « lt ? \ 

ing got you to read the artic e ’ neV . But 
guess everyone’s a sucker for ^ oU t 
1 do hope you learned somet 1 8 nt 
safety, because it really is an P q 
part of an enjoyable sailing ses _ __J.—^ 

Jerry Percival, a professional ^f^.^his tin k’ 

from Seattle, Washington, noivd DonS ored 

between Maui and the Gorge. He d ur fing, 

by Surf Engineering, Hood River 
DaKine Hawaii, and Terzo sport r • .«£ 
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Simmer Style Sails 
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INNOVATIONS 


By Tom James 


Z Booms: An Alternate to 
Conventional Booms 


Z Boom Z Boom, sha na na na na na. 
sha nanananaZ Boom Z Boom.., 
Some people find it hard to get 
used to the new style of bend 
found in Z Booms, but that wasn’t 
the problem for me. I had trouble getting 
used to my friends singing that “sha 
boom" song around me while I was rig¬ 
ging up. 

Z Booms are new to us Yanks, but Down 
Under, they are quite common and have 
been for the last fewyears. Z Booms, pro¬ 
duced by Hydrodynamics in Australia 
and distributed here by Murrays Marine, 
are unique in a number of ways. 

First and foremost is the patented 
bend. Zeds, as they call them Down 
Under.are bent on two planes: horizontal 
and vertical. The vertical component, 
which is what the front hand holds, is the 
big difference. Rather than holding your 
front hand in an abducted (overhand) or 
adducted (underhand) position like you 
would on conventional booms, Z Booms 
require the front grip to be dorsiflexed— 
the way you hold a mug of beer. 

This grip, according to the company, 
provides “a more natural, comfortable, 
powerful, and efficient forehand posi¬ 
tion." This is especially true, I presume, if 
you drink a lot of beer like they do in Aus¬ 
tralia. The back hand retains normal 
positioning as on a flat boom. 

In addition to the new bend, Hydrody¬ 
namics has engineered some other inter¬ 
esting features into the boom. Obviously, 
you can't just take a tube and bend it 
around a keg to make a Z Boom. To avoid 
metal fatigue, Hydrodynamics bends 
their booms in a softened state (using 
6061 alloy in a softened T4 stage, and 
then allowing it to age to T6 through sev¬ 
eral hours of heating at around 200 
degrees Celsius). Th is, they say, does not 
stress the material like cold bending 
does, and produces superior fatigue 
and fracture resistance. Furthermore, 
Z booms come with a heatseamed grip, 
which reduces peeling, and high-shear 
plastic adjustment pins, which do not 
react with aluminum boom bodies like 
stainless steel pins do. 

Z Booms telescope up to 50 cm per size 
and are available in three body sizes, 
each with the position of the Z and width 
of the boom proportioned to the length. 
Another interesting feature is that the 
adjustment holes are completely cov¬ 
ered over by the grip, thus making the 
booms completely sand and watertight, 
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And, finally, there is the new no-tie 
front boom end, which is about as inno¬ 
vative as boom ends can get. Hydrody¬ 
namics’ “LockJaw" front end is the type 
of development which could make us for¬ 
get about inhauls. The “Lock Jaw” looks 
like your hand does when it is holding a 
can of beer—beer again, is that all they 
do down there, drink beer? A simple 
unhooking of the rear end piece and 
crossing of the back arms opens the jaw 
up to accept the mast. Then, once the 
rear end is reconnected, the jaw clamps 
down on the mast for a simple, no-slip, 
fool-proof connection. No longer does 
th» cnilnr need to swing the booms up or 
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Water Test 


I’ve been sailing Z Booms for six 
months now—using them everywhere 
from Jalama to the Gorge, from waves in 
Hawaii to flat water course board sailing 
on Mission Bay.The consensus: they rule. 
I can find only a few small disadvantages 
in using them. On the other hand, the 
more 1 sail them, the more advantages I 
discover. 

First, the dorsiflexed (beer mug) grip 
feels great. I was not an underhand sailor 
so I thought I would experience serious 
problems overcoming that obstacle 
alone. The fact is, the grip is so natural 
that you don’t even consider it as being 















not cramp up as of ten, and I could sail out 
of my harness for longer periods than 
usual. 

When sailing a slalom board in flat 
water, Z Booms are the ultimate tool for 
learning boom-to-boom jibes. If you’ve 
ever had a tendency to grab the mast in 
the middle of a transition, you will find it 
just as natural to grab the other side of 
the boom, since it feels just like grabbing 
the mast. 

For radical slalom jibes, having your 
back hand low aids in turning hard and 
oversheeting while staying low and fast. 
On this type of turn, especially with 
Z Booms, the sail pops around extremely 
fast, making for a quicker turn. For wave 
sailing, the same holds true. 

Having the booms good and low for 
bottom turning has always been consid¬ 
ered beneficial, but, in reality, you only 
want your back hand low. Z Booms are 
great in the surf for this reason. In 
addition, they also allow for quicker, 
lighter-air waterstarts. With the boom 
connection up high, they provide good 
leverage to pull the floundering sailor 
out of the water. 

Speaking of floundering, in those 
moments when you need to make a des¬ 
peration grasp to pull off a critical move, 
the Z Boom offers something more to 
grasp than a normal flat boom does. That 
is, you can either swing your hand down 
to grab the boom on a horizontal plane, 
or come across and grab it on a vertical 
plane. I only notice this because of the 
increased number of “saves” I have been 
able to make since my conversion to 
Z Booms. 

On the down side, the booms do not 
seem to be completely waterproof. I'm 
not saying that they leak like a sieve, but 
1 wouldn’t necessarily store my stash in 
them while sailing. Furthermore, it 
seems that the booms are most effective 
when you use them on their smaller set¬ 
tings. When the extension is really 
maxed out, I sometimes find my front 
hand needing to be farther back than the 
Z. It is not really a problem, though, as 
I can simply move up to the next larger 
body size, but it necessitates carrying an 
extra set of booms when they aren’t 
really needed. 

These few negatives aside, the Z 
Booms are great! Since I’ve been using 
them, my jibes are much quicker, my bot¬ 
tom turns feel more aggressive, and I am 
able to sail more comfortably than with 
conventional booms. 

There have been very few significant 
advances in boom design in the history 
of windsurfing: teak to aluminum, vul¬ 
canized grip to pro grip, the no-tie 
inhaul. I would have to say that the inven¬ 
tion of the Zed ranks right up there, too. 

And, finally, it seems necessary to 
mention one more advantage of the 
Z Boom: it makes it much easier for for¬ 
eign wmdsurfing instructors to get their 
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ERFIAC 


THE WINNING MAST 


Respected as the world’s fastest masts, 
Serfiac's reputation is founded on an 
impressive performance record including 
the Speed World record holder in ocean 
sailing, World Champion on Series Boards, 
first in Division 2 and World Cup Racing, 
and World Champion Open Class in 1987. 

1988 Serfiac Models 


Model Stiffness 

Weight 

Length 

Color 

Sport 

7.2 

2.4 kg 

4.65m 

Gold 

Sport 2-pc 

7.2 

2.4 kg 

4.65m 

Gold 

Slalom 

7.4 

2.3 kg 

4.85m 

Green 

Pro Light 

7.5 

2.2 kg 

4.70m 

Red 

Pro Long 

7.8 

2.8 kg 

5.40m 

Red 

Pro 

7.9 

2.5 kg 

5.10m 

Red 

Bora Epoxy 

6.8 

2.6 kg 

4.65m 

Blue 


KlLWELL 

THE STRONG MAST 


The secret of its strength lies in its 
prepreg polyester consruction. The 
flexibility and weight of each section of 
a Kilwell mast is selectively controlled 
maximizing stiffness and crush strength. 

“It's the only surf mast I feel confident 
selling for the heavy surf conditions 

Of Oahu’S North Sh0re. n Steve Village, Owner 

North Shore Surf & Sail 


Murrays 


1988 Kilwell Models 


Model Stifftiess 

Weight 

Length 

Wave Comp 1-pc 

7.2 

2.9 kg 

4.50m 

Wave Comp 2-pc 

7.2 

3.3 kg 

4.50m 

Fun Slalom 1-pc 

7.0 

2.5 kg 

4.50m 

Fun Slalom 2-pc 

7.0 

2.9 kg 

4.50m 

Carbon Speed 

7.3 

1.6 kg 

4.50m 

Marine Is the exclusive 

U.S. Distributor 

for Serfiac 

Dealer inquiries invited. 
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Maintaining Balance, Sailing Stance 


By Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 

Q A couple of years ago, I intro¬ 
duced my father to windsurfing 
so he could understand the crazy sport 
1 was spending all my free time and 
money on. Well, like son, like father. He 
now owns six boards and sails and races 
even more than 1 do. He still asks me for 
advice, but his questions are starting to 
become rather sophisticated. His most 
recent one I need to defer to the experts. 

As he is learning to master higher 
winds and shorter boards, he complains 
of lacking good balance. He asks if 1 know 
of a good exercise or training apparatus 
that he can use to improve his balance. 
What is your recommendation? 

A One of the greatest rewards of 
windsurfing comes from introduc¬ 
ing it to others, whether they are your 
friends, siblings, or parents. Advancement 
is not determined by age but by an over¬ 
whelming addiction to fun. Your father's 
complaint regarding the problems of 
maintaining his balance is valid at any 
age. Boardsailing naturally requires bal¬ 
ance. Some learn balance through trial 
and error; some already possess it be¬ 
cause they've mastered it while enjoying 
other sports. Acquiring and maintaining 
balance take time and effort. 

Why not take up aerobics? The choreo¬ 
graphed jogging and upper body move¬ 
ments in aerobics and low-impact aero¬ 
bics are great for developing balance. 
Plus, aerobics can give you the agility and 
endurance you also need for boardsailing. 
Certain yoga exercises will also work. Try 
standing on one foot for a minute, then 
two, three, and then four minutes, always 


starting over after losing your balance. 

(Remember to alternate feet.) 

Here's another exercise for improving 
your balance. Stand on one foot, extend 
your arms out (shoulder level), and bend 
forward at the waist. Keep your supporting 
leg straight and extend the other behind 
you, forming an airplane-like position. 
Once you can hold this position for more 
than 30 seconds, make it more difficult by 
bending your supporting leg and hopping 
while maintaining your position. The 
object is not to hop quickly, but to regain 
your balanced position after each hop. 

Q fm a poor student who has been 
getting by with low-priced used 
equipment and swap-meet specials. I’ve 
been provided with a plane ticket to Key 
Largo for some winter sailing, and 1 want 
to take my F2 Sunset Slalom board with 
me. Upon investigating the prices of 
board bags suitable for air travel, 1 found 
that they cost about half of what I paid 
for the board! Can you recommend a 
safe, low-priced alternative for trans¬ 
porting a shortboard by plane? 

A Unless you're extremely attached 
to your board, leave it at home and 
rent a sailboard in the Keys! Most 
boardsailing destinations stock a wide 
range of boards, from custom to produc¬ 
tions, eliminating the cost of board bags 
and the hassles of transporting equipment 
on an airplane. Many sailing sites offer 
weekly rentals at reasonable prices (a 
rental will certainly be cheaper than a 
board bag). On the other hand, if you 


absolutely must take your board with you, 
use bubble packing, and wrap it around 
your board at least three times. Use extra 
bubble packing on the rails, nose, and tail 
of the board. You may even want to cover 
the boat with cardboard, but if the board 
gets wet, the cardboard will become a 
soggy mess and not a tough protector. 
(Also, unless you have a two-piece mast, 
leave your mast behind and rent one at 
your travel destination. Because masts 
are easily damaged, it's hardly worth 
transporting them if you have other alter¬ 
natives.) 

If you plan travel with your board 
frequently, save your pennies and invest 
in a quality board bag, which is undoubt¬ 
edly the safest and most convenient way to 
transport a sailboard. Check out the prices 
of many new bags on the market, and you 
may find they're well within your budget. 

Q I am six feet tall and weight 186 
pounds. I sail on a Fanatic Fox, 
which is a 230-liter board. When 1 use the 
footstraps, the windward rail sub¬ 
merges. Do I need to shift my weight 
some way or stand a different way? How 
do I keep the board flat on the water 
while using footstraps? 

A More than likely, the rail is sub¬ 
merging because you have not yet 
reached a high enough planing speed to 
make using the footstraps feasible. To use 
the footstraps of any board, you must be 
planing. 

In order to sail successfully in on- 
again, off-again planing conditions, your 




Far left: With properly 
set harness lines and 
enough wind, getting 
back in the straps is a 
breeze. 

Left: You think 
traveling with your 
gear is tough, here is 
the Tiga team's gear 
packed for the '87 
Gorge's Pro-Am. 























feet must be light and mobile . By keeping 
your feet "light, "1 mean that you must shift 
the weight off your back foot from your 
heel to the ball of your foot. In lighter 
winds, simply lifting your heel off the rail 
of the board will keep it from submerging. 

Keeping your feet mobile depends on 
paying keen attention to wind fluctua¬ 
tions. When the wind drops, take your 
front foot out of the footstrap smoothly and 
place it forward of the strap, with the ball 
of your foot closer to the center of the 
board than when it was in the strap. 

In short, in lighter air while planing, 
move your front foot forward and to the 
center; simultaneously, lift the heel of your 
back foot. 

Q Could you explain in detail how 
to get back into the footstraps? 
Exactly where do I put my feet? How 
should 1 be leaning? How should the sail 
be placed? Where should my hands be 
on the boom? How do I force the nose 
down if it rears up? And how fast should 
the wind be before I even try this? 

A Since the day Mike Waltze put a 
U-J on a door and sailed in at 
Hookipa, people have been wondering 
how to get into their footstraps. There's no 
mystery about getting into the straps: you 
need wind and you must be planing. For 
some reason, people think that footstraps 
make you go fast-no, no, no! Wind still 
determines speed, the same old wind that 
made Waltze’s doorsailable. 

What you need to do is to change your 
sailing style just a bit. Here's how: 

1. Move your harness lines back two to 
three shakas. 

2. Sail on a reach or fastest point of sail. 

3. Slowly move your back foot back and 
into the forward back footstrap. 

4. Keep your board speed up. Do not 
unsheet! Stay on a reach; do not head up 
into the wind. 

5. When you reach full speed, slip your 
front foot into the front footstrap. 

6. To keep the board from heading up, 
push to leeward hard with your front foot. 

7. When you feel like you’re moving good 
and fast, move the back foot back into the 
farthest back strap. 

8. Maintain your speed-do not slow down. 

9. Should the nose rise, push harder to 
leeward with your front foot. 

You should be flying now! 


Rhonda Smith-Sanchez.is sponsored by 
Mistral, Gaastra, O’Neill Wetsuits, Bolle 
and Gorge Technology. Five-time 
Windsurfer world champion, Rhonda is 
currently one of the top US professional 
sailors and instructors. 

Send questions to Learning the Ropes, 
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COBRA AIMS TO BE THE BEST, LEAVING 
all ihe rest behind. The Cobra Radical 310 
may be the best all-round shortboard for 
most of the country. This superbly 
finished triple to quadricave board is 
10' 1" long and weighs just barely 23 
pounds. 118 liters of volume has 
been distributed to allow even 
heavier sailors to sail in even 
marginal winds, while the 
relatively low amount of volume 
handles very strong wind with 
great control. It comes 
complete with fin and 
footstraps. Order yours 
today. Order #3044010. 
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SOO THE SURF 


6043 N.W. 167th ST.. MIAMI. FL 33015 


Circle Reader Service No. 94 



Why switch? 

1. The Z-Boom allows straight wrist position, reducing arm and wrist 
strain, providing a more comfortable, powerful forehand position. 

2. Lower boom height combined with higher mast attachment gives 
impressive control advantages! 

3. Z-Boom gives 20" of adjustment with no additional hardware. 
Positioning holes are completely sealed from sand and water so the 
boom stays light and adjustment stays easy. 

4. Tubes are hard tempered after bending for superior grain structure. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

Murrays Marine P.O. Box 490. Carpinteria, CA 93019 (805) 684-5446 


















BASICS FOR BEGINNERS 



Using Your Footstraps 


T here you are, the proud owner of a 
fancy new funboard, complete 
with sliding mast track and 15 foot¬ 
straps. The only problem is, you 
don’t know what all the straps are 
for, and you aren’t sure when to set the 
mast track forward or back. 

To sort out this dilemma, you need to 
understand that your funboard is 
designed to sail in a wide range of condi¬ 
tions, and those footstraps don’t have to 
be used. They are for windy days; when 
the breeze is light, you should ignore 
them altogether. Now, let’s run through 
some mast track placements and foot 
positions for your new board. 

Uphauling 

When you are uphauling, your feet 
shouldn’t be anywhere near the foot¬ 
straps. Instead, straddle the universal 
with one foot forward of the mast and one 
foot behind it. If the nose of the board is 
sinking, move the mast track back. If the 
tail is sinking, do the opposite. 

Sailing Upwind 

Once you uphaul and get underway, 
you should take a step back, but not nec¬ 
essarily all the way to the footstraps. 
When sailing upwind in light air, the mast 
track should be most of the way forward 
and the daggerboard should be all the 
way down. Your front foot should be right 
beside or a little behind the mast base, 
with your back foot spread a little and 
putting pressure on the leeward rail. 


When the wind starts to pick up a little, 
you can inch your feet back. Ideally, you 
will have the mast track forward and 
your feet back to spread the weight and 
keep the bottom of the board flat. 

At some point, you will have enough 
wind to get your front foot in the pointing 
strap—that’s the most forward of the 
footstraps—and you may want to move 
the mast track back just a little bit. In 
really windy conditions, you will have 
your front foot in the pointing strap and 
your back foot in the first rear strap. The 
mast should be about halfway in the 
track, but you need to leave it forward 
enough to keep the board flat on the 
water. 

Leave the daggerboard down as long 
as possible. If the board rails up a little, 
push on the windward rail with your foot. 
If the railing up gets really bad, you may 
have to retract the daggerboard a little 
bit. 

Sailing OffThe Wind 

When sailing off the wind in light air, 
sub-planing conditions, you might want 
to leave the daggerboard down to add 
stability and give your arms extra lever¬ 
age to sheet against. The mast track 
should be about halfway back and your 
feet should be up close to the mast track. 

As the wind picks up, you can retract 
the daggerboard, move back and hook a 
foot in a footstrap. Often, you will only 
need one foot in the strap, and you 
shouldn’t worry about getting both feet 
in the straps if you don’t need to. 


It isn’t until the wind really cranks that 
you will be able to put the mast track all 
the way back and put both feet in the foot¬ 
straps. In high winds, you will be planing 
out with your feet in the back set of 
straps, the mast track all the way back, 
and the rig raked back over the tail of the 
board. By doing this, you shorten the 
board’s waterline and increase speed. 

Plowing and Planing 

One of the most common mistakes 
beginning funboard sailors make is 
improper mast track and weight place¬ 
ment. Ideally, the board should ride flat. 
In light wind, this means adjusting body 
position and mast track placement to 
distribute the weight evenly. In heavier 
air, it means adjusting stance and mast 
track to promote planing conditions. 

Most experts agree that the mast track 
should be fairly far forward for upwind 
work—the only exception being when 
sailing in heavy chop, where the mast 
track might need to be moved aft to lift 
the nose and keep it from diving into the 
waves and slowing you down. 

If you find yourself plowing along, 
sinking the tail while other sailors are on 
a plane, you should move your body and 
the mast track forward a bit to level out 
the board. Having the mast track forward 
promotes early planing. 

Then, once the wind picks up, you can 
shift to the rear straps, drag the mast 
back, and have some real fun! O 
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Imagine a footstrap that adjusts instantly - even on 
the water, hugs your feet in unmatched comfort, and 
won’t weigh you down when wet. 

We did. The result: new Feetbelts (patent 
pending), the next generation of footstraps 
from the people who invented them. 

Prepare for takeoff. Fasten your 
Feetbelts today at a Windsurfing 
Hawaii dealer near you. 


Feetbelts 


New Feetbelts adjust in seconds by 
unzipping the Lycra cover and 
adjusting the buckle. Available in 
two widths, and vibrant colors. 





NEW TRANSITIONS 


The Pirc 


By Ian Boyd 


T he pirouette jibe is quick and 
flashy, and can be completed in vir¬ 
tually any type of wind and sea 
conditions. Like many transitions 
recently adapted to shortboards, 
the pirouette jibe was originally a long- 
board freestyle maneuver. Mastering 
this move will help your overall sailing 
techniques and board control. 

If you are a competitor, tricks such as 
this pirouette will help develop the fast, 
fancy footwork that is needed in regattas, 
and may add a few extra points in wave 
contests. But the pirouette jibe isn’t just 
limited to shortboard surf transitions; it 
can be performed anywhere on any type 
of rig. 

When learning the pirouette, it is best 
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to choose a semifloater board, one which 
is easy to turn, and to practice in approx¬ 
imately three to five beaufort (10- to 20- 
knot) winds. To prevent first-time 
stall-outs, a slalom board and fully bat¬ 
tened sail are ideal. To execute a pirou¬ 
ette jibe, you only need to be able to 
complete a standard boom-to-boom 
jibe. Let’s talk about the pirouette jibe 
step-by-step. 

Start on a planing broad reach and look 
for a smooth spot to al low a clean, consis¬ 
tent carve throughout the maneuver. Set 
up your turn by removing your back foot 
from the strap and placing it on the lee- 
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rig fall closer to the water, towards the 
tail of the board. 

Make the connection with your hand 
close to the front end piece. Simulta¬ 
neously, release your old front hand 
(which is now your back hand) and 
dance your feet around to the standard 
sailing position. To prevent the rig from 
falling into the water, keep it close to 
your body as you spin. Once you have 
returned to the standard sailing posi¬ 
tion, stand the rig upright and sheet in. 

After sheeting in on your new tack, 
you’ll have learned a fun and challenging 
new transition to add to your bag of 
tricks. Now all you need is practice! 

Once the fundamentals are firmly in 
mind, the pirouette jibe can be applied to 
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a number of more advanced variations, 
such as on the face of a wave. Another 
variation is a high speed one-handed 
pirouette jibe, which is more difficult and 
flashier as well. It's up to you to use your 
imagination. I find the faster you spin, the 
more fun it is! Get out there and have a 
good time. This is Ian Boyd reporting 
from Maui. O 


Ian Boyd is a 17-year-old professional sailor 
currently living in Paia, Maui. Ian finished first 
at the '87 Junior Wave/Slalom World Champi¬ 
onships and the '87 O'Neill Invitational. He is 
sponsored by North Sails Windsurfing, O'Neill 
Sportswear, and O'Neill Wetsuits . 






















WINDRIDER HOW-TO 



Wave boards, slalom boards, long boards: they 
all handle differently More than likely you will 
own a quiver of boards some day, and you'll need 
to know how to perform different jibe manuevers 
for each board. To get you started, we 've asked 
four top sailors to explain the basics of four jibe 
techniques. 


Jibing A Race Board 

By Angela Cochran 

I n order to catch those tactical sailors 
who always beat you to the windward 
mark, you’ll need to learn a few tricks. 
One of the most effective, and seemingly 
least known, takes place at the jibe mark 
on the next leg of the race. Everyone is 
fast in a straight line, but few can main¬ 
tain full control at speed during their 
jibes. The sailor who is able to power 
through a turn can gain a lot of time at the 
jibe mark. 

When fully powered, a race board 
reacts much like a slalom board. Of 
course, there’s a lot more board to deal 
with, which is something to keep in mind, 
especially when you are trying to sneak 
between the mark and your fallen com¬ 
petitor. However, with practice, a con¬ 
trolled jibe can be completed without 
ever slowing down. There are times, both 


in racing and free sailing, when you will 
need to go tight around a mark or avoid 
someone who is falling or has fallen. 
Knowing your board and being able to 
control it throughout your jibe will help 
you when these situations occur. 

The best way to perfect your jibe is 
through lots of practice. Racing is the 
best practical experience, but if you 
don’t feel comfortable competing, set up 
a Clorox bottle so that you will have a set 
place to jibe. It’s very tempting to jibe in 
the nice flat water inside or a little 
wavelet outside, but not a good habit. In 
a race, you will have no choice in the mat¬ 
ter, and will have to jibe at the mark, no 
matter what the conditions. 

Imagine this racing sequence: You 
have rounded a windward mark, re¬ 
tracted your daggerboard, slid the mast 
back in the track, slipped your feet into 
the footstraps and are reaching down to 
the first jibe mark. Knowing exactly when 
to begin your jibe depends on conditions 

























































WINDRIDER HOW-TO 





FOUR by FOUR 

and also comes with experience and 
confidence. 

As you approach the mark, look 
around you to see where the other com¬ 
petitors are. Make sure your dagger- 
board is fully retracted, because if it’s 
down your board will rail up to wind¬ 
ward when you initiate your jibe. Un¬ 
hook from your harness line, slip your 
back foot out of the footstrap and place 
it in front of the back footstraps and over 
toward the inside rail. Keep your front 
foot in the reaching strap. Keep your sail 
sheeted in so you have a lot of power at 
the beginning of your jibe. It’s important 
to keep your momentum up throughout 
the jibe, because of the length of the 
board. Bend your knees, lean into the 
turn-lifting up with your front foot-and 
press the inside rail with your back foot. 
Keep your eyes on the mark, as this will 
help you to lean into your turn. 

It is at this point that most people 
blow their jibe by trying to help their sail 
around instead of concentrating on turn¬ 
ing the board. Your sail has been on its 
own up until now. Leave it that way. 
Unless you fall completely off plane, 
your sail will rotate by itself as long as 
you keep the board turning. To speed 
the rotating process, you can push the 
clew of your sail when you let it go. 

When you catch your sail and are 
about to set off on your new tack, step 
forward with your back foot. This will 
shift your weight forward and flattens 
out the board, which increases the area 
of wetted surface and helps regain plan¬ 
ing speed. Keep your weight centered 
upon receiving your powered sail to 
avoid being catapulted forward. Bear off 
at the end of your jibe and pump your 
sail. With this initial pump, you will gain 
steerage and it will be easier to cut 
upwind if necessary and pass people 
who are caught in the jibe hole. 

If you come off a plane at the begin¬ 
ning of your jibe or conditions do not 
permit a fully powered turn, you can 
push the nose of your board through the 
turn by using your sail. To do this, start 
your jibe by leaning into the turn with 
your back foot with the sail sheeted in. 
But at the halfway point, as the nose of 
your board points downwind, lean the 
mast toward the outside rail and push 
down on the boom with your front hand. 
This will cause the nose of the board to 
keep turning. Sail clew-first to make sure 
you've turned the board enough, then 
flip the sail and step forward to flatten 
out your board. 

The only way to perfect a planing jibe 
at a mark is to practice at a mark with 
friends, competitors, or anyone who can 
make you as nervous and committed as 
you'd be in a race. 


sional sailor who has been windsurfing for 
four years. Sponsored by Hot Sails Maui, 
Hotline Wetsuits, and Angulo Hawaii, she 
placed first in the O 'Neill Mami World Tour 
and first at the '87 Atlantic Cup . 


Jibing A Slalom Board 

By Bruce Peterson 


S lalom racing and slalom boards are 
the sport’s current rage. Eager sla¬ 
lom racers around the world are 
working to make their jibe turns as effec¬ 
tively and efficiently as possible to maxi¬ 
mize their performance in thrilling down¬ 
wind buoy races. Turning a fast-moving 
slalom board quickly, smoothly and on- 
demand is an artful maneuver which re¬ 
quires a lot of practice. To help you in 
your studies, I have listed some of the sig¬ 
nificant and fundamental points in¬ 
volved in executing a good slalom jibe in 
light, medium and heavy air. 

The technique of jibing a slalom 
board in light air and non-planing condi¬ 
tions is hardly a skill that one would 
spend much time practicing. Neverthe¬ 
less, it is a turn which every sailor who 
sails slalom will eventually be forced to 
perform. 

Without the speed and sail lift that a 
fast-planing turn affords, there are a 
couple of movements that cannot be 
made in a non-planing jibe. In lighter 
winds, for example, you cannot stand on 
the tail of the board and you cannot make 
broad, swift changes in body position. 
Delicate sail control combined with bal¬ 
ance and a body position almost upright 
over the board are the three key 
elements to a successful non-planing 
jibe. By raking the sail hard to the outside 
of the turn, you can use that extra lever¬ 
age to gently footsteer your way through 
the transition point. The movement in¬ 
volves a swivel of the hips and knees, 
followed by a step forward on the board 
before you flip the sail. This technique 
allows you to regain some momentum on 
the new tack, clew first, before bringing 
the sail around. In such conditions, you 
are dealing with limited lifting resources, 
so be subtle and limit your movements. 
(P.S. In light air, don’t forget your 
uphaul!) 

When the wind picks up and the 
board gets on a plane, you will have two 
styles of high-speed slalom jibes to 
choose from: the glide turn and the step 
turn. 

In a glide turn, the sail change is made 
in the one-half to three-quarter point of 
transition, but it is after the sail is flipped 
and is received on the new tack that foot 
position is changed. This style of turn is 
suitable for smooth water or fully pow¬ 
ered situations where a loss of speed is 
unlikely. It is significant to note that sail 
power must be re-established on the new 
tark hefore the change of foot position is 



Turning a slalom 
board quickly, 
smoothly and on 
demand is an artful 
manuever which re¬ 
quires a lot of prac¬ 
tice. As the condi¬ 
tions vary, so does 
the slalom jibe. 
Glide through the 
long fast, smooth 
turns and step 
quickly forward for 
the short, bumpy, 
tight turns. Here, 
Bruce Peterson 
demonstrates a long 
fast, smooth slalom 
jibe. 


















ing inertia by foot fumbling. The weak¬ 
nesses of this type of turn lie in the lower 
wind ranges, where planing inertia is eas- 
_ ily lost, and in rough water conditions, 
where a smooth, drawn-out carve is hard 
to perform. At such times, the step turn is 
the way to go. 

The step turn is a jibing transition 
based upon establishing the opposite foot 
stance early in the turn when planing 
momentum is high. With a step turn, the 
sail is flipped after the step forward is 
made, thus allowing for a quick sail transi¬ 
tion with no loss of speed. The sailor exe¬ 
cuting this type of jibe carves hard and 
rather abruptly into the turn, then steps 
forward on the board, using the acceler¬ 
ated momentum from the hard-driving 
carve and almost pushing the sail around 
to leeward. By doing so, little speed is lost, 
and the transition to the opposite tack is 
made easilv. 


demons Naish, Wylie, Bringdal, van den 
Berg, and McGain, the step turn is deceitful 
in its effectiveness. It is the accelerated 
transition not limited to slalom boards in 
application. 

Sailing conditions are as varied as the 
wind strengths that create them. In strong 
winds or when you've neglected to change 
to a smaller sail, you will find excessive 
amounts of power available as you break 
into a jibe. The technique of over-sheeting 
as you initiate a turn is a very effective way 
of passing through this over-powered 
zone and sets you up for a fast, sharp turn. 

By stalling the sail in the beginning of a 
jibe, you accomplish two things. First, you 
break off the flow of air over the sail, allow¬ 
ing it to freely rotate in a high-speed turn. 
Second, you load up the perimeter of the 
sail, which effectively spring-loads your 
rig for quick rotation. This action easily 
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pattern. 

Wave patterns can be significant fac¬ 
tors when jibing. For best results, look for 
smooth sections within the chop or larger 
swells with broad, smooth troughs, as 
these afford the best opportunities for 
smooth turning in rough conditions. How¬ 
ever, for better slalom racing practice, 
challenge your skills by forcing yourself to 
turn in the unfavorable wave patterns as 
well. 

To sum things up, just remember: glide 
through the long, fast, smooth turns, and 
step quickly forward through the short, 
bumpy, tight jibes. Concentrate on keep¬ 
ing your movements smooth and efficient 
and keep, that speed up! Good luck and fast 
jibing! 


Bruce Peterson, a professional slalom and 
speed sailor, has been windsurfing for seven 
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The Duck Jibe 

By Dave Kalama 

W hen it comes to windsurfing ma¬ 
neuvers, it could be said that 
competition is the mother of 
invention. This is certainly true of the 
duck jibe. 

Sailboat sailors could technically be 
credited with inventing the duck jibe, 
since they cannot swing the boom 
around the front of their boats, and have 
always jibed by passing the sail across 
the stern. But the first person to adapt 
this maneuver to windsurfing was Rich¬ 
ard Whyte, who originally performed the 
trick while preparing for the ’81 Maui 
Grand Prix. Whyte introduced the duck 
jibe during the contest, and while he 
didn’t win, he definitely sparked some 
interest among his fellow sailors and 
proved that there was more to turning a 
board around than just power jibing. 

In this tip, I will explain what I think is 
the best way to learn the duck jibe, and 
then add a few variations so you can 
spice it up once you have the basics 
down. 

Before you go out on the water to try 
a duck jibe, you should have a clear 
understanding of how to execute the 
maneuver. I have always found that it 
helps to visualize a move before any 
physical attempts are made. When you 
can picture yourself doing a duck jibe, 
you have made a big step toward doing 
one on the water. 

Another helpful tip I can give you is to 
practice the duck jibe maneuver on dry 
land in a light breeze before going sailing. 
You can even set your sail up and prac¬ 
tice in your own back yard if you wish. 

For learning a duck jibe, I recommend 
using a semi-floater round-pin board that 
is easy to turn and a full-batten-type sail 
that is easy to handle. Actually, any 
board will work, as long as it turns easily 
enough to allow you to concentrate on 
sail handling, instead of on maneuvering 
the board. 

Once you can visualize yourself 
doing a duck jibe and have practiced a 
few in your back yard, you’re ready to 
head for the water. Choose a spot at your 
local sailing area where the water is 
smooth, so that it will be easier to control 
your board. Like any other carving ma¬ 
neuver, you need to be on a fast plane to 
turn the board. 

Doing a Jibe 

There you are, speeding along really 
fast, heading right for shore. Since you 
don’t want to go crashing up on the 
beach, it’s time to turn around. You want 
to show all your friends on the beach how 
tricky and smooth you are, so you think 
“duck jibe." You bear off a little, then 
•slide vour back hand toward the clew 


your back foot out of the footstrap and 
place it just in front of the strap on the 
leeward rail. 

You begin your turn, with visions of 
leaving a perfect arc in the water, while 
dropping the clew of the sail down a little 
and sheeting in at the same time. You are 
now a quarter of the way through your 
turn, and you’ve got the attention of your 
friends on the beach. They can tell by 
now that this isn’t going to be a normal 
jibe because of the way you have slid 
your back hand as far back as you can get 
it. 

From here, you need to let go with 
your front hand to move it back. It should 
be even with your back hand, almost 
touching it. Your friends are probably 
going wild by now because they can tell 
this is going to be a duck jibe. 

You’ve thrown up a great spray with 
the first half of your turn, and you look 
just like an old longboard surfer halfway 
through his bottom turn with a great 
arched-back stance. What your friends 
may not realize is that your stance is the 
easiest way to get the clew of your sail 
past you without bending at the waist to 
crouch under the sail. 

Because you pushed the sail forward 
a little when you started the turn, you’ll 
feel as though you are laying the sail 
down and picking it back up, while turn¬ 
ing under it at the same time. After you 
let go with your back hand, you pull the 
clew of the sail past your face and con¬ 
tinue to throw it back with your front 
hand, so that you can reach forward with 
your other hand. 

Grab as close to the mast as possible 
when you reach around with your other 
hand, which is now in front. Just before 
you grab onto the boom with your new 
front hand, or as you are grabbing, let go 
with your back hand to bring it to the 
new side of the sail. This step gives most 
people a lot of trouble, so it must be done 
as quickly and smoothly as possible. 

Once both of your hands are in the 
correct position on the new side of the 
boom, be sure to finish the last quarter of 
the turn. Then begin to sheet out a little 
to dump off some of the power until 
you’re in control. Once you are in con¬ 
trol, stay sheeted in and plane out of the 
maneuver. 

Extras 

One way to spice up the duck jibe is 
to do it on a wave. Doing it on a wave 
looks spectacular and risky, but you will 
find it is actually easier to pull through 
the second half of a wave jibe because 
the force of the wave face accelerates 
your board, making the turn easier to 
complete. But even though the turn is 
easier, performance is much more criti¬ 
cal. If you fall on a wave face, the wave 
may break on you; if you don’t get up in 
time, the next one definitely will. The sail 
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Richard Whyte dem¬ 
onstrates the duck 
jibe. Take special 
note of the hand 
positioning and the 
release of the boom. 
Let go with your back 
hand and pull the 
clew of the sail past 
your face. 















Another way to liven up a duck is by 
dragging one of your hands while you’re 
switching sides of the sail. When you let 
go with your original back hand, instead 
of going right for the front of the boom, 
drop it down to the water and let it drag 
for a second, then reach for the front of 
the boom. The longer you can draw out 
the middle of your turn, the easier it will 
be to drag your hand. 

There are lots of other variations to 
the duck jibe, like a duck jibe off the lip, a 
duck jibe off white water, and a pirouette 


duck jibe. I’ve even seen Dave Sheen from 
North Sails do an aerial duck jibe. See if 
you can come up with your own variation 
to impress the local crowd. 

Remember to practice the duck jibe 
in your head before you try one on the 
water. All of your hand motions must be 
done as quickly and as smoothly as pos¬ 
sible. Bend your knees and arch your 
back when pulling the sail past your 
body. On your first few attempts, you will 
be concentrating so much on sail han¬ 
dling that you might find yourself forget¬ 


ting to keep the board turning through 
the whole maneuver. 

Don’t get discouraged if it takes you 
quite a few attempts before you succeed. 
After all, what’s the fun of a new trick if it’s 
too easy? So have fun! 


Dave Kalama is a 23-year-old professional 
sailor from Maui. Sponsored by North Sails, 
O’Neill Wetsuits, Da Kine Hawaii, Gerry 
Lopez boards, Quiksilver clothing, Maui 
Fin Company, and North Sails hardware, 
Dave placed third in the '87 Aloha Classic. 
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Jibing A Longboard 

By Mike Gebhardt 


L ongboards make for great cruising 
in any wind speed and on any body 
of water, but learning how to jibe 
one of these “floating logs" can be as frus¬ 
trating as trying to tie a pickle in knots. 
There are just no shortcuts to jibing a 
longboard! But if you’re ready to learn 
this subtle maneuver, read on. 

To begin with, the technique de¬ 
scribed here for jibing a longboard is 
used when the daggerboard is down, 
which means the moves are completely 
different from any type of carving jibe 
done on a shortboard. If you’re practic¬ 
ing jibing on a Division II board or a high- 
volume funboard, start by moving the 
mast track back. This will allow your 
board to turn more easily. 

Practice sailing downwind at first, 
keeping the rig forward while you step all 
the way back to the tail of the board. This 
will help you get a feel for how far back 
you can stand in different wind 
strengths. The tail won’t sink if you keep 
some weight on the rig, and you’ll find 
that the board pivots fastest from this 
position. 

Keep on sailing downwind and get a 
feel for how the rig and rails feel while 
you tilt them to steer the board. Depress 
only the rails, one at a time, while keeping 
the rig upright. Then just tilt the rig left 
and right while keeping the board flat. 
This way, you’ll see that both maneuvers 
are separate from each other, but still 
control steering. 

Why is this a big deal? Because jibing 
involves steering with the rig and the 
rails at the same time, and you need to 
know what characteristics are unique to 
each component. 

Now that you understand some of the 
philosophy behind the longboard jibe, 
it’s time to apply what you’ve learned. 
Start your practice sessions from a beam 
reach with the board sailing perpendicu¬ 
lar to the wind. 

1. To initiate the jibe, step back onto the 
tail of the board. This effectively short¬ 
ens the waterline and allows the board to 
pivot through the water with less resis¬ 
tance. The farther back you step, the 
more you raise the board up out of the 
water, and the faster you jibe. Also, when 
you’re on the tail of the board, you have 
more leverage to resist the pull of the rig. 

While you move back on the board, 
try to keep the sail as upright as possible, 
and keep the rig far forward. This helps 



Jibing a longboard with the daggerboard 
down requires a completely different tech¬ 
nique than any type of carving jibe. It involves 
uiSfth hnth thp rin and the board. 




















the sail stay fully powered all the way 
through the jibe, which is especially im¬ 
portant in light air. 

2. While you are stepping back on the 
board, move both hands back on the 
booms toward the clew. Tilt the rig to 
windward to make the board start turning 
downwind. The farther back you move 
your hands on the booms, the more lever¬ 
age you have to tilt the rig closer to the 
water. 

In very light air, it is sometimes neces¬ 
sary to scoop the rig in a rowing-type 
motion-with the mast almost touching the 
water. Be sure to keep the sail sheeted in 
and full all the way through the jibe. If the 
sail is luffing, the board will try to round up 
into the wind. 

3. Now, while standing on the tail of the 
board with the rig tilted to windward, 
depress the windward rail of the board. 
This lifts the daggerboard and pulls the 
board through the turn. (Step on the rail 
opposite the direction you want to go.) 
While depressing the windward rail, con¬ 
centrate on keeping your body low and 
your knees bent. This will help you keep 
your balance while the board is pivoting. 
The faster the jibe, the lower your body 
and more crouched your stance should 
be. Your feet should be pointed outward 
with your toes wrapped around each rail 
for better control. 

Concentrate on keeping most of your 
weight on the foot opposite the one that 
depresses the rail. Don’t use your body 
weight to depress the windward rail; just 
use the strength in your leg. 

At this point, it’s important to mention 
that these first three steps must be done 
very quickly. Steps 2 and 3, as a matter of 
fact, are done simultaneously. 

4. Now that the board is turning past 
downwind, step back up to your original 
sailing position, forward on the board. But 
make sure you have stayed back long 
enough to turn the board past the down¬ 
wind position. 

Place your feet and body in the direc¬ 
tion of the new tack while sailing slightly 
clew-first, and start flipping the sail by 
sliding your hands back closer to the mast. 
Then, grab the mast above the booms with 
the hand that’s farthest away from the 
mast. Grab the boom on the new tack with 
your other hand. Sheet in and you’re off! 

One final tip: using the mast as a mid¬ 
point for switching your hands will cut 
down on your hand movements and make 
your jibe more efficient. So now you have 
the long and the short of it. Good luck and 
keep on jibing. 


Mike Gebhardt is a 22-year-old sailor who 
has been windsurfing for six years. A mem¬ 
ber of the US Boardsailing Team, Mike re¬ 
cently won a gold medal at the Pan Am 
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ANOTHER QUALITY PRODUCT BY WINDSURFING BY MAIL 


Finally a quality windsurfing carrying system for 
you pick-up truck drivers. This conveniej 
lift-out design lets you remove the 
WEEKENDER RACK easily. IV." 
square tubing '‘pockets” fit 
neatly out of the way in the front 
and rear corners of your truck 
bed without restricting rear 
loading. Telescoping top rails 
lock securely and extend from 19' 
to 36". Includes tie down straps 
and board cushion pads. Order 
#4035004...$149.00 


“SIDE-RACK” CONVERTIBLE RACK 
Used with almost any car or truck. 
This is our own design and 
manufacture and will carry your 
board safely alongside the 
passenger’s door. It’s complete 
with tiedown straps. Made of 
lightweight, strong, rustproof 
aircraft aluminum. Order 
#4035003... $59.00 
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3 Lighthouse 


NORTHERN CAL'S 
ROUGH AND RUGGED 
COASTLINE OFFERS 
SOME HARDCORE FUN 
FOR HARDY SAILORS 

Photos and story by Doug Acton 








Y ou always seem to find 
yourself driving faster 
than usual when heading 
south on California’s High¬ 
way 1, especially when you know what 
rewards await you at the end of your 
quest for wind and wave. Slow caravans 
of RVs and tourists, snug and warm in 
their Alamo rental sedans, become a real 
annoyance as they drive 50 miles an hour 
when your speedometer aches to show 
70. The hard-driving rock-and-roll blaring 
from your stereo and reports of an epic 
six-foot New Zealand south swell don’t 
seem to help any. Even though most of 
the journey so far has been along a fog- 
shrouded coast with no promise of wind, 
you’re not discouraged, because a know¬ 
ing voice in your head reminds you that 
things will change as soon as you get to 
the lighthouse. 

Straining to focus on the southern 
horizon, you note a faint, sunny blur high¬ 
lighting the low coastal hills ahead, and 
what had been a mirror-smooth ocean is 
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Lighthouse 

band disappears out to sea, and what lies 
ahead are sunny, clear skies. Off go the 
headlights, on go the Vuarnets, up go the 
tunes, and on comes the wind. What lies 
ahead? One hundred percent pure, 
unadulterated fun! 

To most wave 
sailors who live in 
northern California, 
lighthouse to light¬ 
house means a 30- 
mile stretch of pris¬ 
tine coastline 
abounding with 
strong winds, hot 
waves, and cold 
water. 

Located 50 miles 
south of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Pigeon Point 
Lighthouse geo¬ 
graphically repre¬ 
sents the northern¬ 
most tip of Mon¬ 
terey Bay. Here the 
coast begins its 
gradual inward 
bend into the very heart of Monterey 
Bay. Approximately 30 miles south of 
Pigeon Point lies Steamer’s Lane Light¬ 
house on the jutting tip of SantaCruz, the 
true southern point of this 30-mile 
stretch. What lies between these two 
beacons? Well, pull up a chair, have a 
seat, and read on. 



Local Attractions 


As a traveling sailor you might ask 
yourself, “What does this area have to 
offer me?" Well, if you thrive on open 
ocean sailing, with big, medium, or small 
waves and consistent northwest winds 
six months each year, you’ve come to the 
right place. If you enjoy camping out 
under majestic redwood trees, and if you 
revel in scenery and weather that assault 
the senses, you’ve come to the right 
spot. But come prepared-to sail this 
area, you must bring along raw courage 
to match the raw energy of the Pacific 
Ocean swells. 

The normal wind season for this part 
of the coast starts to kick in around 
March, and usually begins to peter out by 
October. After October, in the fall, the 
weather goes through some major 
changes. An offshore flow is created 
which in turn drives away that very cru¬ 
cial Pacific Coast wind inducer known as 
fog. This is the time of year when most 
local wave sailors stash their sailing rigs 
in exchange for surfboard and wax. 

As fall turns into winter, the weather 
again starts to change. Huge storms from 
the north start to produce large swells 
and strong south winds. Victory-at-sea 
conditions are created at all spots within 


read strong winds? Doesn’t that mean 
good sailing?” Well, yes... if you can 
handle the conditions! For the really ad¬ 
venturous, expert sailor, there lies just to 
the north of Pigeon Point a stretch of 
west-facing beach where the strong south 
winds of winter blow sideshore to off¬ 
shore. Here, you 
have three different 
state parks from 
which you can 
launch-Pescadero, 
Pomponio, and San 
Gregorio. 

Take warning, 
though; look at 
these spots as the 
equivalent of sailing 
the north shore of 
Oahu. These 
beaches take the full 
brunt of all big win¬ 
ter swells and are 
more often than not 
deserted during the 
cold months. 

If you do plan to 
sail this area, it’s 
best to look for a 
smaller, more manageable winter swell 
accompanied by a steady southwest 
wind. These three spots are only now 
being slowly pioneered, which means 
that when it’s on, there’s plenty of room 
to move. Other than that rare day when 
there’s a north or a northwest wind, 
winter sailing here is usually given up for 
surfing or skiing in the High Sierras. 

Spring Fever and Summer Fun 

When spring moves in, the weather 
puts on yet another face. Most local wave 
sailors would agree that the combined 
wind and surf of March, April, and May 
make for some of the best wave sailing of 
the year. 

Small winter storms roll through but 
are often spaced many days apart. What 
is known as a “clearing wind” generally 
follows each storm. These are usually the 
coldest, strongest northwest winds pro¬ 
duced during the year and can blow all 
day and night for several days. This is the 
time of year when a full drysuit, booties, 
hood, and a shot of Jack Daniels are ne¬ 
cessities. In short, medium winter swells 
with their accompanying northwest 
winds create unreal wave sailing condi¬ 
tions that help relieve the unwanted 
symptoms of being cold. 

Into summer, the weather shows still 
another side. Inland valley temperatures 
heat up and remain relatively hot, while 
coastal temperatures stay moderately 
cool to warm. These temperature 
changes create the area’s classic summer 
fog, which is responsible for producing 
about 99.9% of the wind this time of year. 

Water temperatures increase, but sel- 










































Top: Airtime atWadell. By summer, 
shifting beach conditions will shape the 
waves for south swell action. Above: One 
of the locals • a country pumpkin. Left: 
Sailing Gazos in the winter time is for the 
hardy few. We're talking cold! 


storms are left usually come from the 
south, remnants of tropical hurricanes. 
Most of the swells that hit the California 
coast also come from these same hurri¬ 
canes that spin off the coast of Mexico. 
The bigger swells come from even farther 
south of the equator, the end product of 
cyclones that brew off the coast of New 
Zealand. These swells can produce clean, 
perfect waves, often reaching up to eight 
feet! This past August, Waddell received 
three-and-a-half weeks of straight south¬ 
west swell, ranging from four to eight feet, 
creatingsome dynamic, mast-high sailing 
conditions. 

HotSpots 

Now, load up the truck with all your 
gear and check out the hot spots between 
the lighthouses. Start your journey in the 1 
historic coastal town of Half Moon Bay, 
pumpkin and flower capital of the US, 
This is the last settlement of any size until 
you reach Santa Cruz, some 50 miles to 
the south. If you haven’t stocked up on 
foods and liquids, do so here because the 
next few days will be long, hard, and fun, 
especially after sailing perfect Waddell or 
big Scotts Creek. 

Between Half Moon Bay and Pigeon 
Point, Highway 1 clings close to the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean as it winds its way through 
wide open farmlands. Most of the drive is 
spent on large coastal bluffs which com¬ 
mand spectacular views of the sculp¬ 
tured coastline with its rock ribs and 
high-walled coves, and, of course, the 
majestic Pacific. From these bluffs you 
can gauge swell size and direction while 
fueling an increasing stoke level. You 
should also take note of what the wind is 
doing. Don’t be discouraged if you see 
foggy, glassy conditions because the 
wind can fool you by making its appear¬ 
ance just as you round Pigeon Point. 

If, on reaching Pigeon Point Light¬ 
house, you find that you need a place to 
stay, you are in luck. The lighthouse and 
its outbuildings on the grounds have 
recently been converted into a youth 
hostel, offering cheap accommodations 
and a spectacular view. 

After leaving the lighthouse and 
rounding Pigeon Point, you quickly come 
on to Gazos Creek. Gazos is the first sail- 
able spot within the lighthouse-to-light- 
house area and it offers a clean, mile-long 
strand of beach from which to launch. 
Parking is directly off the highway with 
easy access to the beach. A good land¬ 
mark to look for in finding Gazos is an 
abandoned restaurant and gas station. 

Gazos favors a more northerly wind 
and is usually best in the spring after a 
cold storm from the north. You should be 
an expert sailor to consider going out 
here because of the extreme swell expo¬ 
sure and the tricky currents flcCftllinnnY- 































Lighthouse 

Right across from Gazos is the road 
that leads to Butano State Park. For those 
who come prepared to camp, Butano of¬ 
fers neat campsites under towering red¬ 
wood trees. Here you’re a mere 15 min¬ 
utes from your next sailing spot, Waddell 
Creek. 

As you leave Gazos and again head 
south on Highway 1, you’ll notice that the 
redwood-covered coastal mountains 
come in closer to the ocean. The coast¬ 
line takes a more southerly exposure, 
creating an open window for summer 
south swells. Just five miles south of 
Gazos Creek lies Waddell Creek. 

Before you reach Waddell, you pass 
Ano Nuevo State Park where the highway 
suddenly drops down to the ocean’s 
edge. Here huge eroding cliffs drop di¬ 
rectly to the road’s edge on your left. 
Then-abruptly-the cliffs end and Wad¬ 
dell Valley begins. 

At the mouth of Waddell Valley is the 
state parking lot where most sailors park 
and launch. There is a minimal fee of 
three dollars to park whenever there’s a 
ranger present. Waddell is the most 
popular wave sailing spot in northern 
California, attracting people from all over 
the country. Almost always living up to 
its reputation, Waddell is becoming in¬ 
creasingly crowded, at times creating 
very dangerous situations in the line-up. 

Waddell is forever on a seasonal wave 
clock which changes wave size and 
shape. During winter, huge storms wash 
most of the sand from the reefs, exposing 
many hidden rocks until springtime. 
Wave sailing during this time of year 
should be done with caution. Beach 
starts become trickier. Many dings result 
from collisions with hidden submerged 
rocks close to the shoreline. 

With the increase of south swells in 
late spring comes the welcomed accumu¬ 
lation of sand needed to create the much- 
appreciated beach. By early summer, 
most of the reefs along Waddell Beach 
become covered with sand, creating 
peakier and more evenly peeling waves 
during the ever-present south swell sea¬ 
son. 

The main wave line-up sits right in 
front of the parking lot and is usually the 
most crowded because of this ease of 
access. Just north of the Main Parking Lot 
Peak breaks a wave called Inbetweens, 
followed by County Line Peak. 

County Line, more aptly called Shot¬ 
guns, is the hollowest and trickiest of the 
peaks. More and more of the locals are 
sailing this part of the beach, due to the 
greater challenge it offers and crowd 
pressure at the Main Parking Lot Peak. 

Wave shape isn’t as good during the 
early spring months, but sailing can still 
be quite good due to powerful clearing 


sailor. Even at legendary Waddell, 
though, the waves will sometimes go al¬ 
most flat. With moderate wind and small 
waves, Waddell can be the perfect induc¬ 
tion area for someone who has not yet 
mastered ocean sailing. Just ask Ranger 
Rick. He lives there and learned how to 
sail at Waddell. 

Keep Heading South 


Now if the fog is very close and the 
wind hasn’t quite filled in yet, drive far¬ 
ther south. Rule of thumb during the 
summer fog days: the farther out you 
move away from the stuff, the stronger 
the wind. Many times you can pass a 
socked-in Waddell only to find it clear 
with cranking winds a little fart her south. 

Only a few miles south of Waddell is 
your next stop-off, Scotts Creek. Scotty’s, 
as it is more respectfully called, is a real 


Top: Just a few of the locals, 
bagging rays on the beach. Seals 
are a common beach companion 
for Northern Cal's surf sailing hot 
spots. Right: When wind and 
waves come together it feels so 
right. Bottom: Who says you 
can't get air time in a slalom 
heat. Don't tell a wave rat like 
Paul Scheibel. 


























cult favorite among the local big wave 
sailors. Here huge winter swells bowl and 
then peel right off a reef into a small sand 
bay. An eight- to 10-foot northwest swell, 
along with a 30-knot wind, can make 
Scotty’s a real adrenalin-pumping experi¬ 
ence, if body and rig survive the go-out. 

Wave sailing at Scotty’s is usually 
best in the springtime on a medium north 
to northwest swell, accompanied by a 
strong clearing wind. By summer, how¬ 
ever, swells come from the opposite di¬ 
rection, showing little or no effect on the 
main reef. If you’re into open ocean sail¬ 
ing or small wave sailing, Scotts can be a 
real blast in mid-season, for there are 
many windy days here during summer. 

Launching from Scotts should be 
done on the north end of the beach, in 
front of the main reef. On days with a lot 
of swell, angle your launch slightly down¬ 
wind, then head for the horizon after 
you’ve cleared the shore break. With any 
luck, this will get you out into the channel. 

After leaving Scotts, you soon come 
to Swanton Road, which will lead you to 
Davenport Landing. Here, in the 1800s, 
whaling ships unloaded thousands of 
whale carcasses to be rendered into oil. 
The landing is a cove with a large, craggy 
point on the north end. Reefs are located 
on both the north and south ends of the 
beach, offering good sailable waves 
through the wind seasons. Although Dav¬ 
enport Landing can have a lot of wind 
holes, caused by the bluffs on the north¬ 
ern point, it can become very good once 
you get out beyond the wind line. 

Your next and final stops are along 
Santa Cruz’s West Cliff Drive. The first is 
Natural Bridges State Park, located on the 
far northern end of the drive. It offers a 
beautiful park setting to rig and launch 
from. Large kelp beds produce excellent 
flat-water sailing during the summer 
months. Here, you can ride anything from 
a course board to a small wave board, 
depending on swell and wind conditions. 

But even on some of the windier days, 
Natural Bridges can produce a few wind 
holes on the inside. But as with other 
spots on the lighthouse tour, once you 
pass the wind line, hang on. 

Moving south down West Cliff Drive, 
you come to your final destination, 
Steamer’s Lane Lighthouse. Sitting just 
below and to the north of the Lighthouse 
is Its Beach. With plenty of parking and 
easy access down to the water-thanks to 
the recent addition of stairs down the 
once-tricky cliffs-Its Beach offers almost 
the same kind of sailing conditions as 
Natural Bridges. Be very cautious when 
launching here, because the shore break 
is quite treacherous and has been known 
to demolish many a rig. 

A Few Tips 

Here are a few timely tips to help make 
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Lighthouse 

California can be unpredictable, even in 
summertime, it’s always a good idea to 
pack some warm clothing, especially if 
you plan on camping out. A small, port¬ 
able weather radio is a highly recom¬ 
mended bring-along item. The NOAA 
weather station for this area is very pre¬ 
cise, and is almost always right with its 


wind predictions. Complete, updated 
wind and wave readings can save you 
time and gas on your wave sailing hunt. 
Because of the ever-changing wind and 
swell, plan on bringing a couple of differ¬ 
ent boards with you. A wave board is a 
must, of course, and perhaps a slalom 
board for those flat, windy days. 

When you’re here and the whole 
coast is socked in with no wind, check out 


the San Francisco Bay or San Luis Reser¬ 
voir. Chances are these places will be 
sunny with good winds. 

The northern California coast can re¬ 
ceive deceptively powerful surf, even in 
summertime. If there is any doubt in your 
mind about going out at the spots men¬ 
tioned, take time and carefully watch 
other sailors already out. Remember, 
hasty decisions made on go-outs in big 


W 'hat to Do When 

Waiting for the Wind 


F or the imaginative traveling windsur¬ 
fer, there’s plenty to do while 
awaiting the wind. Most competent wave 
sailors have roots in surfing or have re¬ 
cently picked up the sport. If you’re one 
of these, take the time to pack that surf¬ 
board, for the surfing around here can 
be unreal! For you sailors who love to 
mountain bike, fill that extra space in 
your truck with your cycle. Just across 
from the Waddell parking lot is the 
trailhead for the Skyline to Ocean Trail. 
Along this trail you will encounter stands 
of tall redwoods, waterfalls, deer, and a 
lot of fun. 

For those of 
you who enjoy 
watching wildlife, a 
pair of binoculars is 
a definite must. Not 
only will they help to 
check out wave and 
wind conditions at 
those far-off sailing 
spots, but also many 
species of small 
birds, hawks, and a 
variety of land 
animals like bobcats, 
deer, and even a 
stray cougar. Also 
keep the specs glued 
on the ocean, 
because this area 
teems with ocean 
life. You can see 
harbor seals, the 
sometimes aggressive stellar sea lion, 
big goofy-looking elephant seals, sea 
otters, many species of whale that make 
their annual migration along this coast, 
and, of course, that ever-elusive big fin 
belonging to an old friend, Mr. Great 
White Shark. 

Just minutes to the north of 
Waddell is Ano Nuevo State Park. Here 
you can obtain a permit at no charge 
and hike out to the point to mingle with 
the huge elephant seals. Ano Nuevo is 
their breeding area. This is a great two- 
or three-hour side trip for one of those 
clear, windless mornings. 

If just plain old sunning suits you, 
lighthouse to lighthouse offers secluded 
coves and lonely strands of beach 
where one can worship the sun all day 
or at least until the wind kicks in. 

Looking for night life? Well, Santa 


nightclubs where you can view top-billed 
bands live. Santa Cruz, with its board¬ 
walk and old multi-colored Victorians, is 
a very unique beach town with lots to 
see and do. If ocean sailing is the only 
kind of sailing that you’ve come for, 

Santa Cruz is the best place to find a 
motel and hang your hat for a couple of 
days. 

PLACES TO FUEL THE BODY 

This coastal area from Half Moon 
Bay south offers a unique choice of 
eating places set in rustic and casual 
locales. When you’re passing through 
Half Moon Bay on the way south, stop at 
Three Amigos, located on the corner of 
Kelly Street and Highway 1, the last 
controlled intersection as you’re leaving 
town. Three Amigos is a small, authentic 
Mexican sit-down or take-out eatery. 

Here you can get their famous two- 
handed “burrito especial,” while Mexican 
music blares from a jukebox. A great 
meal, especially after being sailed out. 

There are two other places worth 
a stop before you reach Pigeon Point. 
The old San Gregorio Mercantile Store is 
one. The store itself was built well before 
the turn of the century; when entering, 
you’ll feel as if you’re stepping into an 
old western movie studio set, complete 
with cowboys and farmers. The food 
here is good, but it’s the physical back¬ 
drop and local color that make this place 
a worthwhile stop. The store is located 
on Highway 84, just a half-mile detour 
from Highway 1. 

Duartes, located only a couple of 
miles off Highway 1 in the small town of 
Pescadero, is the second recommended 
stop. As Pescadero sits in the heart of 
artichoke territory, it’s no surprise that 
they make a cream of artichoke soup and 
an artichoke omelet that’ll put any sailor 
on cloud nine. 

When you’re down the road at 
Davenport, stop by the Davenport Store 
& Deli, a favorite quick stop for most 
local sailors. Next door is the Whaler Bar 
& Grill. If you happen to pass it on a 
Sunday afternoon, keep an eye out for its 
big smoking barbecue pit. Here you can 
enjoy delicious barbecued chicken, 
beans, and potato salad for a reasonable 
price. The Cash Store & Cafe located 
next to the Whaler offers an excellent 
breakfast. 

r\ _Qonta Cr 117 &tnn Oil at 


Upper Crust Pizza, located past the sec¬ 
ond light just as you get into town. Great 
pizza at a great price! Santa Cruz offers 
many notable restaurants too numerous 
to mention. When in doubt on where to 
eat here, ask any local sailor for advice. 

SHOPS 

FREELINE DESIGN, 861 41st Avenue, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062; 408-476-2950. 
Service and equipment provided: custom 
sailboards and surfboards. Aitken, Vinta, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Ampro, Excel, 
Fleetwood, and accessories. Have.about 
25 years of board-shaping experience; 
owner John Mel has been shaping 
boards for over 30 years. 

HAUT SHOP, 345 Swift Street, Santa 
Cruz, CA; 408-426-7874. Close to Natural 
Bridges State Park, Its Beach, and other 
Santa Cruz sailing spots. Service and 
equipment provided: Haut custom 
slalom and wave boards. Neil Pryde and 
Northwave sails, and a full line of 
accessories. Doug Haut was one of the 
first California surfboard shapers to 
expand into sailboard designs. 

SKI SHOP SANTA CRUZ, 124 River 
Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060; 408-426- 
6760. Service and equipment provided. 
Neil Pryde and Gaastra sails, Seatrend 
boards, and a complete line of sun¬ 
glasses and accessories. 

WINDSURF SANTA CRUZ, 546 Palm 
Street (a half-block off Highway 1), Santa 
Cruz, CA 95060; 408-458-0518. Close to 
Waddell Creek and other Santa Cruz 
sailing spots. Service and equipment 
provided: Waddell Surfsail, Seatrend, 
and Mistral boards; Windwing, North, 
and Simmer Style sails; Hotline wetsuits, 
and Hi-Tech and Windsurfing Hawaii 
hardware; lessons and used board con¬ 
signment. On the way to Waddell with a 
new expanded showroom. 

O’NEILL WETSUITS, 1071 41st Avenue, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062; 408-475-7500. 
Service and equipment provided: 
wetsuits for all watersports. Since that 
chilly day in 1952 when Jack O’Neill 
stepped into San Francisco Bay with the 
first neoprene wetsuit, O’Neill has 
become the world’s largest wetsuit 
manufacturer. 

SAIL MAKERS 

WADDELL SAILS, 333 Ingalls Street, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060; 408-425-7377. 

Close to Santa Cruz’s Waddell Creek. Its 



















swell conditions could end in disaster. 

Last of all, for those of you who have 
an adventurous soul, there are a few 
spots not mentioned because of the diffi¬ 
culty of getting to them. But with a little 
determination and some good, honest 
sweat, the rewards can be well worth 
your seeking them out. 

Doug Acton is a free-lance writer and pho¬ 
tographer from northern California. 


Beach, and Natural Bridges State Park. 
Service and/or equipment provided: 
speed and surf sails, sail repair, and full 
line of retail accessories. Since its 
opening in 1984 as a small custom loft, it 
has quickly grown to one of northern 
California’s top sail brands. The hus- 
band-and-wife team behind Waddell, 
Trevor and Tina Baylis, are both top 
California competitors. 

BOARD MANUFACTURERS 

STRETCH BOARDS - WADDELL CREEK, 
207 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA; 408- 
458-5098. Service and/or equipment 
provided: complete board manufactur¬ 
ing, shaping, and glassing. “Stretch” is an 
up-and-coming shaper and sailor who 
tests all his designs at Waddell Creek. 
SEATREND, 1053-A 17th Avenue, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95062; 408-462-3633. Service 
and/or equipment provided: a unique 
line of production/custom hybrid wave 
and slalom boards. 

WADDELL SURFSA1L, 4340 Gladys 
Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95062; 408-476- 
2772. Service and/or equipment pro¬ 
vided: individually crafted custom wave 
and slalom speed boards. “We’re sailors 
building custom boards for sailors,” says 
20-year veteran shaper Steve Coletta. 
WATERAT SAILING EQUIPMENT, PO 
Box 2790, Santa Cruz, CA 95063:408-462- 
5745. Service and/or equipment pro¬ 
vided: strictly custom sailboards, center- 
boards, fins, and exclusive fin box 
designs using the latest carbon-fiber 
technology. Owner Larry Tuttle is a 
respected 505 sailor and marine 
engineer. He has produced high-tech 
equipment for Mike Waltze, Ken Winner, 
Cort Lamed, and Windsurfer and 
Olympic competitors. 

ACCESSORY MANUFACTURERS 

RAINBOW FIN COMPANY, PO Box 191, 
Watsonville, CA 95077; 408-728-2998. 
Service and/or equipment provided: 
sailboard and surfboard fins, fin 
boxes, footstraps, and more. Owner 
Glenn DeWltt has rallied a small 
surfboard company into one of the 
largest custom fin producers in the 
world. 

BOARD REPAIR AND 
BUILDING MATERIALS 

MONTEREY BAY FIBERGLASS, 205 

^ oac * Extension, Santa Cruz, CA 
95062; 408-476-7464. Service and/or 
equipment provided: Clark Sailboard 
Blanks, resins/epoxies, S-glass, kevlar, 
and graphite. Monterey Bay offers an 
experienced consultant service 
for dO-it-yourseIfpr«; with HinopH 



CUSTOM EPOXY SLALOM BOARD $299.00 


"BUILDING A LIGHT WEIGHT 
EPOXY SAILBOARD" 


This booklet comes with every kit and is now available 
separately. 40 pages filled with facts, photos and 
illustrations showing you the secrets of professional 
board build «rs. Purchase price of US$ 30.00 Is refund¬ 
able with Kit purchase. Find out how you can build 
your own £ I 3 S-Epoxy Light Weight Sailboard. 



Pall nr u-jtp. for more information. 
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An Insider's Look At The State Of The Art 


by Mike Waltze 

G rice again, the 
Maui event 
proved to be the 
perfect staging 
ground for the latest and 
hottest maneuvers, and, 
as usual, the pros pulled 
off new moves and 
showed more control 
than ever. If you were 
present, as I was, to wit¬ 
ness the sailing that took 
place at Hookipa Beach 
Park before, during, and 
after the event, you would 
know that this sport, es¬ 
pecially the wave sailing 
aspect of it, is on fire and progressing 
rapidly. Unfortunately, from a profes¬ 
sional and organizational level, competi¬ 
tive sailboarding hasn’t kept pace, and 
has definitely fallen into a slump. 

The Sailboards Maui Grand Prix and 
New Zealand Speed Trials had already 
been called off earlier in the year for lack 
of sponsorship, and no one, not even 
event promoter Paul Ehmann, knew who 
the sponsor for the 1987 Aloha Classic 
would be until three weeks before the 
event. Prize money for the Aloha was still 
up in the air until two weeks prior to the 
event, and there was still a lot of contro¬ 
versy remaining over the dispersing of 
prize monies from the 1986 Aloha. 

When the slalom event was called off 
in the '86 contest, Ehmann held back 
some $14,000 in prize money. A lot of 
sailors and sponsors were upset by this 
decision, and felt the money should have 
been added to the wave prizes-espe- 
cially since many sailors risked injury 
find hrnkfi a lot Of «ar in what was for 


sure the biggest surf 
ever ridden in a contest. 
Ehmann promised sail¬ 
ors the money would be 
rolled over into the 1987 
event, but this didn’t 
happen, and the where¬ 
abouts of the ’86 prize 
money remains a mys¬ 
tery. 

This year, thanks to 
Surf Engineering and 
Maui Isana Resort, the 
contest was on once 
again, with $20,000 in 
prize money. Everyone 
was hot to sail and in the 
usual contest mode, but there were 
mixed feelings on the judging. A year ago, 
some concerned individuals started a 
group called the Professional Sailboard 
Judging Association. Founding members 
were: Debbie Brown, Ed Angulo, Craig 
Maisonville, Cyrus Monroe, and Jeff 
Bourne. Their goal was to educate the 
judges and communicate with the pro 
sailors to create a uniform, consistent 
system for judging. Their efforts proved 
useful as we sailors finally felt we had a 
group of judges whom we could trust and 
who had the same objectives and under¬ 
stood the finer points of sailing. 

Unfortunately, Ehmann decided that 
the $115 per judge per day the associa¬ 
tion was asking, was too much to pay out 
of a $50,000 budget (the $115 included a 
$15 fee which was given to the associa¬ 
tion, leaving each judge $100-not much 
to pay a qualified person for a full day of 
judging a pro wave sailing event). 

To ensure quality judging, Hi-Tech 
and Angulo Hawaii offered to pay the 



Hookipa from the helicopter - small 
waves, but big crowds 










































difference between the $75 Ehmann 
wanted to pay and the $115 that the 
qualified judges were looking for. Their 
only request for doing so was that 
Ehmann Productions open the books so 
the contributing sponsors could see 
where their money went. Ehmann 
turned them down, and two weeks be¬ 
fore the event he hired an unknown to be 
the head judge and to recruit other 
judges. Ehmann's refusal to work with 
the judging association caused top- 
ranked wave sailors Debbie Brown and 
Dave Colignon to boycott the event. It 
was very unfortunate to witness such a 
major setback in the professionalism of 
our sport. 


beach when the wind gets a bit iffy. Mark 
Pederson, Luke Hargreaves, Rowen Cud- 
more, and Jeremy Hurwitz were four 
Aussies who performed well and made it 
to the main event. 

Also advancing and sailing very 
strong were David Wetter, Rush Randle, 
Ralf Sifford, Mike Eskimo, and Kimo 
Fernie. The boys were still able to pull off 
regular loops, forward rolls, and aerial re¬ 
entries in the given conditions. People 
were already talking about the Halloween 
parties that were lined up for the week¬ 
end, and everyone was hoping the event 
would be over by Friday night so that 
they could all cut loose. 

Next were the womens prelims, with 



Left: The grand master, Robby Naish, in complete control as the world spins around below him. Above: Alex 
Aguera and Hisao Nakazato in sync. Below: Women's winner and still champion Kelby Anno. Right: Mark 
Angulo calmly launches into a one handed forward loop - 'The Shaka Roll".. 


The Contest 

It was the week before Halloween, and 
top sailors were once again gathered at 
Hookipa Beach Park for the big event. Out 
of about 150 competitors, there were 16 
seeded men, eight women, and eight 
masters. The remaining 120 sailors had to 
battle through a double-elimination pre¬ 
liminary bracket to fill the 32 spots avail¬ 
able in the main event. The first four days 
were devoted to preliminary heats, 
which were all run in less-than-optimum 
but sufficient conditions. 

Twelve-year-old Josh Angulo put on a 
great show, knocking out two competi¬ 
tors but falling short of the main event. 
We must all admit it is a bit punishing to 
get humbled in three- to five-foot surf by 
a grommet. The wind was very easterly, 
making it pretty offshore throughout the 
prelims and gusting up to 15 knots, with 
surf averaging three to five feet all four 
days. 

The Australians were very strong in 
these conditions and showed a lot of the 



eight from the prelims advancing into the 
main event to join the eight seeded 
women. The strongest finishers were 
Carol Aldred, Janie Hunt, Kazumi Kuni- 
taki, and Kerri Dalidio. 

Just before the final competition, 
three more sailors ended up on the beach 
with me because of sailing-related inju¬ 
ries. The M red-shirt” list is getting a lot 
longer, and the injuries more severe: 
Japan’s hopeful, Furura, got 17 stitches in 
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three bones in her foot; Australian Kai 
Hopf cut the achilles tendon on the back 
of his leg and will be out for months; Luke 
Hargreaves severely tore some liga¬ 
ments in his ankle and had to be pulled 
out; and Paul Voglesburg got a foot full of 
sea urchins. 

With flat surf, it was time for the sla¬ 
lom to get going and over with. A lot of 
sailors opted not to compete in the sla¬ 
lom, choosing to stick to the surf and not 
hassle with double the equipment for 
half the pleasure. Dave Kaiama said he 
knew something was up when he saw 
Alan Cadiz get excited by the red buoys in 
the water. Kaiama didn’t get too excited 
himself, nor did many of the others, but 
Cadiz had his day and tied with Robby 
Naish for first in the men’s division. 
There was a lot of grumbling about the 
third-rate starting line that sometimes 
recognized over-earlies and sometimes 
didn’t. Dana Dawes edged out Angela 
Cochran in the women’s division, and 
Fred Haywood showed the masters that 
the grand master can still go fast in the 
surf and hit every jibe. He beat out Rich 
Meyers. 

The Masters wave competition took 
place in gusty winds and about four-foot 
surf. The guys that shone were Rich 
Meyers, Doug Hunt, and Robin Cortez- 
first, second and third place, respec¬ 
tively. The women got even bigger surf 
the next day with six-foot sets and 15 
knots of wind. Jill Boyer was throwing 
forward rolls during her heats which was 
a first for women’s competition. Karla 
Weber, Lorraine Daly, and Lena Kerr 
showed very smooth wave riding and 
jumping skills, which took them a long 
way; and in Lena’s case, all the way to the 


then long-time companion Pete Cab- 
rinha. A successful rematch with Ian 
Boyd-who had sent him to the loser’s 
round the previous day-moved Naish on 
to defeat Kaiama, and to the ultimate 
match-up with Mark Angulo, who had 
been patiently waiting to see who would 
be his rival for the day. 

It appeared that the waiting slowed 
Angulo down while the sailing got Naish 
all warmed up. In earlier heats, Naish 
pulled off a regular loop, then a barrel 
roll, then a perfect forward all on the 
same run out. In the final heats, Angulo 
was showing all of his incredible wave 
riding style but just wasn’t hitting his 
loops. Naish, on the other hand, was 
hitting just about everything he tried 
and then some. There was no question 
after the second heat that Naish had 
once again become the winner of the 
Aloha Classic. 

The closing event for the week was 
the Pog Super Session, a five-heat elimi¬ 
nation series of nothing but loops and 
aerial maneuvers. Rush Randle was the 
undisputed winner after successfully 
pulling off 25- to 30-foot end-over-for¬ 
wards, one after the other, as he had 
been doing all week. 

As another Maui event came to a 
close, the visitors began to pack up and 
head for home. Meanwhile, the regulars 
stayed on to start learning more maneu¬ 
vers for the next showcase event, six 
months down the road. o 


Above; Third place finisher, Dave 
Kaiama, looks for a soft spot to land 
an explosive aerial off the lip. Top; 
Ian Boyd locks into a clean table top. 
Right: A scene from the "windsurfing 
party of the decade." 


straight to the winner’s side and re¬ 
mained, undefeated. It was her fourth 
consecutive win at the Aloha Classic. 

Friday night a giant party had been 
planned at the Bad Boy Clubhouse deep 
in the jungle in Haiku. Unfortunately for 
the 32 men in the main sailing event, 
Saturday morning competition was 
bright and early. The party was on, none¬ 
theless, and became the fiasco of the 
decade. The police came at about 10:30 
to quiet things down-the live music was 
rocking the jungle. It was the windsurfing 
party of the century while it lasted. 

The next morning brought good sail¬ 
ing conditions: 15 knots and a good solid 
five-foot swell with mast-high sets. Mark 
Angulo remained undefeated on the 
winner’s side, with a series of flawless 
heats showing a lot of control and style. 
The heat between him and Dave Kaiama 
was the heat of the day. The two com¬ 
rades matched each other move for 
move, but Angulo had the spark for that 
10-minute session. Pete Cabrinha and 
Ian Boyd were also on fire that day-Boyd 
sent Robby Naish to the loser’s bracket. 

Saturday night was Halloween, and it 
was the same story of an early morning 
for half of the male competitors. But 
nothing could keep them in that night... 
except for Naish. On Sunday, he seemed 
renewed, and ready to go out and slow 
down the younger generation, who had 
been on fire all week. He managed to 
squeeze past a tight heat with 16-year- 
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Klepper 370 v 

The ideal Race-Allround board. ^ 

On the race course or cruising In the 
afternoonthe ultimate experience 
1 length: 370 cm . Width: 67 cm 
.Volume:220liters. Weight*: 15.5kg 
Material: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 1-6 
Preferred Wind Conditions: Beaufort 1-6 

Klepper Hi .J} 

A board for all seasons! Equally Impressive 
os a high wind course board or a sporty , 
family funboard. 
length: 346 cm. Width: 64.5 cm 
Volume: 160 liters. Weight*: 13.8 kg 
Material: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 2-6 
preferred Wind Conditions: Beaufort 2-6 

Klepper 320 

A new breed of Funboard! Explore new 
possibilities with the 320. 


Klepper 295 

A Sporty Floater. The ideal first ^ 
short board. 

length: 298 cm. Width: 62.5 cm 
Volume: 125 liters. Weight*: 9.6 kg 
Material: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 4-6 
Preferred Wind Conditions: Beaufort 3-7 

Klepper 285 

A new Slalom board from Klepper. 
Extremely high top speeds andlast jibes. 
This board is highly competitive yet 
remains user friendly! 
length: 285 cm. Width: 58 cm ^' 
'Volume: 100 liters. Weight*. 8.9kg 
Material: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 4-6 
Preferred Wind Conditions: Beaufort 3-7 

Klepper 272 

The overwhelming success of 1987. 
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ASPECTS 


“This thing just can’t have any rules. There aren’t 
any aerodynamic precepts that fit in to what this 
thing has got to do. It has to waterstartin balance, 
it has to accelerate in balance, it has to operate in 
balance, and it has to work on two tacks. It’s really 
a challenging thing”.-Barry Spanier, on design¬ 
ing sailboard sails, Summer 1987. 


by Tom James 

M aking good sails isn’t easy, 
and for the average sailor, 
understanding what makes 
them work is just about as 
easy as opening an oyster 
with a pencil. The “thing," as 
Barry Spanier put it, may 
have no rules—but top designers have 
plenty of opinions on what makes a sail 
work! 

It is difficult to say that any particular 
sailmaker specializes in designing a cer¬ 
tain section of the sail, because each part 
of a sail works integrally with all the 
others. The luff curve has to work with 
the shaping and the planform, and twist, 
battens, tension, and leading edge are all 
interrelated elements of a well-balanced 


we called on a few and asked them to 
elaborate on their areas of expertise. 

ANewMst 

David Ezzy of North Sails did not in¬ 
vent sailboard sails, nor did he discover 
twist, but he is the designer of the cur¬ 
rently-accepted way to engineer twist 
into sailboard sails-the twist control 
strap. 

Leech twist is not just a fad phrase to 
give sailmakers a new gimmick to hawk 
their wares. Sails need twist for at least 
two major reasons: first, to adjust for 
angle of attack differences caused by 
wind gradient and apparent wind; and 
second, to make the sail easier to handle 














ASPECTS 

tom of the sail, which is caused by the 
surface friction of wind against water. 
Because of this difference, the apparent 
wind clocks around from the bottom of 
the sail to the top, causing an increase in 
apparent wind speed higher up, and a 
consequently greater angle of attack at 
the top of the sail. 

A properly twisting sail compensates 
for this difference and attacks the wind 
at the most beneficial angle throughout 
the height of the sail. If the sail does not 
twist, the airflow may separate and 
cause the sail to stall; this makes it inef¬ 
ficient, especially in lighter winds. When 
sailing through gusts, the sail must twist 
off in order to maintain constant lifting 
force. If the leech is not twisting off, then 
the sail will have an M on/off” feeling. 

But contrary to popular belief, wind¬ 
ier conditions do not always make more 
twist necessary. In windy conditions, 
too much twist also produces an “on/ 
off" feeling and sometimes causes the 
sail to backwind. 



Over the past two years, some sail- 
makers, including Monty Spindler of 
ART, saw cutaways as the answer to the 
twist problem. David Ezzy saw things dif¬ 
ferently. Ezzy was, and is, an outspoken 
opponent of the cutaway craze. While 
other manufacturers were adding on 
and cutting out, Ezzy maintained that 
proper twist could be built into sails by 
working with luff curves and shaping, 
rather than by resorting to radical out¬ 
line changes. In other words, sails could 
gain twist without also gaining the nega¬ 
tive effects of cutaways. 

Strapped for T\vist Control 

Enter the twist control strap, a decep¬ 
tively simple innovation. North Sails, 
the originator, offers this strap in two 
forms: slalom/speed and surf. Slalom 
and speed sails have their grommet 
about six to eight inches above the bot¬ 
tom of the sail, with a cut-out running 
parallel to the mast at the tack. The 
strap is attached to the bottom of the 
sail, and goes around the mast base. 
Here, it’s free to adjust the distance 
between the sail and the mast. On wave 


tional tack, and engineering twist con¬ 
trol though a small “v” cut out of the foot 
of the sail. The twist strap simply opens 
and shuts the “v." 

By the spring of '86, Ezzy was incor¬ 
porating twist control straps on his cus¬ 
tom sails made in Maui, and North's pro¬ 
duction sails for '87 featured the ac¬ 
claimed innovation. This year, most of 
the other major sail manufacturers have 
picked up on the feature, attesting to its 
effectiveness in controlling twist. 

Interestingly enough, Ezzy didn't origi¬ 
nally develop the strap for twist control. 
He created the device in order to do 
away with the small foot batten near the 
mast without losing any desired foot 
area or end-plating effect. 

“I realized that with a tack strap, we 
didn’t need the foot batten; but then its 
relationship with twist clicked. It was 
kind of neat, because we discovered we 
could pull down on the foot and actually 
change the twist of the sail,” Ezzy re¬ 
calls. 

The ability to control sail twist is old 
hat on sailboats equipped with Cunning¬ 
hams, but it's a new innovation for 
sailboard sails. Cutaways produce 
twist, too, but not the controlled twist 
that Ezzy feels is a key advantage of the 
strap. In addition, adjusting Ezzy's strap 
lowers the center of effort of the sail. 
“On a softer-tipped mast," explains 
Ezzy, “the strap works really well be¬ 
cause tightening it flattens the head and 
lowers the center of effort by moving the 
pocket down on the sail. Basically, in 
high winds you want a flatter head 
which is easy to control.” 

Ultimately, he points out, “The pur¬ 
pose of the twist strap is to increase the 
range of the sail and allow the sail to be 
adjusted to sailors of different weights.” 
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Above: What's most important, leading 
edge, twist, planform, or sail shape? No 
one aspect stands out as the primary 
design (actor. Sailmakers, like sailors, 
each have their own style of making a sail 
work. Below: North's twist control strap - 
a unique way to give sails a wider wind 
range. 
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adjusted to sailors of different weights.” 
Ezzy notes that the twist strap changes 
the luff curve of the sail. In general, a sail 
with more luff curve is easier to control 
in higher winds, he says, while less luff 
curve makes a sail more sailable in light 
winds. The TC strap gives sails the ver¬ 
satility needed to cover a wider range of 
wind conditions. However, he adds, 
proper adjustment of the strap is critical 
for proper twist control. 

“The twist strap is always adjusted 
with the outhaul and downhaul," Ezzy 
says. ‘‘In light wind, the downhaul is a 
little looser, and the outhaul should be a 
little looser. The sail will be fuller, and 
the twist strap should be loose. That 
gives shape in the top, giving the sail a 
fairly twisty leech, which is needed for 
pumping in light winds. Then, as the 
wind picks up, the sail needs a little more 
downhaul, a little more outhaul, and we 
can put a little more tension on the strap. 
In overpowering conditions, we cinch 
the downhaul, cinch the outhaul quite a 
bit, leaving a little shape in the sail, and 
tighten up the twist strap. This flattens 



the head out, and reduces the twist a bit 
due to the tendency of overtwisting 
backwinding in high wind.” 

The Leading Edge 

By most accounts, Jeff Magnan of 
Gaastra Sails revolutionized sailboard 
sails by inventing the camber inducer in 
March of 1984. Magnan now has two 
patents on the device, and is in 
Gaastra's Research and Development 
department. He still feels that the first 
30 percent of an air foil's leading edge 
has the largest effect on performance. 

“Foils are critical,” he explains, “but if 
you can't hold the foils in place, then you 
lose the shape you wanted to achieve.” 
For Magnan, the camber inducer is ex¬ 
actly what is needed to lock the foil 
shape in place. 

With his hang-gliding background, 
Magnan immediately recognized the 
need to clean up the shadow behind the 
mast on sailboard sails to achieve a 
smooth, uninterrupted airflow. His 
camber inducers achieved this, but the 
more he worked with them, the more he 
realized that an equally important func¬ 
tion of the inducer is to act as a coupling 
to connect the battens to the mast. This, 
he claims, is what allows a sail designer 
to prescribe a foil and draft section, and 
lock it in. In addition, Magnan found he 
could use stiffer battens when using 
cambers. 

“Stiffer battens give sails high loading 
capacity with much less sail deforma¬ 
tion. This, in turn, extends the upper 
usable speed range substantially." 

Other leading-edge developments 
have come along during the refinement 
of camber inducers, such as split bat¬ 
tens and double-luff sails; both have met 
with success. Magnan feels that split 
battens are essentially camber induc¬ 
ers, but they put the user at a disadvan¬ 
tage because they don’t allow battens to 
be changed easily. Double-luffs were 
also designed to eliminate the wind 
shadow behind the mast, but Magnan 
believes that double-luff or double-sur¬ 
face sails should extend at least 60 per¬ 
cent back before sailors make any sig¬ 
nificant performance gains. However, 
he notes their tendency to sink, their 
weight, and their difficulty of rigging as 
major drawbacks of the design. 

Cambered sails are also reputed to 
be heavy and difficult to rig, but Magnan 
scoffs at these notions. “First of all," he 
says, "a Cl weighs about as much as a 22- 
cent letter. If you have two or three of 
these CIs, you’ll never notice the differ¬ 
ence. Most of the weight of any sail 
comes from the mast, battens, and 
cloth." 

To the complaint that cambers are 
hard to rig, Magnan responds, “That 
isn’t necessarily true. When ADTR test- 


wave RAF, slalom and speed. I have 
found that rigging seems to relate to luff 
curve. The more luff curve the sail has 
the more difficult it is to rig." 

Planning for Planform 

“Basically, planform is the single 
most important element in sail design,” 
says Jeff Henderson of Hot Sails Maui. 
Planform is the outline of the sail, and 
Henderson explains why he's so hot on 
it: “Planform is not only visible to the 
[human] eye, but also to the eye of the 
wind.” 

Naturally, Henderson's designs take 
all of a sail's aspects into careful consid¬ 
eration, but outline, he states, has the 
most dramatic effect on a sail's handling. 
Henderson cites the cutaway as proof 
positive of his viewpoint, since the cut¬ 
away can produce much larger effects 
than, say, a twist strap. He doesn't say 
that these effects are necessarily bet¬ 
ter-just more dramatic. 



racing. It's easier to do well in a slalom 
race with a sail that has a slalom outline 
and the inward form of a wave sail than 
the reverse. Henderson states that sails 
have physical limitations which keep 
those outlined for one type of sailing 
from excelling in another. To further 
illustrate this point, a longer-boomed 
sail with a full foot, which is a slalom 
outline, could accelerate well and power 
through lulls even if it were luffable like 
a wave sail. “Outline changes handling 
absolutely,” Henderson says, “whereas 
flat versus full is almost just a matter of 
tuning or taste.” 

When looking at the outline of a sail, 
the most obvious feature is the aspect 
ratio. In practical terms, this can be 
expressed as the mast-length to boom- 
length ratio. In general, the sail with the 
lower aspect, or longer booms, will have 
better acceleration and a more stable 
feeling throughout the sail, giving the 
sailor a less critical sheet range. A 
shorter-boomed sail, on the other hand, 
will be trickier to sail and more likely to 
stall. But, as Henderson points out, 
short-boom sails often handle better, 
and are easier to control in high winds! 
On a course board, Henderson says a 
short-boomed, hivh-asnpct c»il ic rnAVA 





































Fat-Heads Versus Pin-Heads 

The next aspect of planforming has 
to do with roach—the amount of sail 
that extends beyond the straight lines 
running from head to clew, and clew to 
tack. Assuming it has a normal luff 
curve, a fat-head sail will be better for 
pumping and accelerating in light winds, 
but will have poor high wind control 
because it twists early in the power 
range. A more pin-headed sail, on the 
other hand, doesn’t twist until late in the 
wind range, making it better suited for 
heavy air and more controllable. 

At the lower end of the sail, a large, full 
foot is good for speed and “closing the 
gap," but poor for jibing, since the extra 
foot roach is likely to drag in the water. 

“You can tell a lot about a sail just by 
looking at its luff curve," Henderson 
adds. Assuming it has a standard mast 
bend, a sail with a pronounced luff curve 
feels tight and extremely unforgiving in 
light winds, but offers immense control 
in high winds. A sail with a lesser degree 
of luff curve, on the other hand, loosens 
up the leech and foot, which is good for 
pumping in light winds, but may be a 
hindrance in heavy air. 

Finally, but less obvious to the un¬ 
trained eye, is the sweep angle built into 
. the sail. A sail with a large sweep angle 
may need to be swept extremely far back 
I to close off the gap, but this all ties in 



with track positioning, strap position¬ 
ing, and skeg shape and placement. If a 
sail does not have enough rake, it will 
cause the sailor to ride more upright and 
forward, which could get him pitched or 
pearled, Henderson says. 

Sail Shaping 

Barry Spanier of Spanier and Bourne 
Sailmakers, Maui Sails, once said that he 
could only do so much to make a sail 
shape out well, and that the real key to 
the sail’s shape comes from the guy who 
pulls the strings-the sailor. At our 
sport’s current level of development, 
however, it is fairly safe to assume that 
the average sailor knows how to rig his 
sail properly. With this in mind, the effi¬ 
ciency of a sail’s shape is once again in 
the hands of the sailmaker. 

Trevor Baylis of Santa Cruz, California, 
is Waddell Sails’ owner and designer. 


Baylis has been making sails for five 
years, but says he’s been “trying to make 
sails go fast for 20 years." Baylis has an 
impressive sailboat racing record, be¬ 
gun when he was eight years old, and 
says this experience taught him what to 
look for in a sail. 

“I have this picture in my mind of what 
I think the sail should look like, and that’s 
what I aim for. I’m working towards the 
ideal sail,” he says, “and shaping is a big 
part of that.” 

Shaping is the guts of the sail - it’s what 
makes it full or flat, powerful or dead, and 
even fast or slow. Baylis explains that 
there are three basic ways to put shape 
in a sail-using luff curve, seams, and bat- 
tens-and that most sailmakers now use a 
combination of all three. 

Shape is added to sails at their seams. 
Shape in the luff panel creates what is 
called luff curve. Luff curve shape is pro¬ 
duced by cutting the leading edge of the 
luff panel so that it has more bend than 
the natural bend of the mast. This is why 
some sails have huge vertical wrinkles 
running along the luff when the mast is 
first inserted. When tension is added to 
the sail by bending the mast, the 
wrinkles become fullness along the lead¬ 
ing edge of the sail. 

Baylis says that some designers cut 
their luff curves to exactly match the 
bend of the mast. This, he claims, can 
cause problems because the mast bend 
changes as the sail is loaded by wind. 
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SEATREND/MARK ANGULO • TWO ENTITIES 
INTERESTED IN ONLY ONE THING: “BEING THE 
BEST." 


Board designs are constantly progressing, 
becoming taster and easier to ride. The key is 
design turnaround time As a small company 
we are able to test new designs, then bring 
them to you in the shortest possible time. 


WHAT WE TEST TODAY YOU RIDE TOMORROW! 


New technology,* ultra high t^ch new 
construction system produces boards more 
durable than everbefore 
Seatrend backs its products with new one 
year warranty program for 88 season 
Six new models to choose from 
Three models just for super high wind sailing 
in surf or flat water 

Slalom boards for all wind categories and 
every size of sailor — 91 93, 95, 97, 910 there 
one perfect for you 

Two of the world's top designers working 
together to bring you the best possible 
shapes 
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When such sails are rigged but un¬ 
loaded, they will have fullness evenly 
distributed throughout the luff. But 
when loaded by wind pressure, the in¬ 
crease in mast bend will cause these 
sails to lose fullness, resulting in a flat 
luff section and a loss of lift. 

Baylis shoots for even shaping 
throughout the sail, but he uses luff 
curve only to shape the head, and puts 
shape in the lower parts of the sail 
through a method known as broadseam- 
ing. This, he says, allows the head to 
flatten out when loaded, but keeps 
power in the lower regions. “Windsurf¬ 
ing is unique,” he notes, “because you 
can’t adjust the sail while sailing, but you 
want your sail to change as conditions 
change. In lighter winds, you want the 
draft pretty far back so there will be 
some fullness up top to pump with. But 
when the wind picks up, you want the 
head to flatten out and the draft to move 
down.” 


Baylis shoots for even shaping 
throughout the sail, but he 
uses luff curve only 
to shape the head. 


His sails are designed to do just that, 
but if the conditions change too drasti¬ 
cally, naturally the sailor may need to 
come in and adjust the sail. 

Baylis describes broadseaming with a 
simple analogy: Cut a sheet of paper into 
a semi-circle and lay the curved edge 
against the flat edge of a second sheet of 
paper. Next, try to join the flat edge to 
the curved edge in a seam, while keeping 
the paper flat. The flat piece of paper will 
bunch up, giving shape to your seam, 
just as shape is broadseamed into sails. 
This technique can be used at any seam, 
allowing the sailmaker to put shape 
wherever he wants it. 

The third possible way to change the 
shape of a sail is with the battens, but 
Baylis explains that this is only possible 
when working with very stable cloth and 
stiff battens. Battens, he points out, 
don’t really lock-in shape, but they can 
change the shape of a sail. 

A tapered batten will put shape in ac¬ 
cording to the taper, while a flat batten 
just assumes the shape that is built into 
the sail. The stiffer the batten, the truer 
this becomes. For example, a flat, very 
stiff batten will tend to keep a sail flat. 
Baylis says you don’t want a sail in which 
the battens and shaping are fighting 
each other, but one where they are com¬ 
plementary. 

Testing is the only way to really check 
shape, declares Baylis. “You Dlav with a ii 
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MARCH 5 & 6, 1988 


Just bring all of your used equipment that you would like to sell or swap to Sailways 
on Thursday March 3 or Friday March 4. Mxi can price it and we will sell it for you. 
If it does not sell by the end of the weekend, you simply take it home. No cost! No 
obligation to buy! There is simply no better way to sell your used equipment. 

And for all of you that are looking for the best value in new and used equipment just in 
time for the howling winds of spring: this is definitely the chance you've been waiting for. 

We will have more than 400 boards for sale, more than 500 sails, and the 
most incredible display of wetsuits and accessories ever...at prices that 
cannot be beat! Factory representatives will be here to talk with you about 
equipment and bank representatives will also be on hand to help you creatively 
finance your new board(s). DONTMISS IT!! 



THE BEST SAILBOARD AND SMALL SAILBOAT PRICES, SER¬ 
VICE AND SELECTION ANYWHERE! CALL NOW FOR OUR 
NEW MAIL ORDER CATALOG. 

CALL 1-800-544-WIND 

In Connecticut call 203-336-WIND 

Sailways Sailways 

299 Wordin Ave. 1722 Boston Post Rd. 

Bridgeport, CT 06605 Milford, CT 06460 
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By Lisa Neuburger 

elcome to Guadeloupe, site of 
the 1987 Peter Stuyvesant 
Travel Pro World Cup! This 
was the last stop on the ’87 
World Boardsailing Associa¬ 
tion (WBA) World Cup Cir¬ 
cuit, and the end of World 
Cup racing as we've come to 


French West Indies, was the only warm 
stop on the World Cup Circuit in the past 
few years. 

But warm waters and sunshine do 
not a great race make. Airline cargo de¬ 
lays left many sailors without boards at 
the start of the event, and light winds 
plagued much of the competition. Most 
participants will agree that the last 
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lackluster sailing action, important deci¬ 
sions came out of the Guadeloupe event, 
decisions which will shape the future of 
professional boardsailing. 

Events in Zandvoort, Holland, in Oc¬ 
tober ’87, provided the catalyst for ma¬ 
jor changes in professional racing, and 
December in the Caribbean offered the 
opportunity for the pros involved to put 
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Far left: Participants prepare 
for the grand finale: the end of 
the '87 World Cup series. 

Top: On your mark? Or just 
heading there. The start of 
course racing has most competi¬ 
tors lined up. Left: Site of the 
race and view of Guadeloupe's 
coastline. Below: Tiga's Anders 
Bringdal and Erik Thieme meet 
at the mark during a slalom 
heat. 



sional Windsurfers Association (PWA). 
It was also time to plan the ’88 World 
Tour-the blooming branches of a tree 
deeply rooted in the four-year-old WBA 
World Cup Circuit and the WBA Pool. 

The Race 

As all of us Caribbean boardsailors 
know, December is not a month re¬ 
nowned for wind consistency in this part 
of the world. Guadeloupe is no exception 
to this rule, and the fickle winds of De¬ 
cember proved as inconsistent as ever. 
To make matters worse, all the sailors 
except those based out of Miami or Paris 
had major problems getting their equip¬ 
ment to the site. Some received their 
gear several days after arriving, some re¬ 
ceived it weeks later, and some-like the 


women’s slalom, and one round of 
men’s. 1 made it to the Hotel Meridien 
just in time to watch F2’s foreign phe¬ 
nomenon Bjorn Dunkerbeck win the 
men’s final of this very long-legged figure 
eight slalom course-half a leg ahead of 
Robby Naish, who finished second. 

After the start, Dunkerbeck, the kid 
from the Canaries, used amazing speed 
to put more and more distance between 
himself and Naish, his rival. In the 
women’s division, Bjorn’s sibling Britt 
Dunkerbeck, who also graces the F2 
Team, dominated both women’s 
rounds, using the same amazing speed 
that seems to run in the family. Mistral’s 
Nathalie Le Lievre followed closely be¬ 
hind Britt with a second-place finish in 
slalom. Meanwhile, veteran F2 racer and 
87 World Cun Overall Chamninn Aninlr 
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moved down in the Guadeloupe stand¬ 
ings but still maintained her season’s 
title. 

Three course races took place a few 
days earlier in minimal winds with both 
men and women using their biggest 
sails; again, the dynamic Dunkerbeck 
duo dominated. Bruce Wylie of Australia 
and Anick Graveline raced to final sec¬ 
ond place finishes in men’s and women’s 
course racing, respectively. 

The final awards night party was one 
of the best of the whole circuit. With a 
little help from anonymous sources us¬ 
ing French chocolate mousse and star- 
fruit in Alex Aguera and Mark Woods’ 
bathroom (the anonymous sources 
were discovered and avenged), the 
party was off to a fabulous start. Ulti¬ 
mately, no one escaped a forced plunge 
into the ocean or the hotel swimming 
pool-people were tossed in clothes, 
beer, tables, mud, and all! Congratula¬ 
tions once again to ’87 World Cup Over¬ 
all Title Winners Robby Naish and Anick 
Graveline. 

The Meetings 

The light winds limited racing action 
to only two days and gave the committee 
members of the new PWA ample time to 
hold daily-nearly hourly-meetings to 
lay the groundwork for the new associa¬ 
tion and to speak to the press. Anders 
Bringdal, Bjorn Schrader, Nathalie Le 
Lievre, Christian Herles, Tom Luedecke, 
and Chairman Terry Wyner met for 
hours at a time, making crucial decisions 
that would determine the fate of profes¬ 
sional racing. 

The World Tour, which encom¬ 
passes the events of the World Cup Cir¬ 
cuit, the Caribbean Tour, the US West 
Coast races, Hawaiian wave events, 
races in Niijima, Japan, and additional 
events in Schevinigen, Holland, and 
Tariffa, Spain, should certainly provide 
enough challenges to keep pro racers 
busy next year! The Association will 
sanction these events, which will all be 
par of a ranking system so that—finally 
-it will be possible to name overall and 
individual world champions in profes¬ 
sional windsurfing and bring more or¬ 
ganized media coverage and sponsor¬ 
ship to pro windsurfing circuits. 

I must admit that 1 was initially a bit 
skeptical about all of this, as it sounded 
as though pro windsurfing was becom- 
ng more exclusive, benefiting only 
those who have made it into the top 
ranks, and keeping them there. How¬ 
ever, my views were changed. After a few 
meetings and hearings, I now feel very 
confident that the association has the 
potential to bring pro windsurfing into a 
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to the PWA of $200, a racer may race in 
every event of the World Tour and will 
receive an overall ranking in the interna¬ 
tional ranking system. In addition, the 
racer will know his or her standing in the 
individual disciplines of slalom (mini¬ 
mum participation six races), course 
racing (minimum five races), and wave 
racing (minimum four races), and the 
racer is allowed to vote within the asso¬ 
ciation. 

Also offered are $50 memberships, 
which allow participation in two sanc¬ 
tioned events, but do not provide the 
sailor with a ranking, and do not confer 
the right to vote. Not a racer, but still 
want to support the PWA? Then the $15 
contributor membership is for you-no 


Left; Robby Naish is once again the 
World Cup Overall winner. Below: 
The beginning of course racing. 



Judging by the number of competi¬ 
tors alone, pro windsurfing is not at the 
stage where we can afford to make it 
more exclusive. But by limiting the pro 
circuit to a maximum number of com¬ 
petitors per event of 64 men, and open¬ 
ing the women’s division to unlimited 
competitors (to encourage greater par¬ 
ticipation), the caliber of racing can still 
be maintained at a reasonable level. At 
the same time, the costs of entering this 
circuit, in contrast to the high-priced 
World Cup Circuit, will not be a brick 
wall to the racer who is not a fully-paid 
memhpr of an elite team. 


racing, no vote, but great support! All 
members receive PWA ranking lists, 
newsletters, and a membership sticker! 

The PWA’s most important role will 
be to set guidelines for event organizers 
and sponsors and to guarantee racers 
that publicized prize money amounts 
will be awarded, that wind minimums 
will be upheld, and that racers will be 
regarded as professional sportsmen and 
women at each event. Further, all event 
sponsors will be recognized and receive 
more visibility and positive feedback 
Many events in '88 will be limited to one 
or two disciplines, allowing rarp rf . 

















































those who can’t afford to join the Race- 
Slalom-Wave Board Wars (on the water 
and with the airlines) a break while suc¬ 
cessfully participating in at least a por¬ 
tion of the World Tour. 

After hearing the plans and goals for 
the new PWA, my recommendation to all 
aspiring pro racers and to anyone who 
would like to contribute to a growing 
professional windsurfing circuit is to 
join the PWA ASAP! Your support is vital 
to the success of the PWA, and the dead¬ 
line for joining is fast approaching (the 
cut-off date was set at January 31, but 
you may still have time if you hurry). 

By the way, Guadeloupe will be a 
stop on the ’89 Tour-in February, when 
the winds really do howl in the Carib¬ 
bean. Hopefully, by then the event or¬ 
ganizers will be able to arrange easier 
travel and equipment transport. 

Thoughts on the State of 
Pro Windsurfing 

By Tom Pace 

Let’s dispel the current hot rumor 
right now: professional racing is not 
dead at all. in fact, the outlook for this 
area of the sport is the brightest it has 
been in years. Anyone who has raced 
knows that the ultimate challenge is to 
be able to go up against the best compe¬ 
tition out there. Until now, the ability to 
achieve that goal in professional racing 
has been limited to a select number of 
sailors but, thanks to the newly formed 
PWA, more sailors will get a chance to 
compete against “the best.” 

The (now former) World Cup restric¬ 
tions kept a lot of great racers out of any 
ranking and subsequently kept those 
sailors from getting the attention 
needed to “break into” the World Cup. 
David Deisinger is an excellent example: 
he has been one of the best slalom rac¬ 
ers in the United States for several years, 
but has had little opportunity to be 
considered among the world’s best 
because he wasn’t one of the 48 guys 
doing the World Cup. 

The step being taken by the pro sail¬ 
ors is absolutely essential for the sport 
to gain any credibility outside the world 
of sailing. That step is the formation of 
the PWA-the Professional Windsurfers 
Association. Currently, most corpora¬ 
tions perceive windsurfing as a fun 
hobby or, at best, a slightly amazing but 
fad-like little sport that is totally unwor¬ 
thy of any attention whatsoever-much 
less advertising dollars. 

So, what has been planned for the 
future to change this image? A lot. In 
September, “the pool” announced that 
they were no longer going to organize 
and run the World Cup. At that point, the 
sailors began to Cive some innnt as to 
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THE BEST FROM 
"DOWN UNDER" 


The highest performance boards from “Down Under.” Now 
available in America, Tyronsea has been known in 
Australia as the best production boards available. 
The 370, the full size race/fun board of the line has 
230 liters of volume and is 12'0* long. Comes 
complete with 7.0m Neil Pryde RAF Slalom 
racing rig. 

The 330 is a fun/speed board in the mid-size 
range with 170 liters of volume in only a 10'6 W 
length. The short length lets you perform radical 
maneuvers while the extra volume gets you on 
a plane easy in light to moderate winds. It 
comes with a 6.0m Neil Pryde RAF Slalom rig. 
At only 9'6" long, the 295 is the Slalom 
board from Tyronsea. This single fin pintail 
•A \ is extremely quick on the straightaway and 
W \ smooth in the turns. 120 liters of volume 
i *.’■ \ gives you that extra bit of confidence that 

you can uphaul and still get home if the 
wind dies. Complete with 6.0m Neil 
Pryde rig. 

All Tyronsea Boards are made from 
ASA with a polyurethane core and are 
extremely resistant to impact, 
delamination or, sunlight damage. 

Order yours today. 

Order #3015015 *87 Tyronsea 370 $699-00 
Order #3015025 ’87 Tyronsea 330 $699-00 
Order #3015025 ’87 Tyronsea 295 $699-00 

















Aruba • Barbados 

• St. Croix • Antigua 

• Jamaica • Puerto 
Rico • Florida Keys 

• St. Thomas • Baja 

• Maui and Other 
Hot Spots! 


All-inclusive 
boardsailing vacation 
packages. Call for 
brochures and 
information today! 



WORLD CUP 

sive and visible group of the world’s best 
sailors could give the sport a healthy 
direction and strong outlook for the fu¬ 
ture. 

PWA Facts 

The PWA is made up of sailors from 
all over the world, and from all disci¬ 
plines: course racing, wave riding, and 
slalom. The members of the PWA 
committee are Nevin Sayre, Bjorn 



Shrader, Julie De Werd, Christian Herles, 
Anders Bringdal, Robby Naish, Nathalie 
Le Lievre, Tom Luedecke, and Terry 
Wyner. There will also be a Japanese 
representative elected in the spring and 
provisions have been made for another 
Hawaiian member to properly represent 
wave sailors’ interests. 

The PWA offices are based in Mu¬ 
nich, West Germany, and will be headed 
up by Terry Wyner, the man who has, for 
the past five years, run the Gunstead 500 
and GTI. Those who participated in 
these two South African events have 
called them “the best surf slalom events 
ever run." 

The PWA is working to make a num¬ 
ber of changes and refinements to the 
way events are sanctioned, judged, and 
structured. Some of these changes in¬ 
volve advertising space on sails, mini¬ 
mum wind rules, sponsorship, invitation 
criteria, and uniform standards for sanc¬ 
tioned events. 

The best way to get specific details 
on the new standards, the event sched¬ 
ule for 1988, and to join the organization 
is by writing to PWA headquarters: 

Professional Windsurfing Association 

Feldafinger Platz 2 

8000 Munich 71 

West Germany 

Fax 089-781076 

Your application for membership should 
include: name, address, telephone-telex- 
fax numbers, country, date of birth, coun¬ 
try of citizenship, sex, sail number, inter¬ 
ests (wave sailing, slalom, course racing 
speed sailing), three sponsors, if any 
years of competitive sailing and type 0 } 
membership desired (1. Individual N 0r) . 
Voting S15; 2. Two sanctioned events 
only, $50;3. Active, voting, $200; 4. Action 
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HiFly introduces the new Spirit— 
a high-spirited allround funboard 
that’s also a raceboard! 


I ts concave-bottom shape lets you plane 
early even in light air. Easy to jibe, too, 
and easy to advance on, especially for 
sailors under 175 pounds. In addition to 
its lightweight—just35 pounds—HiRy’s 
Spirit offers high technology construction 
at a downright affordable price. Standard 
on the ultra-fast Spirit: adjustable mast- 
foot system and mast-track with integral 
locking mechanism: vario-boom; high- 
performance epoxy mast and six neoprene 
footstraps. The Spirit is available with the 
standard 5.8 sq. m. Fun Wing Sail, or your 
choice of optional sails. 

HiFly’s ‘Think Pink’ skeg is made of poly¬ 
carbonate—an extremely stiff and durable 
material — and each skeg is exhaustively 
checked in test tanks for optimum hydro¬ 
dynamics. 

HiFly’s New Spirit — The True Spirit of 
Windsurfing! 


Dorsey, MD 2107 r 






















SLALOM BOARDS 


By Tom James 


hristmas came early this year 
at the magazine. Some 50 
boards were delivered 
through the WindRider chim¬ 
ney in early December, all 
vying for the top spots in the ’88 board 
tests. But testing the boards around 
Christmas time has its disadvantages. 
People have a tendency to be lenient, 
giving...and even jolly; but that wasn’t 
what we wanted. We really planned to 
tear into this year’s fleet-and to be 
tougher and more analytical than ever. 
To do justice to the job, we knew we had 
to choose the Sest testers in the busi¬ 
ness. 

Naturally, I went straight to my files: 
“Let’s see...board killers-ah, here we 
go." Harris, Sue. Five years’sailing expe¬ 
rience, 5’3", 115 pounds. Has lived the 
past four years primarily enduring the 
relentless chop of the Gorge-I like that. 
Sue has extensive slalom racing experi¬ 
ence, with her best finishes recently 
being a first in the Amateur Women’s 


mixed field of pros and ams. 

Sailmakers Jeff Henderson of Hot 
Sails Maui and Trevor Baylis of Waddell 
Sails both immediately came to my at¬ 
tention. At 165 and 185 pounds, respec¬ 
tively, these guys always think the 
boards keep their sails from really taking 
off. Actually, Jeff is a hot sailor from 
Maui with eight years’ sailing experi¬ 
ence, who knows how to do more than 
just bottom turns and off-the-lips. Tre¬ 
vor, recognized throughout the Bay area 
by his lanky, hung-out style, used his tre¬ 
mendous board speed, tactics, and tech¬ 
nical knowledge to win the Men’s Ama¬ 
teur at the Gorge Pro-Am last year, and 
placed respectably in the low 20s 
against the world’s best in theS.F. World 
Cup. Both know what makes a board 
work. 

Finally, the heavyweight Will Brady 
from Cabrillo Beach, California, is one of 
the best sailors in Southern Cal. At over 
200 pounds, nothing is bullet-proof to 
him. Will breaks more boards during a 
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Granted, we are tougher critics on 
these boards than the average sailor. In 
fact, most people would be ecstatic 
about these boards, but it’s our job to 
be hardened, and naturally, someone 
has to do it. 

The Site 

With the test team firmly committed 
the travel desk informed me they had 
found a location as punishing as the 
testers themselves for pounding eqnj,, 
ment. “The choice is obvious," they said. 
“Arnha ” 













































dropped into the ocean off the coast of 

Venezuela. Its year-round temperature 
is so warm that the cold tap water stays 
at about 100 degrees F-no joking! in fact, 
there’s probably a Continental Drift 
Theory out there somewhere which 
proves that at one time, Aruba fit per¬ 
fectly into what is now a crater in Baja- 
it certainly feels like it. 

The Testing 

While most of the boards we took to 
Aruba (those without daggerboards) 


the differences in the boards, each 
tester had his/her quiver of choice 
rigged on the beach, and simply popped 
the same sail on each respective board 
to be tested. Then, each would go up¬ 
wind, off the wind, jibe, tack, uphaul, 
jump, speed, and do everything else one 
normally does on a shortboard for nine 
hours to get a good taste of the board. 
We used the standard fin in all circum¬ 
stances possible, and judged the board 
on its performance with that fin only. 

Since all four testers and 1 sailed each 
board, we were able to account for diff er- 


doubts, but the intelligence of this choice 
hit me-literally-as 1 walked off the plane. 
Still on the stairs, a 20-knot blast of dry 
heat hit me so squarely 1 thought for 
certain 1 was in some restricted jetwash 
area. However, after two weeks of solid 
planing, 1 realized that the entire island is 
in the path of a giant blow furnace that 
keeps the thorny Divi Divi trees growing 
sideways, and the sailors’ 4.6m2s always 
on their masts. 

Aruba’s harsh landscape is not ex¬ 
actly what comes to mind when thinking 
of the Caribbean. Palm trees are few and 




























SLALOM BOARDS 

has good speed on all points of sail, Jeff 
prefers one that can slash turns and 
perform in all conditions. While Will-at 
200 pounds-can get a big board to turn 
great, for Sue it may be like maneuvering 
the Titanic through an ice field. The 
bottom line is that boards sail differently 
under different weights and styles, so 
read each testers' comments, and pay 
special attention to those of the tester 
closest to your weight. 

The era of owning two shortboards is 
upon us. Sure, you can get away with 
owning "the perfect all-around 
shortboard," but it's going to be too 
small for the really light stuff, and too big 
for the classic days. Having that high- 
wind board up on the roof when you're 
cruising around on your bigger slalom 
board gives you an air of confidence 
previously reserved for the likes of Clint 
Eastwood when encountering a couple 
of young hoodlums. You and your 
friends can be comfortably maxed out 
on the light-air machines, but while 
they’re thinking, “It doesn't get any bet¬ 
ter than this,” you, with the equalizer 
firmly strapped down in its nine-foot 
holster, will be thinking: “Go on, wind, 
make my day." 

Don't get me wrong: these boards are 
not just reserved for the epic days; we’re 
talking 15 knots plus. In fact, most of the 
boards in this group will perform admi¬ 
rably any time you're on something 
smaller than a 6.0m2. When you need to 


WindRider's\es\ team from left to right: 
Trevor Baylis, Will Brady, Jeff Henderson, 
Tom James, Pat LeMehaute, and Sue 
Harris. 

go smaller than that, then they really 
begin to excel. 

Interpreting The Tests 

We testers, with our combined 30 
years of windsurfing experience, are 
completely in tune with the way Ameri¬ 
cans sail in US conditions. We are not 
swayed by gimmicks, graphics, or mar¬ 
keting campaigns. We just look for solid 
boards that sail well and have the easi¬ 
est, most practical footstraps and com¬ 
ponents to use. From our travels, we’ve 
found that most Americans don't sail 
with booties, so we need boards with a 


good deck and small footstraps. Some of 
the entries obviously did not have the US 
market in mind, as the straps and deck 
were almost impossible to barefoot on. 
However, we did try to give these boards 
a fair shake in the sailing, but keep in 
mind that a board’s overall ranking will 
always be low if its componentry is junk. 

Finally, at the end of each board’s 
summary, the board receives a rating 
from each tester and myself, concluding 
whether the board is worthwhile 
(thumbs up), completely nondescript 
and average (no rating), or just out-and- 
out junk (thumbs down), for a total of 
five votes. If it works for Siskel and Ebert, 
hopefully it will help you decide if the 
board is worth owning. 

This year, with the help of our Tech¬ 
nical Editor, Pat LeMehaute, we made all 
the critical measurements of the boards 


TECHNICAL 

TESTS 

By Pat LeMehaute 


T he technical tests performed were for 
weight, stiffness, and volume. These 
tests were accomplished using two 
electrically-activated load cells and a 
hydraulic ram. 


Weight 

The weight of each board was deter¬ 
mined by placing the board (with footstraps) 
on an aluminum frame which was supported 
by the two load cells. By adding the force on 
each load cell, the total weight was found. The 
load cells ensured an accuracy of at least .05 
of a pound. 

Stiffness 

The stiffness was determined by support¬ 
ing the board six inches from the tail and nose 
and then measuring the force required to 
deflect the center of the board a certain dis¬ 
tance. The distance was determined by the 
following equation: ( displacement)/(distance 
between supports) = constant. 

This escentiallv Guaranteed that the 


identical regardless of the board’s length. 

The boards were deflected with a hydrau¬ 
lic ram, and the resulting force was measured 
with the two load cells. Using a caliper to 
measure the required displacement, the 
maximum error was less than .005 of an inch. 
This resulted in a worst-case error of plus or 
minus two pounds in the deflecting force for 





the stiffest boards (more flexible boards 
would have an even smaller error ratio). 

The results obtained showed that stiffest 
carbon reinforced boards required a force of 
about 120 pounds to cause a displacement of 
about three-eighths of an inch, whereas a 
polyurethane board only needed about 25 
pounds to produce the same displacement. 

Volume 

The volume was determined by sinking 
the boards (with straps) in a pool using the 
hydraulic ram (see photo), and then measur¬ 
ing the buoyant force with the load cells. 
Using the Archimedes principle, which states 
that the weight of the displaced water is equal 
to the buoyant force (force measured on load 
cells plus the weight of the board), and factor¬ 
ing in the density of the water (.997 kg/m 3 for 
water at 78 F), it was possible to calculate the 
volume. 

The only two sources of error in using this 

method are the buoyant force measurement 
and the water density. Since the load cells are 
accurate to .05 of a pound, the maximum 
error they could have produced would h e 
about .02 liter, which is negligible. The w a t er 
density would vary depending on the cherm. 
cal composition of the pool, which consists 
primarily of chlorine. Chlorine, however, has 
little effect on water density, and theref 0r 
the error in the density should also be nani: 
gible. The result Is that the calculated v 0 i u {r 
should be accurate to at least one tenth of* 
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ourselves using highly sensitive equip¬ 
ment (see sidebar). This allows you to 
cut through the manufacturers’ inter¬ 
pretations of measurement for the 
boards and really see if the board meets 
your needs. Each of the “Vital Statistics" 
is critical to the way the board performs. 

Length is pretty self-evident. In gen¬ 
eral, a shorter board can be more lively 
and maneuverable than a longer one, 
but a longer one may carry speed better 
through lulls, and can hold a larger sail. 
This is the least telling of all a board’s 
measurements. 

Width is a very important statistic, 
and should be looked at in conjunction 



with volume to understand what the 
board will be like on the water. While 
volume tells how much “float" the board 
has, width is the telling stat on stability. 

A 15-inch wide by five-inch thick speed 
gun can have the same volume as a 23- 
inch-wide, wafer-thin board, but the 
wider of the two will be much more 
stable. If stability is paramount, then 
look for the widest board. 

Buoyant force is really what you 
want to know when you look at volume. 
It is simply a factor of the board’s volume 
and its weight. These figures will give 
you an idea of how much weight it takes 
to sink the board. Also, keep in mind the 
weight and force of the rig before you 
joyfully decide that the little 8’8" you’ve 
been eyeing will float you with ease. 

Weight is an important, but often 
overemphasized, statistic. While a light 
board has its merits, such as quickness 
to plane and a lively feeling, heavy 
boards have a place-especially in high 
winds. A heavier board gives a stable, 
dampening ride which may be even 
faster when the wind gets radical than a 
board which is always lifting off the 
water. In addition, weight often means 
strength, especially if the weight is the 
result of a heavy glass job. 

Stiffness is like weight in that the 
stiffest board seems most desirable, and 
translates energy into speed; but a 
slightly softer board has a dampening 
effect which can make a potentially 
bumpy ride much more pleasant. 

There are so many different bottom 
shapes and construction methods that 
it*s pretty obvious no one has “the best.” 
In general, slalom boards use some 


speed and early planing, and an epoxy 
construction seems to work best for 
optimum performance. 

The key to a fun high-wind board is in 
its bottom curve. Although outline, 
thickness, rail profile, and construction 
all play important parts-a thick, boxy 
board will turn about as well as Oprah 
Winfrey on a boogie board-a hull de¬ 
signed with less flat is simply going to 
have a better top-end speed. Less flat 
generally means less wetted surface. 
Pros have long known that the boards 
which can really let loose are the ones 
that create the least drag (wetted sur¬ 
face) as they skim across the water. Of 
course, if a board has too much rocker, 
it usually won’t pop up on a plane too 
well, but again, these boards are de¬ 
signed for moderate to strong winds. 

Putting rocker in slalom boards is 
gaining popularity. Top shapers such as 
Craig Maisonville of Hi-Tech are now 
using nearly the same rocker pattern for 
their high wind slalom boards that they 
use on their wave machines, with excel¬ 
lent results in the summer competitions. 
This translates into tight turns and high 
speeds for the racer, and for us it means 
more fun. 

Finally, we come to the categories 
which may ultimately determine what 
board you buy: warranty and price. 
There is no way we can test these catego¬ 
ries, so you’ll have to haggle with the 
dealer about them. Remember that our 
prices reflect the suggested retail price, 
hull only. A much better deal can usually 
be had if you get a rig along with your 
hull. 


DESIGN CHANGES: NEW FOR ’88 

Some of the high-wind slalom 
shortboards reviewed in WindRider’s ’87 
tests will feature design changes in ’88. If 
you’re interested in purchasing one of 
these boards, read through the ’87 test 
reports, but keep the following changes 
in mind. Undoubtedly, they’ll affect the 
board’s performance. 

COBRA 280 

The ’88 Cobra 280 has a new and 
improved grip deck, a durable new ep¬ 
oxy finish, and new graphics. The shape, 
however, remains unchanged from last 
year’s model. 

SEATREND 91 

The polyester model of the Seatrend 
91 has a different construction in ’88; the 
board now features an EPS core with 
high-density urethane and an increased 
skin thickness without increased weight. 
The epoxy model also has an increased 
skin thickness (no weight increase). 

TIGA SLALOM 

The Tiga Slalom has new nonskid 
and improved hardened rails. The Sla¬ 
lom now has an aluminum fin box and 
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BOMBORA ASTROTOY 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS 

The revolutionary stepped vee bot¬ 
tom on the Astrotoy has broken both tra¬ 
dition and the speed barrier. The steps 
provide speed and acceleration, while 
the vee softens the ride and facilitates 
control. Bombora construction pro¬ 
vides the value demanded by the practi¬ 
cal sailor. 

TESTTEAM COMMENTS 

Sue: I found the Bombora to have quite 
a few problems. While it appears to have 
Da Kine-style straps, they proved to be 
completely nonadjustable without the 
help of a screwdriver. In addition, it is 
very difficult to get and keep on a plane. 


BOMBORA ASTROTOY 

BESTFEATURES 

WORST FEATURES 

Durability 

Deck graphics 

Jibing 

Smooth ride 

were slippery 

Straps difficult to 
adjust 

Poor componentry 
Drops off plane 

nnirklv 


While it was windy, this board seemed to 
drag through the water. It isn’t bad going 
upwind, but off the wind it lags. It also 
drags through turns, is flexible, and very 
heavy for me to get in the air with. Eve¬ 
rything about this board is sluggish. 
Jeff: The Astrotoy is a radical departure 
from all other production designs this 
year. With a heavy set of channels run¬ 
ning over half the length of the board, 
and an apparent vee that is easily twice 
that of the current norm, I'm amazed 
that it sails as well as it does. This board 
sailed well once I adjusted its less-than- 
optimal straps. Also, this was the one 
board in the group which I sailed using a 
fin other than the one it came with. Once 
I adjusted the straps, and replaced the 
shaky plastic fin with one I could trust, 
this board sailed pretty well. The stick- 
on graphics began to peel off after I put 
some heavy “Gs” on the board during 
some jibes, but it does jibe nicely. Al¬ 
though the board is sluggish getting 
going, it flies along once on a plane. 
Nothing about this board feels too good, 
but it really isn’t that bad. 

Trevor: When the Astrotoy is planing, it 
is a good board. It has fair straight-line 
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ever, it is extremely heavy and thin for 
its pianform, and this makes it very hard 
to get planing. The construction of this 
hull makes for a durable board, but also 
adds weight. It seems the designers 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9’4" 

Width: 23.5" 

Volume: 110 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 213 lbs. Salt: 

219 lbs. 

Weight: 28.7 lbs. 

Stiffness: 7th (26 lbs. for a deflection 
of 3/8") 

Bottom Shape: Concave to stepped 
vee 

Construction: Seamless P.E. with ure¬ 
thane core 
Price: NA 

Warranty: Two years 


tried to reduce weight by making the 
board thin. The board has an interesting 
bottom with lots of channels in the back 
half. As a result of this, the board goes 
upwind very well when it’s planing, and, 
furthermore, it’s stiffer. The overall fin¬ 
ish of the board is not very impressive, 
especially the graphics and straps. 

Will: A real surprise! Once 1 got it up on 
a plane (which took quite a while) it 
really flew both upwind and downwind. 
Jibing this board is really fun as it seems 
to carve effortlessly, but, unfortunately, 
it drops off a plane quickly. It doesn’t 
have much flotation for its size, but it is 
still fairly stable. The footstraps are way 
too big for me at their smallest setting, 
and the stickers on the deck were placed 
exactly where my heel went in the back 
strap. The deck is slippery, the board is 
flexible, yet it still is a good, easy-to- 
handle board once on a plane. 

SUMMARY 

At first no one thought a P.E. board 
could perform nearly as well as the 

epoxys. But once out on the water every¬ 
one had to agree that it works. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the components are below stan¬ 
dard, and make sailing this board a real 
task. We could recommend it to some¬ 
one if the price were really right, but it 
seems that once the board popp e( j 
of the mold, little was done to make it 
more attractive. The straps are impoc 
sible and the mirrored stickers on tw 
deck make the board slippery 
you need the most traction. With sorr> e 
work, this board would place mi, l 
higher, but as it stands, we feel i t < s Ch 
average performer with poor com-f 0 
nents. Three thumbs down, two th Ul L P . 0 ' 
.... ^bs 
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MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS 


The Electric Rock is a high-wind 
wave/slalom board designed by Stephan 
van den Berg. Constructed using the 
new ACE TEC process, the Electric Rock 
is light, stiff, maneuverable, and features 
a quadro-concave hull for early lift and 
high performance. Excellent distribu¬ 
tion of its volume allows the Electric 
Rock to plane in as little as 15 knots of 
wind. The narrow rounded pintail de¬ 
sign and 8’8" length offer performance 
and control in high winds. 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 


Sue: The Bic Electric Rock is an average 
slalom board. It performs well in a 
straight line off the wind in small to 
medium chop, but its upwind ability lags 
with the fin it comes equipped with. 
However, this board turns great in mod¬ 
erate winds-it is quite loose. I found the 
deck to be slightly slippery, but still 
comfortable. Finally, the straps were 
adjustable, but still not small enough for 
my foot. It is very light-feeling and gets 
up on a plane quicker than most boards 


in this group. 

Jeff: When I first got on the Bic, I didn’t 
like the looks of the shape, and the nose 
seemed to ride very low. However, after 
spending some time tuning the mast po¬ 
sition for my sail, the board surprised 
me with its spunk and sharp feel. It is no 
jibe master, but it can draw out a nice 
turn without bouncing out. The foot¬ 
straps are fairly far forward, which facili¬ 
tates early planing, but hinders top-end 
speed and short-radius jibes. Overall, 
this board works well. 

Tevor: 1 had a lot of fun sailing the Elec¬ 
tric Rock. It seems very fast in all condi¬ 
tions, and jibes extremely well. The 
elliptical planform gives it a lot of plan¬ 
ing area, which makes it the easiest of 
the high-wind boards to get up and plan¬ 
ing. This board is actually a good mod¬ 
erate-air performer as well. It is very 
floaty for its length and 1 had no prob¬ 
lems uphauling it. I do, however, have a 
number of complaints about the board’s 
components. The deck is a little slip¬ 
pery, the straps are uncomfortable and 
do not adjust small enough for bare feet, 


BIC ELECTRIC ROCK 


BEST FEATURES 
Versatility over 
broad wind range 
Light weight gives 
lively feeling 
Jibing ability 


WORST FEATURES 
Straps: Do not 
adjust small 
enough; uncomfort¬ 
able 

Fin: Plastic fin of 


old design hampers 
performance 



BIC ELECTRIC ROCK 


and there is a potentially dangerous ex¬ 
posed seam along the rail. 

Will: On the whole, this is a good all- 
around board with plenty of flotation to 
help someone of my weight get through 
the holes. This high flotation also is 
excellent for a beginning shortboarder. 
Off the wind, the Bic goes great and is a 
pleasure to jibe; however, it does have a 
tendency to catch up the rails on turns. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


SUMMARY 

An interesting thing about this board 
is that the guys all liked the Electric 
Rock, but Sue, the lightweight, had diffi¬ 
culties with it. However, upon closer ex¬ 
amination, this is to be expected. Bic 
seems to know that even in “high winds,” 
shortboard sailors still need a lot of 
volume. For this reason, the short, boxy 
boards from Bic work well, unless you 
are small and lightweight. Rather than 
calling this a high-wind board, we have 
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Length: 8’8" 

Width: 23.25" 

Volume: 108.61 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 218 lbs. Salt: 
225 lbs. 

Weight: 20.8 lbs. 

Stiffness: 3rd (82 lbs. for 3/8" deflec¬ 
tion) 

Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave 
Constuction: ACE TEC: Carbon, 
Kevlar, fiberglass, polystyrene 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $799 


its length, it is not necessarily an early 

planer. What this board does best is 
serve as a stable, fast, “turny” entry in 
the sub-nine-foot range. Of all the 
boards in this group, this is one that a 
beginning shortboarder can learn on 
and grow into. Unfortunately, the per¬ 
formance of this hull is far superior to its 


n^ntc fWrorall fnnr thumbs 11D. 
































VITAL STATISTICS 




AQUATA GAL 285T 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS 

The GAL 285 T is built for light-air 
speed sailing. The single-to-double con¬ 
cave provides early lift and makes this 
board get up and go when other speed 
boards are still sinking. The 285 T also 
jibes very well and could double as a 
slalom board. 


TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Sue: Just another GAL, I found the Aq- 
uata GAL 285 John Hall Design average 
to ride. For a speed/slalom board, its off- 
the-wind performance was just slightly 
above average, and it is very hard to get 
going. Upwind performance is only fair, 
as the board has soft rails. It is a good 
turner, and I found it light and lively- 
feeling. For this reason, it is good for 
jumping. The mast track is kind of tricky, 
since you have to use a special adapter 


AQUATA GAL 285 T 


BESTFEATURES 
Footstraps 
Seamless finish 


WORST FEATURES 
High-wind hold 
Soft rails on 
slalom board 
Deck shape 
Mast track 


in order to accommodate an after-mar¬ 
ket universal. 

Jeff: This GAL is a tough girl to sail. The 
board is fast, but it is uncomfortable to 
sail due to its funky deck shape and poor 
footstrap positioning. Because the deck 
is so flat, slalom pads are a must for this 
board. The hull turns well, and is re¬ 
markably loose for just playing around. 
This might make a fun board for anyone 
who is a non- racer. With a strap position 
change, this could be a remarkably 
loose and fast board for a variety of con¬ 
ditions. 

Trevor: This board has a narrow outline 
with slight single-to-double concaves, 
making it look like it could be very fast. 
Unfortunately, it has a very shaky mast 
track which does not fit any universal 
other than its own without a special 
adapter. Even with this adapter, it is 
difficult to tighten the universal down 
onto the deck, and in my case, I couldn’t 
get it to work at all since the piece broke. 
Although the shape of this board looks 
somewhat promising, I never got to give 
it a fair shake. 

Will: I had a lot of fun on this board; 
although it isn’t all that fast, it does 
everything pretty well. Off the wind it is 
slightly faster than normal, but sailing 
upwind is kind of grueling. The mast 
track is hard to work since the pedal 

• mi 1 1/1 II 


Length: 9’4" 

Width: 22.25" 

Volume: 95 liter 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 188 lbs. Salt: 
194 lbs. 

Weight: 21.9 lbs. 

Stiffness: 3rd (93 lbs. for 3/8" deflec¬ 
tion) 

Bottom Shape: Single-to-double con¬ 
cave 

Construction: PU/EPS core with pre- 
preg carbon epoxy 
Warranty: One year 
Price: Not available 


good and the footstraps are adequate. 
The narrow tail really handles the choo 
well. 

SUMMARY 

It wasn't too easy to reach a consen¬ 
sus on this one: while the GAL 285 T isn't 
necessarily a true speed board, it cer¬ 
tainly is loose and lively-feeling. ^ 
though it doesn't seem super-fast, it ha s 
adequate speed and fun turning ability 
The concept of creating a board just f 0r 
light-air speed sailing is excellent, b ut 
Aquata will have to make some refin^ 
ments to this model for it to become th e 
light-airspeed machine it's meant to b e 
For choppy, high-wind recreational s^n 
ing, however, it's plenty of fun. Th re 
thumbs up, one thumb down, one un<j 
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A.R.T. - THE MOST DOMINANT RIG OF THE 
1987 FUNBOARD WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 



ANDREA HOEPPNER WORLD CHAMPION 1986 


1st 

Place Overall/Men 

DAVE PERKS 

FANATIC/A R.T 

2nd 

Place Overall/Men 

ARTO KANTOJARVI 

FANATIC/ART. 

1st 

Place Course Racing/Men 

DAVE PERKS 

FANATIC/A.R.T. 

2nd Place Course Racing/Men 

ARTO KANTOJARVI 

FANATIC/A.R.T. 

2nd 

Place Slalom/Men 

FABIAN PENDLE 

FANATIC/A.R T. 

3rd 

Place Slalom/Men 

DAVE PERKS 

FANATIC/A.RI 

4th 

Place Slalom/Men 

ARTO KANTOJARVI 

FANATIC/ART. 


2nd Place Course Racing/Women ANDREA HOEPPNER FANATIC/A.R.T. 



















SEATREND 810 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS 

This is a high-wind board designed 
for choppy conditions such as those 
found at the Gorge. For men, this board 
will perfom best in 18 to 30 knots, and for 
women, it will be a perfect medium- to 
high-wind shape. With an 8’10" length 
and good centerline volume, this board 
will handle a wide variety of wind and 
surface conditions. In addition, its char¬ 
acteristics make it very versatile. We 
have found it to be the fastest produc¬ 


SEATREND 810 

BEST FEATURES 

WORST FEATURE 

Sailing perform¬ 

Quite small for the 

ance in high winds 
Components: 

bigger guys 

Straps, deck, skeg; 
everything is 
perfect 

Jibing: Incredibly 
snappy 



tion slalom board on the market in local 
speed events this fall. 

TESTTEAM COMMENTS 

Sue: This is a great board in high winds. 
Even at my size it is hard to get going in 
lighter winds, but this thin board is obvi¬ 
ously not designed for light air. Once up 
to speed, it is fun, easy to jibe, and it 
points to windward with ease. Off the 
wind it has good speed, and jibes are 
super. The 810 has no trouble dealing 
with high winds and chop, but it has to 
be powered to be fun. All around, this is 
a competitive high-wind slalom board. 
Jeff: The Seatrend 810 is truly a high- 
wind slalom board. Even in hyper-speed 
jibes the board holds well and accepts 
both long arcing jibes and short, high- 
powered tight ones. The finish of this 
board is nothing less than custom with 
good Da Kine straps as a final touch. I 
would not want to sail this board with a 
sail larger than a 6.0m2 simply because 
of its low volume. The stiffness of the 

Av/*Allant anH airan in hnmnr 


chop it doesn’t shudder or flex. This — 
board would be good for high-wind ar- 1 
eas or as a second board for all areas. 
Trevor: A great high-wind slalom ! 

board- it feels fast on a straight line, and 
turns and jibes well in all water condi¬ 
tions. For a larger person like myself, the 
Seatrend 810 is a little small unless there 
is a good breeze blowing, but I really 
have no complaints with any aspect of 
the board. All the components are top- 
rate, and the overall finish seems very 
good. This is a great board for anyone 
sailing in a high-wind area. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8T0" 

Width: 20.75" 

Volume: 83.5 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 161 lbs. Salt: 

166 lbs. 

Weight: 22.5 lbs. 

Stiffness: Equal 1st (99 lbs. for 3/8" 
deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave 
Construction: Styrene/high density 
urethane core, cloth-matt sandwich 
skin, also available in epoxy 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $798 


Will: A very responsive board. Al¬ 
though in gusty conditions this board is 
hard to handle because of its low volume 
and narrow tail, it can really handle the 
chop. It’s a speedster for sure, and also 
a snappy turning board. It is very easy to 
draw turns out, and it holds especially 
well on high-speed turns, but the rails ' 
have a tendency to catch. Even so, it is 
responsive enough to use in the waves if 
necessary; but it needs a really steady 
wind to keep it up on a plane. In sum¬ 
mary, 1 really enjoyed sailing this board, 
but would have liked it even better in 
more wind than the gusty 15 to 25 knots 
I used it in. 

SUMMARY 

Out of all the boards in this group, 
the 810 combined the best speed with 
the best turning ability. Furthermore, 
the straps worked, the track worked, the 
non-skid worked, and everthing was a 
general pleasure to use. It is a little sinky, ! 
having the lowest volume of any of the 

boards tested, but it is well-balanced 

and fairly easy to get through lulls. If y 0u j 

could find any fault at all, it would be 
with the straps. They could be a tou C h 
farther back for all-out speed, but then 
the board would be more difficult to 
power through the lulls. We can reco^. 
mend this board for potential high-wj^j 
racers, recreational speedsters, chop, 
hoppers, and any sailor who wants to 
nimnl in 19 nlllfl ttllUTlIll 1111 

















































COBRA SLALOM 270 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS 

The Cobra Slalom 270 has all the 
components to be a winner. The new 
five-panel bottom designed by World 
Cup shaper Gui Lilljgren delivers consis¬ 
tent speed and sustains power through 
jibes. 

TESTTEAM COMMENTS 

Sue: The Cobra 270 is a Cadillac in com¬ 
fort, and is quick and responsive 
through the jibes, but is somewhat hard 
to get going, and tough to get upwind. 
Obviously, with its cushy deck and ease 
of jibing, this makes a good recreational 
slalom board. It is light and fun to chop- 
hop with, but too slow to really be com¬ 
petitive. 

Jeff: This board has a fast look about it, 
and it goes pretty well, but it is not the 


COBRA SLALOM 270 

BEST FEATURES 

WORST FEATURES 

Jibing in high 

Track placement: 

winds 

too far forward 

Comfortable deck 

Slow to plane 

Overall construc¬ 
tion: stiff and 
light 


all-out speed board that I expected it to 
be. The turning is great, but the rails are 
too thick to really hit a tight jibe in chop. 
As usual, the overall finish work on this 
Cobra is excellent; it has great straps, 
traction, and comfort. 

Trevor: 1 found the Cobra 270 Slalom 
very enjoyable to sail in high winds, and 
especially in flat water. It jibes smoothly 
and predictably, and is very quick off the 
wind. As with all the smaller boards, 
however, the 270 did not feel fast up¬ 
wind. On the down side, the mast track 
seems to be placed quite far forward, 
and the straps are not especially com¬ 
fortable. On the other hand, the deck is 
incredibly comfortable-especially on 
tender feet; although at the end of the 
tests there were some small rips which 
raised some ugly questions about dura¬ 
bility. The overall finish of the board 
seems quite nice, with its great paint job 
and distinctive graphics. 

Will: For me, this board did not seem to 
want to get going, but once planing, I had 
a lot of fun on it. It has a lot of tail rocker, 
allowing it to handle some really high 
winds, but for its volume, it takes a sur¬ 
prising amount of wind to get it planing. 
Jibing in lulls was especially dangerous, 

?155 tllP 970 Vine n frofro foil off o 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8T0" 

Width: 22.75" 

Volume: 112.21 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 226 lbs. Salt: 
233 lbs. 

Weight: 20.6 lbs. 

Stiffness: Equal 1 st (99 lbs. for 3/8" 
deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Five panel 
Construction: Epoxy PVC sandwich/ 
EPS core 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,020 


SUMMARY 

Once again, Cobra has produced a 
very unique board. In addition to its 
great, comfortable cushioned deck, the 
performance of this board is commend¬ 
able. Everyone felt that the 270 is fairly 
fast, with Trevor giving it very high 
marks. This is a great turner with a good 
top-end speed, but is somewhat difficult 
to get up on a plane due to its fair amount 
of rocker. Jeff feels that this board does 
not sail well with a sail larger than 5.5m2, 
even though it is relatively floaty. The 
mast track is mounted quite far forward, 
and this may account for Jeff’s com¬ 
ment. We recommend this board for a 
performance-oriented high-wind sailor 
who appreciates the fine workmanship 

in fVtirt PnVkHn n.11 f* 
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TIGA SLALOM 280 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS 

The Tiga Slalom 280 is the exact rep¬ 
lica of the slalom board used by the race 
team at the end of the ’87 World Cup, yet 
it is constructed of microlite XS for ex¬ 
treme durability and substantially re¬ 
duced expense for the sailor. Designed 
for medium winds, the 280 achieves full 
potential in winds of 12 knots and above. 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Sue: I find the Tiga Slalom to be an 
average slalom board. It is quite loose 
and jibes very nicely, but I seemed to 
have a problem getting it to go upwind. 
For my size, this board is a little too 
heavy to have good radical fun with, but 
it keeps up with most of the boards on a 
downwind reach. The deck is a little 
slippery, but other than that and its 
weight, I found no real limitations with 
this board. 


Jeff: The Tiga doesn’t ring any bells, but 


TIGA SLALOM 280 

BEST FEATURES 

WORST FEATURES 

Durability 

Heavy weight gives 

Clean outline 

board a sluggish 

design provides 

feeling in light air 

predictable 

Deck is slippery 

performance 

Not stiff enough 


the overall design is attractive to the 
eye. The finish is one of the best of the 
European boards we’ve tested, with no 
apparent seam, and relatively smooth 
boxes. Also, its Da Kine-style straps 
make this board much nicer for anyone 
who doesn’t sail with booties. Tiga has 
made a good compromise between rac¬ 
ing performance and sailability, allow¬ 
ing anyone who can ride a larger board 
also to ride this smaller hull. It is stable 
and comfortable-even at low speeds. 
Overall, this is a good board for a high¬ 
speed recreational sailor. 

Trevor The Tiga 280 Slalom is a good 
moderate- and high-wind slalom board. 
It is fairly floaty for its length; it feels fast 
and jibes nicely. It is also very control¬ 
lable at high speeds, feeling very solid - 
especially in chop. The Tiga 280 has 
more potential as an all-around slalom 
board than most of the others in the 
high-wind class. I was able to uphaul it 
relatively easily, and found it to be fairly 
easy to sail when not fully powered. The 
molded-in nonskid was not too effective 
with bare feet, but the overall finish of 
this board is good. 

Will: This is a smooth, well-balanced, 
all-around board which seems to jibe ef¬ 
fortlessly without any hanging up on the 
rail. Upwind it is competitive, since it 
doesn’t have a lot of rocker, and has 
fairly boxy rails. Off the wind it’s a 

crniampr sic u/pll The Onlv flaw is the 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9’2" 

Width: 22.5" 

Volume: 105 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 207 lbs. Salt: 

2131bs. 

Weight: 25.4 lbs. 

Stiffness: 6th (38 lbs. for 3/8" deflection) 
Bottom Shape: Triple concave with 
spoon effect steps 

Construction: Microlite with carbon 
stringers 

Warranty: Two years 

Price: Not available. Ask your local 

dealer. 


wise, the board is plenty floaty to sup¬ 
port me, but not too floaty to handle well 
on an overpowered reach. Basically, 
this is a very good intermediate to ad¬ 
vanced board. 

SUMMARY 

We found this to be a good, no-prob¬ 
lem board. Even with its plastic hull, it 
can keep up with most boards, and 
jibed better than most. The bottom 
shape is an innovative stepped design 
direct frojn Tiga World Cup shaper 
Hughes de Turkheim. These steps, 
however, provided no noticeable advan¬ 
tage, as they are out of the water once 
the board reaches a plane. With its boxy 
rails, this board sails best on the moder¬ 
ate side of high-winds, but it is smooth in 
chop, and can hang in there in all but the 
most radical conditions. We all found it 
easy to hop on and ride, and its added 
durability is a real plus. Four thumbs n n 


























































LEETWOOD establishes a new 
level in performance boardsailing 
equipment by introducing its 
Super Slalom E-9 Universal. This 
low-profile universal is made from 6061 
E-9 aluminum - the highest quality 
material presently available. 

An inherent characteristic of this 
material is its high tensile strength, 
making the new Fleetwood universal 
stronger than its heavier competitors. 

The hard anodized, aluma-printed finish 
reflects the quality and durability built 
into this hot new release from 
Fleetwood for 1988. 


For more information or the name of the 
Fleetwood dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-251-2222. In California, call 
1-800-242-3360. 


200 27th Street • Sacramento, CA • 95816 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS 

The Klepper 272 in “Epoxy PC” is de¬ 
signed for high waves, wave slalom, and 
all-out fun in extreme conditions. Care¬ 
ful distribution of the 90 liter volume and 
the refined double concave bottom 
make the 272 plane extremely early for a 
board of this size-consequently provid¬ 
ing more fun and security in variable 
conditions. The 272 tail incorporates 
three significant features; width for ef¬ 
fortless jumps, flex combines extreme 
top speeds with controlled radical 
turns, and micro-grinding to enhance 
speed potential and minimize spin out. 

TESTTEAM COMMENTS 

Sue: This board is really fun to ride! It is 
incredibly loose and I could maneuver it 
like a wave board. At the same time, it 
proved to be fast and smooth in a 


straight line. It also points upwind with 
very little effort. There are very few 

KLEEI 

J ER 272 

BEST FEATURES 

WORST FEATURES 

Maneuverability 

Mast track 

Light weight 

Footstraps 

Graphics 

Seams 


problems with this board, but the foot¬ 
straps could definitely be improved 
upon. They are a bit hard, don’t have 
enough padding, and are somewhat dif¬ 
ficult to adjust. Another potential prob¬ 
lem is the hazardous sharp seam 
around the board. But these are minor 
problems that are easily forgotten once 
you see how much fun the 272 is. This is 
definitely a great all-around shortboard 
for someone in medium-wind condi¬ 
tions. 

Jeff: The Klepper 272 strikes me as a 
board in a unique category. It is quite 
low in volume for its length. The 272 is 
not a slalom board because it is too 
short and has its straps set too far for¬ 
ward. Nor is it a wave board, because it 
is too wide and long. However, this 
board does excel as a chop-hopping, fun, 
and fast all-around shortboard. Perhaps 
it could make someone happy as a small 
second board. 1 did not find the ride of 
this board comfortable, but it does have 
energy. It hops up on a plane quickly, 
and turns like a wave board. The details 
are not good. The mast track must be 
pried open to accept a Windsurfing 
Hawaii or Streamlined slider, and the 
straps are hard. The deck is slick and the 
seam running around the board could 
be dangerous. 

Trevor: Once sailing the Klepper 272, it 
is great. It jibes wonderfully and is very 
fact anH rnmfnrtahle. It is one of the 


blasting around in all conditions. How¬ 
ever, it has a lot of problems. The foot¬ 
straps are too large, too far forward, and 
uncomfortable. The deck is slippery and 
it has an exposed hull seam. Its biggest 
fault, though, is with the mast track. It 
does not fit an after-market universal 
without prying it open, and is recessed 
into the deck, which makes it very hard 
to tighten the base down. Without these 
problems, it could have been one of the 
best high-wind boards in the test, but it 
just seems to have too many flaws to 
make its performance worth the hassle. 
Will: The 272 flies off the wind, but limps 
back. The deck is slippery, and it skips 
out in the jibes, which is surprising 
because of its narrow tail. The Klepper 
doesn’t handle chop too well either-too 
much bouncing. Unfortunately, the foot¬ 
straps are made to be used with booties, 
and the overall feel of the board is a little 
“plasticky.” It is a lot of work to sail, but 
does have its moments. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8’11” 

Width: 23.5” 

Volume: 95.0 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 188 lbs. Salt: 

194 lbs. 

Weight: 20.9 lbs. 

Stiffness: 5th (59 lbs. for 3/8" 
deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Double concave 
Construction: Poly-carbonate epoxy 
foam sandwich 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,060 


SUMMARY 

This board sails great! No one can 
dispute that. However, the componen¬ 
try brought its overall rating down. 
When recommending this board, it is 
necessary to make qualifications. First, 
it jibes great, but the deck is slippery, so 
radical movements must be done with 
caution. The board is fast, but we all felt 
the straps were too far forward to really 
let the board loose. For everyone but 
Will, this board was easy to get going, 
and we agreed that it can handle a wide 
range of conditions. The improvements 
on this board over last year’s model are 
not dramatic. It is somewhat stiffer and 
the rails are harder, which gives it im¬ 
proved upwind ability and better speed. 
Klepper, however, should have aimed 
their improvements at the foot straps, 
slippery deck, and the recessed mast 
track, rather than adding subtle refine¬ 
ments to a hull which already worked 
well. Still, we enjoyed it. Overall rating: 






































PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 


aturally, through all this test-, 
ing we have come up with 
our favorite boards, and the 
boards which we feel are the 
best in certain performance 
categories. As stated before, the 
tests are conducted using each board’s 
stock fin whenever possible, with no 
modifications to the board or its stan¬ 
dard equipment. Of course, with some 
sharpening of rails, sanding of seams, 
and a change of fin, the final results 
might be different. But that’s for you to 
find out for yourself! 

JIBING 

It always comes down to jibing. If a 
board turns really well, it can be fun no 
matter how fast it goes. Most boards can 
carve a nice wide arc, but boards that 
turn “really well” are the snappy, aggres¬ 
sive-turning boards that can carve a 
wide turn and cut a tight jibe without 
bouncing around. Now, more than ever, 
slalom boards need better turning abili¬ 
ties to perform well on the shorter legs 
now found on modern slalom courses. 
This year’s best are: 


Sealrend 810 
Klepper 272 
Bic Electric Rock 

WIND RANGE 

As more sailors try to sail their 
boards in a wider range of conditions, 
the wind range that a board could feasi¬ 
bly be sailed in becomes increasingly im¬ 
portant. Although buying one more 
board can never hurt, some people in¬ 
sist on stretching their boards to their 
limits. Most boards can only perform in 
a certain wind minimum, but the high- 
end is theoretically unlimited, these 
boards are the ones that can handle the 
highest winds, along with the wind range 
in which they perform best when sailed 
by a 160-pound person: 

Seatrend 810 (15 to 35 knots) 

Aquata GAL 285 T (13 to 30 knots) 
Klepper 272 (12 to 30 knots) 

QUICKNESS TO PLANE 

Even though these are high-wind 
slalom boards, the earlier they get up on 
a plane, the more often you can sail 
them. These early planers also seem to 


climb through lulls better than the oth¬ 
ers. If it is gusty, say 10 to 25 knots, then 
these boards are tops: 

Bic Electric Rock 
Klepper 272 
Tiga 280 Slalom 

SPEED OFF THE WIND 

Speed. Almost everyone can go fast 
in a straight line-hook in, rake back, and 
go. However, if your board lags, you are 
in big trouble. Maybe Robby Naish can 
make a slow board work, but just to play 
it safe, try the boards we found to be fast: 
Seatrend 810 
Klepper 272 
Cobra 270 Slalom 

OVERALL FEEL 

The overall feel category is all-en¬ 
compassing and includes the deck, foot¬ 
straps, mast track, finishing, looks, and 
sailing performance. These are the 
boards we would buy because we found 
them the most satisfying all-around: 
Seatrend 810 
Cobra 270 Slalom 
Bic Electric Rock 





WindRider Magazine 
presents 

Rhonda Smith 
U.S. Clinic Tbur 

Rhonda Smith is a racer, a teacher 
and an ambassador for the sport. 
Her clinics bring it all together. 


Dec. 1-Ffeb. 29 
Los Barriles, Sea 
of Cortez, B.C.S. 
Mistral Baja 
Hi-Wind Center 
1-800-223-5443 


March 3-6 
Cancun, Mexico 

Michigan 

Windsurfing 

(313)681-1300 

March 11-13 
Orange Park, FL 

Windsurfing 
Orange Park 
(: 904)272-6996 

March 18-20 
St. Petersburg, FL 

7 tickle Shack 
(813)541-3483 

March 25-27 
Sanibel, FL 

Windsurfing 

Sanibel 

(813)472-0123 


April 1-3 
Miami, FL 

Windsurfing Place 


April 8-10 
Cocoa Beach, FL 

Beth Riweil 
(305) 784-0166 

June 23-26 
Cody.WY 

Alpine Windsurfing 
(307) 733-4460 

August TBA 
Mt. View, CA 

Spinaker Sailing 
(415)965-7474 

Sept. 9-11 
Portland, ME 

Port Sports 
(207) 775-6080 

Sept. 16-18 
Bondville, VT 

Nea> England 
Sailboard Ca 
(802)874-4178 

Sept. 23-25 
Oconomowoc, WI 

Aquatic World 
(414)567-7245 

Sept. TBA 
New York, NY 
Island Windsurfing 

















































ere’s some super sibling rivalry: sailor Greg Aguera and 
i38S^!83S| photographer Erik Aeder display the style that's made 
their families famous. Greg carves courageously through a wave and 
Erik focuses with finesse. What a team! Some photographers are like 
Canadian Mounties. They'll go to any lengths-and heights-to get their 
man! Above, Eric Sanford swooped down in a helicopter to take this 
shot of Phil McGain at the '87 Aloha Classic. Below, for those who dare 
the eagle's flight...photographer Jon Foster captures the moment of 
takeoff. Crisp, clean, crystal spray fills the sky and underscores the 
breathless beauty of boardsailing. 
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reature Feature: Above, Doug Hunt goes it alone against a Hawaiian 
monster while photographer Jon Foster keeps his distance. How does it feel 
t a killer curl? Sequence below—this sailor takes his board one step beyond 
while the camera follows in his footsteps. What was he mumbling as he attempted this 
sequence? “I think I can, I think I can...” Jon Foster caught this "one-footed" forward roll. Top 
left, all mighty wave warriors wear warpaint-or facemasks! Colorful kamikaze painter Chris 
Lassen shows his hardcore style! Cruising photographer Dan Merkel caught this shot without 
getting a single scratch. 























Drysuits 


Have We Got The 
Hots For You: 
WindRider Brings 
You The 1988 
Drysuits In Living 
Color 


D rysuits are as much a part of 

windsurfer’s needed equipmen 
as extra sails and spare fins; onl^ 
fair-weather sailors can ever 
think of being adequately 
equipped without them. Wintei 
winds are both cold and strong-and often 
too good to miss for lack of proper sailing 
attire. For the sailor who wants to extend 
his sailing season year round, a drysuit is 
an important investment. 


Why a Drysuit? 


With the almost endless variety of sail¬ 
ing suits-from wetsuits to drysuits, with 
all sorts of combinations in between- 
why should a sailor choose a drysuit? 

In terms of providing dryness, warmth, 
and protection against hypothermia, a 
drysuit is the ultimate (or about as good 
as you can get), mainly because of the 
way it’s made. Drysuits are constructed 
of thick neoprene, sometimes up to 5mm, 
have skin-tight waterproof seals at the 
arms, wrists, and ankles, and are de¬ 
signed to repel water, not absorb it. Ide¬ 
ally, a sailor wearing a drysuit should re¬ 
main warm and dry, even when he’s im¬ 
mersed in water. 

In some parts of the country, drysuits 
are a basic necessity for late fall and early 
spring sailing; the weather is simply too 
cold to get by with anything lighter. Many 
sailors who windsurf in areas with in¬ 
tense temperature variations-from the 
30s during the winter to the 80s in the 
summer-often buy both a drysuit and a 
wetsuit to meet their sailing needs, alter¬ 
nating between the two as the conditions 
























’88 


BARE SPORTSWEAR INC 

Sahara II: Made of N2S standard neo¬ 
prene (legs-5mm, John top-3mm). Hypa- 
lon jacket made of 3mm N1S neoprene. 
Seams are double-glued and blind- 
stitched. Two-piece roll-together style has 
tuck-in neoprene seals, knee pads, front 
zipper on john, and ankle cinches. 
Waist seal tucks neatly into jacket. 

Bare, 1600 Kentucky Street A-3, 
Bellingham, WA 98226; 206-676-2700. 

GUL USA, distributed by 
KLEPPER-NPUINC. 

Extreme Two-Piece Drysuit (men's): 
Available in men's and women's sizes. 2 
and 3mm combination of Nylon 1 and 2 
sided Yamamoto #38 neoprene. 

Longjohn is 3mm Nylon / chest with 
Nylon 2 color panels in legs. Jacket is 
made of Nylon I, with Nylon 2 color pan¬ 


els under arms. Taped legs and arms of 
2mm neoprene with high-stretch neck 
seals. Seams are glued and blindstitched. 
Suit also has knee pads and velcro straps 
at the shoulders, wrists, and ankles. 


Reverse roll waist; cummerbund has 
stretch cord. 

Klepper-NPU Inc., 2860 Crusader 
Circle, Virginia Beach, VA 23456; 804- 
427-1111. 

ONEILL, INC. 

Oasis I with Colorskin (women's): 
4mm Nylon 1 snakeskin torso with 3mm 
Nylon 1 snakeskin arms, thigh panel, 
neck, and wrist seals. Heavy-duty water¬ 
proof shoulder zipper, Abo-rigi-knees 
pads, neck, and wrist seals. Entire suit is 
taped and sealed. 

O’Neill Inc., 1071 41st Avenue, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062; 800462-7873 
(inside California) or 800-538-0764 
(outside California). 

BODY GLOVE 

ITS Full Drysuit (men’s): Has hyper- 
Ion glued and taped seams and YKK 
shoulder-to-shoulder dry zipper. Over¬ 
sized thwugh the chest forearms. Prebent 
lower-leg design with Velcro ankle straps; 
2mm neck, wrist, and leg seals create the 
Internal Thermal System (ITS) dry envi¬ 
ronment. 

Body Glove, 530 6th Street, 
Hermosa Beach , CA 90254:213-374. 










Drysuits 


Left: Harvey's Windrider III. 

Right: Bermudes Avylon One-piece 


HARVEY'S , J , , 
Windrider III (men s and women s). 
Made of420 Denier nylon pack cloth, 
urethane coated with latex seals at neck, 
wrists, and ankles. Quadruple stitched 
with mauser stitch, then heat-tape sealed. 
Lightweight, comfortable, and non- 


BERMUDES 

One-piece Auylon Drysuit (mens): 
Made of soft, water-resistant Avylon mate¬ 
rial. Has a 100% waterproof zipper, an 
elastic waistband, and high-frequency 
welded seams (guaranteed for 12 months). 

Bermudes, 51 Milina Drive, East 
Hampton, NY 11937; 5163244585. 


Buying a Drysuit: What You 
Should Know 

Since drysuits can easily cost upwards 
of $200 to $300, buying one can be a major 
purchase. There are, in fact, a few things 
you should know before you rush into the 
nearest sailboard shop and walk out with 
the brightest multi-colored suit on the 
rack. When you’re sailing in cold water 
and icy winds, you’ll want a suit that does 
more than just look good. 

Always try on a drysuit to make sure the 
fit is snug but non-restrictive. Walk 
through various sailing movements to 
test whether the suit remains comfort¬ 
able as you bend and stretch your legs 
and arms. Check the fitted seals at your 
neck, wrists, and ankles; they should be 
tight enough to keep water from seeping 
through without cutting off your circula¬ 
tion. 


Always try on a drysuit to 
make sure the fit is snug but 
non-restrictive. 


Next, closely examine the drysuit’s con¬ 
struction. Whether the seams are glued, 
blind stitched, glued and blind stitched, 
or taped, they should be able to with¬ 
stand several seasons of use. Also, look at 
the suit’s material; the thicker the neo¬ 
prene, the warmer the suit becomes and- 
-some sailors believe-the more difficult it 
is to move around 'in it. Many suits have 
thicker neoprene at high stress areas-the 
drysuit’s elbows, knees, and seat-which 
protects the suit from wearing out due to 
constant kneeling or bending. 

Once you’ve reviewed the construction, 
take a look at the suit’s warranty, which 
can be anywhere from a few months to a 
year. You may never need the warranty at 
all, but why take chances? Think of it as 
insurance on the quality of your suit, and 
the longer the warranty, the longer you 
are protected from unnoticeable defects 
that may become apparent months after 
your purchase. 

Finally, pick a suit that’s going to stand 
out in the water. With new advancements 
in neoprene, drysuits are no longer made 
only in the “basic black” of yesteryear, 
but are showing off in vibrant blues, yel¬ 
lows, reds, pinks, and greens-in a wild 
variety of patterns and styles. And, when 
you’re out on the crater, ft stYlish rimnit 


















When You’re Serious About Your Sailing... 

Four carbon composite concave designs* lighter 
and stiffer in ’88 for the performance and dura¬ 
bility demanded from today’s rigorous sailing. 
Powered up by Pryde slalom and speed sail 
packages, the slalom, 330, 360 and RACE will 
put you in the lead, whether in competition or 
all-out recreational sailing. 

Pioneering revolutionary developments in the 
sailboard industry since 1977, SAILBOARD 
has been FIRST in: 

ASA construction (1978) 

Styrofoam cores (1980) 

Fiberglass/ASA composite construction (1983) 
Double Concave Designs in Production hull 
(1983) 

Today’s boards are made in TDC technology. 
This carbon composite construction now sets 
the industry standard for outstanding light, stiff 
and durable hulls, combining carbon and glass 
fibers with epoxy, styrofoam and a thin ASA 
skin. Other manufacturers have labeled this 
technology as Epoxy Carbon, LCS and Lite 
Carbon. 

As the leader in development, SAILBOARD is 
proud to bring you not just new ideas, but 
smart ideas — ideas that move our industry. 
SAILBOARD.. .where technology meets peak 
performance through perfect design. 


*ln ’88 we also introduce four new ASA shapes. 
















Drysutts. 



Left: Refugio Steamer. 

Right: Ronny Drysult Rollover. 


REFUGIO, distubuted by MURRAYS 
MARINE 

Refugio Steamer: Comes in men’s 

and women's sizes. 5mm textured neo¬ 
prene outside with glued and blind- 
stitched seams. Heavy-duty zipper with 
two inside flaps. Available in assorted 
colors. 

Murrays Marine, PO Box 490, 
Carpinteria, CA 93013; 805-684-8393. 


Y AMERICA 

suit Rollover (women’s): 

fjn and rollover top combination. 

oart of longjohn is made of silk 

eoprene; upper part is smoothskin 

ne. Printed top is made of 

>th polyurethane. Unique vulcan- 

ams are guaranteed waterproof 

OH!! America . 908 Niagara Falls 


COLD-WEATHER EXTRAS 

Drysuits keep your body warm, but 
what about your hands, feet, and head? 
Gloves, boots, and caps are additional ac¬ 
cessories that can complete a cold- 
weather windsurfing outfit. 

Gloves and booties have obvious uses 
even in mild weather. Not only can gloves 
protect your hands from the chafing and 
discomfort caused by cold weather, 
many styles are made to improve your 
grip while sailing and prevent blisters. 
Booties obviously keep your feet warm, 
but they also can improve your traction 
when on your sailboard. And they can 
protect your feet from rocks, coral reefs, 
and other debris. 

You may think you can get along without 
a cold-weather cap, but don’t try it! Hy¬ 
pothermia experts say you can lose a 
whopping 70 percent of your body heat 
through your head. Not only can a cap 
increase your comfort out on the water, 
it’s an important safety accessory as well. 



LARSMAN SURFCAPS 

Created by Dan Larsen and Tim Fores- 
man four years ago, Larsman Surfcaps 
have a patent-pending design and are 
handcrafted using the finest US-manufac- 
tured materials. With their versatile chin- 
straps, Surfcaps can be worn in a variety 
of ways. 

Larsman Aquatic Accessories, PO Box 
530, Lagunitas, CA 94938; 415-488-9407. 

AQUATA BOOTS AND 
GLOVES 

Aquata’s Sailing Gloves are made of 
2mm Nylon 2 (back) with artificial 
leather on the palm. The gloves are avail¬ 
able in sizes extra-small (XS) to extra- 
large (XL) and come in blue, green, pink, 
and orange. 

Aquata’s Dry Boot is constructed with 
3mm smoothskin neoprene and can be 
used with wetsuits or drysuits. Vulcan¬ 
ized rubber soles are an inch higher on 
’88 boots. 

Aquata, PO Box 3606, Broadway Sta¬ 
tion, Newport, RI02840; 401-849-9601. 

CLINCHER GLOVES 

Originally made for water skiers, 
Clincher gloves are specially designed to 









































PERFECT CHEMISTRY 

Blend Kerma’s hot concave ASA hulls with power from Neil 
Pryde sails wrapped around a Weichhart aluminum framework. 
Add wind and water and quietly smile as you blow by your 
friends who haven’t yet heard about the Kerma connection. 


THE KERMA CONNECTION 


Length: 280cm Length: 322cm Length: 335cm Length: 375f 

Width: 23" Width: 25" Width: 25" Width: 27 

Vol: 110 Litres Vol: 165 Litres Vol: 175 Litres Vol: 230 Lit 
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Maybe you have a pair of Kerma ski poles? Or 
perhaps you’ve sailed a friend’s Kerma? In either 
case, you’ve witnessed a testament to QUALITY 
As a leader in the ski industry for 30 years and 
one of the longest living names in the sailboard 
industry, Kerma knows that longevity comes from 
quality, innovation, and the best value to you. 


Kerma sailboards are brought to you direct by 
SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE — no middlemen, 
no teams, no dealer mark-ups, resulting in savings 
up to $600 on any board. What’s more, you get a 
FREE wetsuit or another bonus item of your 
choice. Mix this with a 30% discount off Sailboard 
Warehouse’s already discounted prices on many 
accessory items and you’ll see that our perfect 

_• r\+r\r\ uiHh AAI I 


SkiUsOARd i 

WAREhOUSE.bc. 


Call Toll Free For Free 60-Page 
’88 Catalog 1-800-992-7245 


Circle Reader Service No. 91 























Drysuits 



Left: Hotline Windffghter. 
Right: Accusport Dririder. 


ACCUSPORT 

Dririder (men’s and women s): Two- 
piece rollover design with a 3mm 
longjohn and 2mm pullover top made 
from smoothskin (Nylon 1) neoprene. 
Suit has stretchable waterproof seams, 
glued and blindstitched, and Nylon 2 
knee pads. One year warranty. 

Accusport, 4104 LB. McLeod 
Road, Suite 114, Orlando, FL 32811; 
305-849-0916 in Florida, or 800-328- 
0022 outside Florida. 


1TLINE 

Windfighter (men’s): Sharkskin 
on 1 is used in 70% of the suit, which 
onstructed with various thicknesses 
vbber-5mm for the back, 4mm for 
front and legs, and 3mm for the 
is and gussets. The suit has a 
■izontal chest zipper that is lined with 
interior flap to keep water out and 
zippers are reinforced with velcro 
SU res. Also available in women's 


sizes. 

Hotline, International Trades, 
203 8th Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 


Clincher gloves are made from durable 
synthetic leather; they retail for $24.95. 

Clincher, PO Box 1401, Tustin, CA 
92681; 916-666-3452. 

DAVIS 1NSTUMENTAL GLOVES 

Telo Grip Boating Gloves by Davis In¬ 
struments have non-slip heaVy-duty 
leather with reinforced fingers and 
palms and vented nylon mesh backs. 
The slip-on gloves come in small, me¬ 
dium, and large. 

Davis Instruments, 

642 143 Ave., 

San Leandro, CA 94578 
415-732-9229. 

OKESPOR GLOVES AND 
BOOTIES 

Okespor latex gloves and booties are 
waterproof and tight-fitting to prevent 
water leakage. They are designed to be 
used with a drysuit, and can be worn 
with or without a liner. Available in sizes 
small, medium, and large. Both retail for 
$23.50. 

Also pictured are Okespor’s neoprene 
dry boots with rubber soles and 
Okespor neoprene gloves, made for 
warmth and durability. 

Okespor, Bermudes USA Inc., 51 Mil- 
ina Drive, East Hampton, NY 11937; 
516-324-8585. 



NIKE AQUA SOCKS 

Nike’s Aqua Sock has a spandex 
stretch mesh upper, non-absorbent 
closed-cell sock liner, and Mini-Waffle 
traction outsole. Aqua Socks come in 
five colors and retail for $23.95. 

Nike, Inc., 3900 SW Murray Blvd., 
Beaverton, OR 97005; 800-468-0414. 

THUNDERWEAR GLOVES 

Thunderwear fingerless and full gloves 
are made from high quality drum-dyed 
leather with double-stitched seams, and 
the back panels are ventilated to pre¬ 
vent perspiration build-up. Gloves have 
a reinforced palm/thumb area, internal 
elastic stitching for proper wrist/palm 
contour and fit, and an adjustable wrist 
closure. 

Thunderwear, Inc., 930-E Calle Ne- 
gocio, San Clemente, CA 92672; 800- 
556-6363 (In California! or 
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CUSTOM 

WING 


FEATURES OF QUALITY 




■ ' 




Curve cut seam shaping to preserve the 
dynamic nature of a living sail. Balanced 
tension and the smoothest shape for 
screaming speed and handling. 

The only major sail manufacturer to tape 
and glue every seam on every production 
sail, not just sails for pro-riders. 

Design & performance testing at R & D test 
centers in Holland, Fuerta Ventura and Hawaii 
which continues months past the deadlines 
of other manufacturers, resulting in sails a 
year ahead of their time. 

Stress tape reinforced from head to clew 
to absorb and align stress for improved life 

and twist. , , . . 

Flower patch tack, head and clew reinforce¬ 
ment for even tension distribution. 

Use of only the finest raw materials. 


Some folks are limited to judging a good wine 
by its price tag. True discriminators of quality 
look beyond the price tag to appreciate a 
good wine’s outstanding features. That s why 
thousands of serious sailors are developing 
a taste for Topsails quality. 


Sail our new cun/e cut today! 


CUP WING 
SPEED/SLALOM 1 

5.0 M 
5.7 M 

6.4 M 

7.4 M 
8.6 M 










CUP WING WAVE 

3.3 M 
4.0 M 
4.5 M 
I 5.1 M 


ft* 
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0 ^ 9.0 




























Most Asked 
Questions About 
Hypothermia 

What is hypothermia? Hypothermia is a dis¬ 
order that occurs when your core body tem- ’ 
perature drops below normal. (“Normal" 
varies from person to person, but a body | 
temperature of 98.6 F is considered average.) 
You may develop mild hypothermia if your 
body temperature drops only a few degrees, 
but profound hypothermia will certainly 
occur if your core body temperature drops to 
90 F or below. 

What causes it? Many factors can cause 
hypothermia, but, in windsurfing, hypother¬ 
mia is almost always provoked by a sailor 
being exposed to cold wind and water with¬ 
out adequate clothing (i.e, a warm, durable 
wetsuit or drysuit). In fact, being immersed in 
water as warm as 75 F can eventually cause 
hypothermia. Evaporation also has a cooling 
effect: when the wind hits you after you’ve 
fallen off your board, it causes the water on 
your skin to evaporate and subsequently 
cools your body. 

What are the symptoms of hypothermia? In 
the first stages of hypothermia, a person 
begins shivering and his movements become 
clumsy and uncoordinated. As he progresses 
into a hypothermic state, his decision-making 
abilities falter and he neglects to do the things 
that raise body heat, such as exercising, 
seeking shelter, and adding extra clothes. (In 
some case, victims of hypothermia have been 
known actually to shed clothes, which inev¬ 
itably worsens their conditions.) 

Who can get this disorder? Obviously, any¬ 
one exposed to cold or even mild tempera¬ 
tures for long periods of time can contract 
hypothermia. However, children and the eld¬ 
erly are most susceptible. 

How can you prevent hypothermia? Being 
properly dressed is the most important step 
in preventing hypothermia; for windsurfing, 
this means wearing a wetsuit, drysuit, cap, 
and possibly other cold-weather accessories 
like booties and gloves. Wearing a PFD and 
sailing with other windsurfers-or at least 
staying in an area where other watersports 
part icipants can keep an eye on you-are good 
practices. On cold days, it’s best stay in a 
sheltered area so that you’ll be able to get 
back to shore quickly should you begin to feel 
uncomfortably chilly. 


Left: Aquata Pro Fun Fancy. 
Bight: Camaro Drysuit C5. 


AQUATA 

Pro Fun Fancy (men's and women's): 
Formel E neoprene throughout with 4mm 
Lycra shoulders. Glued and blindstitched 
seams. Formel E neoprene is a micropore 
material made in West Germany and has 
a 400% stretch factor. 

Aquata. PO Rnr RCtlK Rrnndwav 


CAI Drysuit C5 (men’s): Made of 3mm 
Superflex neoprene with glued and heat - 
tape sealed seams. Comes in men's and 
women's sizes and in green and black or 

yell °CamarTpOBox370, Altoona, FI 
32702; 904-669-5060. 


How do windsurfers develop hypothermia? 
In most cases, windsurfers who develop 
hypothermia have been sailing on a cold day, 
sometimes without an adequate suit, and 
have gotten caught in a sudden storm or have 
gotten lost in an unfamiliar area. 

Should this happen to you, remember 
these tips: 1. Always stay with your board. (If 
you are wearing a PFD, it will help you remain 
afloat until help arrives.) 2. If possible, wrap 
the sail around your body or use it to shelter 
you from strong wind. 3. Assume the HELP 
position by crossing your arms over your 
chest and crossing your legs, bringing them 
up .toward your chest. This will help you 
































PRO FUN FORMELE FLUSH 
LYCRA SUITS FROM AQ- 
UATA give you what you 
really need: PROTECTION, 
FLEXIBILITY, DURABILITY 
& STYLE for men and 
women. Drysuits, semi- 
drysuits, collared semi- 
drysuits, short sleeve 
steamers, two piece wet¬ 
suits, shorties and more. 


^aquata 

62 Cummings Park 
Woburn. MA 01801 








































EQUIPMENT TIP 


SUBSCRIBER 

SERI/ICE 

..— i 


When writing to 
us about your 
subscription, 
please attach your 
mailing label 
here. 


□ Moving/Changing Address? 

Please give us at least four weeks 
advance notice. Attach label for old 
address and fill in your new address 
below. 

□ New Subscriber. Check this box 
and length of subscription below 
(For gift subscription please attach a 
separate sheet with your name and 
address. Payment must accompany 
gift orders.) 

□ Renewing? Check this box and 
make sure your current label is 
correct. If there are any changes, 
make them on the lines below. 

I want to save money! Please start 
my 2595 off subscription to 
WINDRIDER and continue it for: 

□ One Year.SJ4£T $11.97 

□ Two Years. S2AST SI9.97 

□ Three Years ... $34 ST $27.97 

□ Payment Enclosed □ Bill Me 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_Zip_ 


Mail to: WindRider Magazine 
RO. Box 183 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 



Ming Care of Your Sails 


By Dave Calvert 

oday’s high-performance sail¬ 
cloth is much more durable and 
forgiving than earlier materials, 
and therefore it requires less 
maintenance. A few years ago, 
dacron sailcloth was the most com¬ 
monly used material, and very stable, 
heavily resinated dacron cloth was the 
only choice for high-performance sails. 

Advances in mylar/dacron laminates 
for the big-boat sail industry produced 
stronger, lighter, and lower-stretch 
sailboard sail fabrics. Early mylar/da¬ 
cron laminates experienced delamina¬ 
tion problems along high-load areas and 
were very susceptible to chaffing. 

The need for low-stretch, strong 
fabrics specifically engineered to meet 
the demands of sailboard sails brought 
about today’s hybrid sailboard cloth 
that outlasts any of its predecessors. 
This new material is a mylar/polyester 
scrim laminate. 

If properly maintained, a quality sail 
today should have a life of many sea¬ 
sons, even though designs are rapidly 
evolving and new developments may 
make this new sail obsolete. 

To prevent damage and prolong the 
life of the sail, today’s high-tensioned 


to find the proper boom height. Now, 
fasten the boom to the mast. Next, at¬ 
tach the outhaul, and tension the sail 
until it is quite flat. Downhaul tension 
will vary according to sail design, but in 
most cases a modest amount will be 
needed. Now, tension the battens, and 
then ease the outhaul until the desired 
draft is obtained. 

Derigging Sequence: First, release 
batten tension and back the battens out 
of the pockets a little. Then, uncleat the 
downhaul first and then the outhaul. 

Cautions: If the outhaul and the 
downhaul are released before the bat¬ 
tens are untensioned, then damage to 
the battens will occur. If the outhaul and 
battens are released while the downhaul 
is still tensioned, the cloth just behind 
the mast will be heavily loaded. This will 
overload and perhaps delaminate the 
mylar. 

RAF Sails 

Rigging Sequence: Use the same 
basic procedures as described for cam¬ 
ber-induced sails; RAF battens should 
be removed partially. If the battens are 
back out a foot or so, it will be easier to 
insert or remove the mast. Slide the 




rigs require a certain sequence of steps 
when rigging and derigging. This se¬ 
quence is crucial in order to avoid the 
over-stressing of vulnerable parts of the 
sail. 


iber-Induced Sails 

jrtgjngSequence: First, slide the in- 
r battens a little way back into the 
n pocket, out of the way of the 


battens back into the pockets com¬ 
pletely before rolling up the sail for stor¬ 
age. 

If you intend to leave a sail rigged up 
for a few days, it is often better to leave 
everything tensioned than to partially 
release tension on the battens, 
downhaul, or outhaul. Releasing the 
load on any of these three will unevenly 
load the sail. This will cause heavy 
wrinkles and unevenly loaded areas. 
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nation. 

When the day's sailing is over, it is 
always a good idea to rinse off the salt 
and sand, but this is not essential. The 
most important daily care is to thor¬ 
oughly dry your sails before rolling them 
up for storage. If your sails are rolled 
wet, the window may fog-up, the sleeve 
may mildew and water may percolate 
under the reinforcements and plys. 

The best way to store a fully bat¬ 
tened sail is to leave the battens in and 
roll it up. A fairly tight roll is best. If some 
of the battens are not parallel, as in the 
case of some head and tack battens, 
remove these and insert them in the next 
pocket above or below. Then fold the 
sail fairly tightly. Sails should then be 
stored in their tube bays for protection. 

A quiver bag will work well for the 
bag’s designed number of sails, but 
avoid overloading the bag by storing too 
many sails together or having too much 
weight on top of rolled sails. Weight on 
top of a rolled sail will flatten them and 
will cause harmful horizontal creases. 
Heavy creases in mylar laminates can 
cause breaks or cracks in the fabric! 

When you are on the beach, do not 
leave your precious sails, whether 
rigged or unrigged, exposed to the sun 
for long periods. Synthetics such as 
mylar, nylon, and dacron are very vul¬ 
nerable. The UV (ultraviolet) rays can 
degrade threads and synthetic sailcloth. 
Kevlar is especially susceptible to this 
kind of damage. This can occur in a 
remarkably short time under the intense 
summer sun of south Florida. But a new 
material has just become available from 
The Allied Chemical Company called 
“Spectra 1000.” It has strength and 
stretch-resistance characteristics simi¬ 
lar to Kevlar, but has the additional 
benefit of good UV tolerance. 

As a final thought, try not to leave 
sails in shallow water where wave action 
can cause abrasion on shells or rocks; 
the threads sit up on top of the mylar 
scrims and can be worn away by this 
wave action. If you leave sails rigged up 
on the beach, try to position them so 
that the wind will not cause abrasion on 
shells, fins, non-skid decks, etc. Lay the 
rigs downwind from the boards they are 
attached to. This will prevent them from 
flipping over onto skegs and neighbor¬ 
ing people. When you must leave a 
rigged sail unattached to a board, point 
the head into the wind with something 
heavy, like a heap of sand, lying on it to 
keep it from blowing around. 

So, enjoy these marvelous advances 
in sailboard “wings,” but take care in 
maintaining them, too! 

Dave Calvert, 1984 Overall Wayler World 
Champion, is sponsored by Calvert Sails, 
Alpha, Fox Sailboards, and Sportskins 
Wetsuits. He has been making sails in 
Islamorada, Florida, for the past nine 
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Easy-Rigg, Bolle Chrono Shields, Gul Jacket 


Windshopping Maui 

E very truly devout boardhead 
has made at least one pil¬ 
grimage to Maui. If you’re 
planning a trip, look into 
Windshopping Maui, Arleone 
Dibben-Young’s latest book on 
the valley isle. Complete with 
information on travel, hotel 
accommodations, native food, 
the island’s most visited sailing 
shrines, and its current 
windsurfing idols, Windshopping 
Maui should be a helpful guide¬ 
book for the uninitiated. To get 
your copy, write to Arleone 
Dibben-Young,305 Dairy Road, 
Kahului, Maui, HI 96732, or circle 
reader service number 105. 
Copies cost $12.95 (plus $4.50 
airmail postage and handling). 


SkinzSportswear 

N ow thatSkinz lycra/spandex 
sportswear has taken off, 
the company is already 
making additions to its line of 
men’s and women’s fashions. 
Recently Skinz introduced mini 
and micro-mini skirts which are 
tight-fitting and comfortable. 

Like all Skinz activewear, the 
mini and micro-mini are quick 
drying and can be easily 
matched with Skinz watersport 
or exercise tops. Skinz skirts 
retail at $23.95. For additional 
information, contact Skinz, 702 


Pinellas Street, Clearwater, FL 
34616 (813-441 -8789), or circle 
reader service number 108. 

ZinkaTote 

inka.one of the first 
companies to provide sun 
protection in bright 
fluorescent colors, is now 
offering a new way to carry it. 
Resembling a wrist watch in 
design, the Zinka tote can be 
strapped to your arm, leg, 
booms, or mast. The circular 
face can then be filled with 



colorful Zinka nosecoat or Zinka 
Ztick. To find out how to get your 
tote, contact Zinka, 191 West 
Victoria, Long Beach, CA 90805 
(213-638-9952 inside California 
or 800-435-6622 outside 
California). Circle reader service 
number 103. 





Gul Jacket 

G ul has added the Snow Proof 
winter jacket to its expand¬ 
ing line of cold weather 
sportswear. With a nylon taslan 
shell, 100% cotton twill lining, 
and Dupont Hollofil II insulating 
material, the jacket is warm, 
lightweight, and compact. The 
jacket has a full cut, heavy-duty 
nylon zipper and snap closure 
with two side pockets and one 
inside chest pocket. The com¬ 
bination of these features should 
make the Snow Proof jacket ideal 
on frosty winter days. For more 
information, contact Klepper- 
NPU Inc., 2860 Crusader Circle, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 
(804-427-1111), or circle reader 
service number 106. 



accessories such as torn sails 
or ripped wetsuits. Stronger 
than ordinary glue, Windshear 
Adhesive has a sheer strength 
of 400 PSI and an elasticity of 
600%. Repaired equipment can 
be used within eight hours, and 
the adhesive will be completely 
cured within 24. Windshear 
dries to a clear, thermoplastic 
rubber-like substance. Packaged 
in 4.5-ounce tubes, Windshear 
has a shelf life of five years. 
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W indshear Adhesive, a new 
product distributed by 
Murrays Marine, is 
specially designed to quickly 

J nn .rn«nnnl]u ronnir Qailintf 


For more information, contact 
Murrays Marine, PO Box 490, 
Carpinteria, CA 93013 (805- 
684-8393), or circle reader 

servirp nnmhpr 1H9 
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line of sports glasses. Designed 
for bicycle racers but suitable for 
most sports, Chrono Shields have 
lightweight nylon frames with 
nylon temples and polycarbonate 
lenses that are virtually shatter¬ 
proof. Retailing for around S75 
a pair, Chrono Shields come with 
a protective case, interchange¬ 
able straight and cable temples, 
and interchangeable smoke gray 
and light amber lenses. For more 
details, contact Bolle, 3890 Elm 
Street, Denver, CO 80207 
(303-321 -4300), or circle reader 
service number 107. 


Windsurfing Hawaii’s Fashion Line 

P atrons of Windsurfing 
Hawaii’s booms and bases 
can now take their pick of 
shorts and shirts from the 
company’s new fashion line, 

“The International Collection.” 
Comprised of various beachwear 
apparel, the International 
Collection includes a parka, a 
team jacket, a pullover 
windbreaker, long-sleeved and 
polo shirts, shorts, and jogging 
pants. Dick Lamb of Windsurfing 
Hawaii remarks, “Our 
International Collection is aimed 
at athletic people in the 20 
through 45 age group who want 
quality, function, and fashion in 
their sportswear.” To get more 


information, contact 
Windsurfing Hawaii, PO Box 
1746,Goleta,CA93116 
(805-683-6333), or circle reader 
service number 109. 


N ew from Gorge Technology, 
makers of the original 
speed inducer, the Easy 


Easy-Rigg 


KixSandals 

K ix are billed as “the unusual 
Australian beach sandals,” 
but it’s their uncommon 
design, says Kix, that makes them 
more comfortable. Unlike typical 
fiat-soled flip-flops, Kix have a 
specially molded inner sole that 
is shaped to fit the foot's 
contours. Tested at the Gorge for 


Bolle Chrono Shield 


A new innovation on 

contemporary trends in 
sunglasses design, Bolle 
America, Inc., has introduced the 
Chrono Shield wrap-lens to its 


T o prevent the rope burn and 
blisters that boardsailors 
often develop when trying to 
pull rigging lines tight, Aquata 
USA is now offering Easy-Rigg as 
part of its sailboard equipment 
line. Easy-Rigg is a plastic, 
hand-held cleat that can be used 
to get maximum pulling power 
while rigging sails or performing 
any other rope-pulling task. 
Easy-Rigg eliminates the need for 
pulleys, making it possible for 
boardsailors to rig their sails as 


low as possible. Available in 
bright, fluorescent colors, 
Easy-Rigg can double as a key 
chain. To find out more, contact 
Aquata USA, PO Box 3606, 
Broadway Station, Newport, RI 
02840 (401 -849-9601), or circle 
reader service number 101. O 


Unless indicated, these products 
have not been tested by 
WindRider. 


spring clip design refined in the 
Gorge’s demanding conditions. 
Noticing that the pins on mast 
bases could be difficult to 
disengage, especially when a 
sailor’s hands were numb from 
chilly sailing sessions, Gorge 
Technology added “wings” to 
their mast cup. By pushing on the 
wings, which in turn release the 
buttons, the Easy Release Cup 
can be effortlessly detached from 
the mast. The Easy Release Cup 
fits most American mast exten¬ 
sions, and many older extensions 
can be adapted with only minor 
modifications. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Gorge Technology, 
PO Box 798, Hood River, OR 
97031 (503-386-2862), or circle 
reader service number 110. 




durability, Kix sandals come in 
men’s, women’s, and children’s 
sizes and assorted colors. For 
more information, contact Kix 
Sandal Company, 1977 O’Toole 
Avenue, Suite B106, San Jose, CA 
95131 (800-638-3858 outside 
California or 408-435-3838 inside 
California), or circle reader 
service number 111. 
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Some items available only from our 
5,000 sq. ft. outlet store in St. Paul. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
FREE 60-PAGE COLOR 
CATALOG 

FREE WETSUIT WITH MOST 
BOARDS.. .EARLY BIRD 
ACT NOW BONUS 
SAVE AN ADD’L 20, 30 or 40% 
OFF MANY OF OUR ALREADY 
DISCOUNTED ACCESSORY 
ITEMS WHEN YOU BUY 
A BOARD 

SAVE AN ADD’L 50% OFF 
OUR ALREADY DISCOUNTED 
MASTS AND BOOMS WHEN 
YOU BUY YOUR NEXT SAIL 
NO SALES TAX (most states) 
SAME DAY SHIPPING 
AVAILABLE 48-Hour Shipping 
Guaranteed 

SECOND DAY AIR AVAILABLE 
FREE FREIGHT WITH TWO OR 
MORE BOARDS 
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AllbOARd 
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TOLL FREE 
ORDER LINE 
1-800-992-7245 


Warehoused 


300 E. South Owasso Blvd. • St. Paul, MN 55117 
Telephone (612) 482-9995 Circle Reader Service No. 91 


PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE 60 PAGE COLOR CATALOG 

Special Section On All The Latest In Product Design 
And Construction. (Sent Within 24 Hours Via 
First Class Main 
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Mistral Tudor Watch 
Ocean-to-Ocean Championship 



A fleet of Mistral boards and sails descended on Pensacola for the TUdor Watch Ocean-to-Ocean 
Championships . 


W hat a sight! Florida’s classically snow- 
white beaches were splashed with the 
vibrant colors of 300 sails—that’s 
right, a spectacular 300 of ’em! Oh, you say 
that one-design is dead and gone? Sorry, 
Charlie. No way is the one-design venue dead 
in the US. No way at all! 

For certain, there were no cash awards or 
super amateur prizes to be had, and the 
regatta was held in a part of the world known 
for its predominantly light winds and flat 
water. So you might think, “Why bother?” 
Well, judging by the success of Mistral’s 
Ocean-to-Ocean Championship, one-design 
is anything but a bother, really! 

In Europe, a dying interest in the sport 
among recreational sailors is an ongoing 
problem. Club membership and attendance at 
both meetings and regattas have dropped 
substantially and continue to do so. For the 
last fewyears, only the high-performance end 
of boardsailing has been presented to the 
public. As a result, there are very few venues 
to choose from, and sailors who wish to com¬ 
pete in Europe are forced to buy mountains of 
equipment just to make it out onto the water. 
This situation is harmful not only to the sport, 
but—more importantly—it is harmful to indi¬ 
vidual sailors. It is a very serious problem, and 
one that the Europeans are working to solve. 

Fortunately, the US market is in its infancy 
in comparison to Europe’s. We no longer have 
the only game in town—the Windsurfer 
class—and several one-design classes are 
doing quite well, with the Mistral Superlight 
class being the strongest of these. While one- 
design is not known for offering the latest and 
greatest in equipment, it does offer fair com¬ 
petition in an atmosphere that can be either 
relaxed or intense. 

And that’s why this hoard of over 300 sailors 
converged on Pensacola, Florida, on October 
29 through November 1. The promise of good 
competition, the chance to see old friends and 
make new ones, and the opportunity to enjoy 
the ever-present windsurfing parties com¬ 
bined to lure boardheads from all over the 
country to this event. 

Although only one race was run in winds 
over four knots, the racing was extremely 
intense. As any racer will attest, light shifting 
winds can be among the most frustrating, 
agonizing, and challenging conditions of all. 
We know, you’re probably thinking, “Boring!” 
but this regatta was far from it. The parties 
alone, especially the Halloween costume 
party, left many of the racers weaving through 
the wakes. Regatta chairman Mike Mead 
painstakingly set great courses in the con¬ 
stantly shifting and frequently dying winds. 
Light-air races are usually spaced closely 


certainly held true for the lightweights. After 
the first three races, top course racer Scott 
Steele held a comfortable lead over Florida’s 
Ethan Passant and Bert Rice, and Louisiana’s 
Robert Norman. When it was all over, 15-year- 
old 78-pounder Ethan Passant of Fort Walton 
Beach held a one-point margin over Steele for 
what may turn out to be the greatest win of 
Passant’s life. 

Rice and Norman held third and fourth, 
respectively, as Rice overcame a miserable 
start (two ninths) to win three of the last four 
races. Olympic hopefuls Mike O’Bryan and 
Kevin Quan of San Diego, California, rounded 
out the top spots. The medium-weight divi¬ 
sion saw a dominant performance from US 
Boardsailing Team member Sean Hawes as he 
took four bullets in six starts to win that divi¬ 
sion over Osualdo Alcaide of Puerto Rico and 
Major Hall, coach of the USBT. As in the 
lightweight division, Olympic hopefuls fin¬ 
ished near the top. Billy Mason of Panama City, 
Florida, and Chris Radkowski of Palo Alto, 
California, finished fourth and fifth, ahead of 
sharp new racer Donald Smith of Sarasota, 
Florida. 

In the heavies, Guy Raffee and Tom Pace had 
a down-to-the-last-race battle for first. Raffee, 
of La Jolla, California, showed his light air 
expertise. He not only went on to win the divi¬ 
sion, but also the long distance race and the 
overall title as well. A number of top racers fol¬ 
lowed; Frank Whittier of Maine, Ze Bellow and 
Raul DeLille of Mexico, George Black of Pen¬ 
sacola, and Steve Fenn of California were all 
within five points of each other and finished 
third through seventh, respectively. 

After staving off an early challenge from 
Mike Johnson of Fort Walton Beach, Fort Laud¬ 
erdale’s Dave Stanger took the super heavies 
followed by Johnson, Matt Thornton of Maine, 
and Jim Jordan of Indianapolis, Indiana. For 


the heavies over fellow Californian Laurain 
Reynolds, and Kathy Steele took the lights 
over an equally talented Wendy Thomson. 

The fact that there were so many classes in 
which to compete was an important factor in 
making this regatta so successful.This served 
to keep the racing as fair as possible and made 
for a super good time. Take, for example, the 
Michigan gang that dominated the master 
heavies. Kevin Reabe, John Prestly, and Larry 
Sullivan went one, two, and three. And take a 
look at the master lights, where Andre Amilcar 
and Jorge Gomez took first and third with 
Steve Rossi of La Jolla sandwiched between 
them. And then look at the seniors, where Lou¬ 
isiana’s Merle Canfield won every race to stay 
in front of Bob Awtrey and Richard Lewis. 
These guys had good competitive racing and a 
lot of fun in the process. 



Kanaha, a popular sailing beach . can have 
everything from flat uxtter to waves. 


They had just as much fun as the juniors, 
notably Chris Hamfield (junior) and Jan 
Dilling (junior). The same was true of the rac¬ 
ers in the B fleet, where Bill Altman, Alan Carl¬ 
son, Mike Gillispie, and Trudie Poole all 
performed well in their divisions and thor- 
1 ouchlv enioved themselves. We mention this 



















One of the world’s greatest 
dive sites is also one of the 


Caribbean’s best windsurfing 
locales. The winds average 
from 15 to 30 knots year 
’round. Bonaire Beach’s newly 
certified Mistral Windsurfing 
School offers everything from a 
land simulator for beginners to 
sleek, high-performance boards 
and sails for experts. And, 
windsurfing is FREE... as is 
sunfish sailing, mini-golf, day 
and night tennis, and a games 
and activities program. 

All this, plus the largest 
white sandy beach on Bonaire, 
the Black Coral Casino, and 
fantastic snorkeling and diving. 
Complete packages including 
room, breakfast and personal 
windsurfer are available. 

For information and 
reservations call I.T.R. 
toll free 800-223-9815. 

In N.Y. 212-840-6636. 



size, and sailing experience don’t matter. You 
can be assured that you’ll compete against 
people at your own level and that you’ll still 
rub elbows with the best triangle racers in the 
country. The atmosphere? It’s just as relaxed 
or intense as you want it to be. 

1987’s Mistral Ocean-to-Ocean Champi¬ 
onship was a grand success. Hats off to Mis¬ 
tral’s Guy Britton and Ken Emrick, and to Paul 
and Pam Dirshka and Mike Mead, the regatta 
co-chairmen and all-around organizers of 
nearly everything, for providing great racing, 
super parties (who was that girl in the doc¬ 
tor’s outfit,anyway?), and a lot of fun. After all, 
isn’t that what this sport is all about? 

Maui 


M aui is the stuff a windsurfer’s dreams are 
made of. With its steady trade winds and 
warm water, it’s no wonder that such a 
large concentration of world-class sailors 
reside on this island—and that an even larger 
number list Maui as number one on their vaca¬ 
tion lists! 

Undoubtedly, one factor that makes Maui 
one of the world’s premier sailing places is its 
consistent trade winds. Maui’s trades are the 
result of high-pressure systems that develop 
approximately 500 to 1,000 miles north of the 
Hawaiian Islands. As these highs unwind (or 
spiral), they release their power in a clock¬ 
wise direction, thus causing more northeast 
trade winds. Highs occur on a frequent basis, 
resulting in trade winds that blow up over 300 
days a year. Trades on Maui average 20 to 25 
knots, which to the windsurfer translates to: 
“Use a 4.5 to 5.5 meter sail.” Most sailors use 
sails in the four- to six-meter range. 

Trades are most consistent during the 
spring, summer, and fall, especially along the 
north shore, making Kanaha, Spreckelsville, 
and Hookipa the most famous sites on Maui. 
Slight variations of the wind direction can 
affect the wind at different locations. Spreck¬ 
elsville seems to be the windiest and fills into 
the beach on more easterly winds. And since 
Hookipa tends to get wind earlier in the day 
than Kanaha and Spreckelsville, a visit to 
Hookipa will clue you in on what the sailing at 
the other sites will be like. North winds 
occur most often in the winter, bringing 
onshore winds to Maui’s north shore and 
sideshore winds to the Kihei and Kaanapali 
areas. Because Maui’s volcanic mountains are 
over 10,000 feet in height, maximum wind 
resulting from the venturi effect will be the 
greatest where the wind is sideshore. (A 12- to 
15-knot north wind, for example, will blow 20 
to 25 knots in Kihei.) 

Southerly winds, also known as “Kona 
winds,” are least common in Hawaii. The 
Konas are a result of big storms occurring 
from October through April. Generally, sailing 
is best at Kihei and Kaanapali during the Kona 
winds. 

Surf is Maui's other great attraction. Like 
the wind, the surf is a result of weather pat¬ 
terns. Low pressure systems, most frequent 
during the winter months, develop over 1,000 
miles off the Hawaiian islands and create 
ground swells responsible for the great surf. 
However, as these low pressure systems form, 
they diminish the high pressure systems that 
produce the trade winds. 

The best time of the year for wind and waves 
is September through May. December, Janu¬ 
ary and February are a little more risky, but 


beach for visiting sailors adapting to the 
Hawaiian conditions, has easy access, great 
wind, and lots of space, as well as everything 
from flat water to waves. Near Kahului Airport, 
Kanaha has several miles of sandy beach and 
a reef about a half-mile offshore. (In the win¬ 
ter, huge waves break on the reef.) Kanaha has 
a shaded grassy rigging area and good park¬ 
ing. 

Kihei, off Kihei Road and Oukai Street, is 
best in a north wind, which occurs most fre¬ 
quently during the winter. It’s another good 
spot for beginners when the wind is moderate 
(beginners tend to get blown downwind on 
gusty days). Occasionally, south swells fill in, 
providing excellent wave riding conditions at 
a usually uncrowded Kihei. Kihei can get very 
windy—usually between 25 and 35 knots, 
sometimes up to 40! There’s a shallow reef 
about 50 yards from the beach, and then deep 
water—stay outside the reef when sailing 
Kihei. 

Spreckelsville is another famous windsurf¬ 
ing site that attracts some of the island’s (and 
the world’s) best sailors. The wind is often 
slightly stronger here than at Kanaha, and it’s 
a great place for wave, slalom, and speed sail¬ 
ing. If you’ve sailed Sprecks before, you 
already know about the shallow reef just to 
the right of the launch site; if you haven’t 
sailed here yet, watch out for it. 

And, of course, there’s Hookipa, undoubt¬ 
edly one of the most famous sailing places in 
the world. Definitely an experts-only site, 
Hookipa has a small beach with a lava rock 
pile to the left of the launching area and a reef 
offshore. But Hookipa has excellent waves and 
strong winds, and it’s the premier spot to 
come and watch the world’s best wave sailors. 

Maui is really a great place to sail—some 
say it’s the best! So if you’re looking for a great 
vacation, come and enjoy paradise for your¬ 
self! Contributed by Lenny Cappe, owner of 
Hawaiian Island Windsurfing. 

Florida Season Kicks Off 


F lorida’s racing circuit has kicked off to an 
ambitious start with three races already 
completed—the General Development In¬ 
vitational Boardsailing Regatta, the Suzuki 
Singer Island Classic, and Southeast Board- 
sailor’s Funboard Championships. And there’s 
more racing yet to come! 

General Development’s Eighth Annual Flor¬ 
ida Invitational Boardsailing Regatta took 
place October 3 and 4 at Port Charlotte. 
Almost 200 sailors showed up to compete in 
freestyle, slalom, long distance, and triangle 
course racing. The spectators especially 
loved the slalom and freestyle events, which 
were held close to shore. Sean Hawes of St. 
Petersburg and Rosarita Martinez of Puerto 
Rico were the overall winners in their divi¬ 
sions, and Robert Walker won the Peter Sanger 
Memorial Award. 

Ninety-seven competitors, including 18 
professionals, competed for over $10,000 in 
cash and prizes at the Second Annual Suzuki 
Singer Island Classic held October 23 through 
25,1987, at the Holiday Inn Oceanfront Resort 
on Singer Island. With six- to eight-foot seas 
and 25- to 30-knot winds, the racers couldn’t 
have asked for better slalom conditions. In the 
professional men's division, Randy Ames took 
first ($1,000), Jan Boersma placed second 
($700), and Tem Berkstresser came in third 
($500). In the women’s division, Isabelle 
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Close 
The Gap 
Between 
Fantasy and 
Reality... 

Come to a 

Vela windsurfing 

resort 


Imagine... Mastering the water- 
start and carving great jibes... All 
the windsurfing you desire right 
outside your door... 

Fantasy is reality at Vela 
windsurfing resorts.TYopical loca¬ 
tions with great wind, white sand 
beaches, warm turquoise water. 
Professional instruction programs 
for beginner to advanced. Plenty 
of 1988 Mistral and hot custom 
boards for any conditions, rigged 
and waiting on the beach for you. 

Call Vela today and well help 
you choose the resort 
that’s right for you. 


Aruba Highwind Center. 

The first and only windsurfing 
resort on Aruba. Dependable high 
wind every day. Great speed sailing 
in flat water! 

Cancun Highwind Center. 

Ideal for sailors of all levels. Lighter 
morning breezes. 15-20 knots by 
afternoon. Flat water. Great snorkel- 
ing. Mayan ruins and nightlife. 

Baja Highwind Center. 

Completely away from it all.. .just 
wind, sun and the Sea of Cortez. 
Lots of swell and chop and 20+ 
knot winds for exciting slalom and 
short board sailing. 



Also... 

Experience Maui with the 
Maui Windsurf Company. 

W The Kant Windsurf Company 


The mecca of boardsailing. Reliable 
15-25 knot winds. W&ves or flat 
water. Car provided to explore a 
multitude of sailing locations and 
island attractions. Lessons by 
Dave and Mamie Crans. 

Big Winds Gorge Clinics. 

Thught by the Gorge’s best sailors 
with guest appearances by top pros. 
Includes hotel, equipment, meals. 



Baja Windsurf and 
Watersports Center. 

Secluded, romantic. Moderate 
winds and flat water for long and 
transition boardsailing. 


Close the gap. Call Vela 
today. 

800-223-5443 or 
415-322-0613 

vela 

125 University Ave. Suite 40 
PaloAlto, CA 94301 
Circle Reader Service No. 71 
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took third ($100). 

On November 27,100 professional and ama¬ 
teur racers came to Melbourne Beach to race 
in the three-day Southeast Boardsailor Flor¬ 
ida Funboard Championships Pro/Am. The 
contest was plagued by low winds, but race 
organizers Kevin Collins and Wendy Meer did 
their best to assuage the racers with enough 
prizes to reduce the sting. Sean Hawes, Carol- 
Ann Alie, Tinho Dornellas, and Andy Brandt 
used the light winds for a spectacular 
freestyle exhibition that kept the spectators 
entertained and earned them special awards. 

The Florida winter racing season seems to 
get better and better—with more events, 
more racers, and more spectators every year. 
Check WindRider's events listing for upcom¬ 
ing regattas, and head south for some great 
racing! 

Cape Hatteras 

C ape Hatteras sits on a spit of land that pro¬ 
trudes 50 miles into the Atlantic Ocean. 
The easternmost point of North Caro¬ 
lina’s Outer Banks, the Hatteras area is omi¬ 
nously called the “Graveyard of the Atlantic” 
because over 600 ships have sunk there. How¬ 
ever, the weather patterns that have wreaked 
havoc on many defenseless seagoing vessels 
attract sailors from all over the US and 
Canada. Cold air from the north mixes with 
warm air masses from the Gulf Stream and 
causes the strong winds and huge waves for 
which Hatteras is nationally renowned. 

Perhaps the most popular sailing area in 
Cape Hatteras is Canadian Hole, says Dave 
Dawson, who, with his wife Carol, owns Hat¬ 
teras Outdoors in Buxton. Named in honor of 
our northern neighbors, Canadian Hole is a 


popular launching area for sailing on Pamlico 
Sound. Pamlico Sound receives good expo¬ 
sure to the predominantly strong Hatteras 
winds; in the spring and fall, northwesterlies 
average 20 to 25 mph or stronger. Southwest¬ 
erly summer winds arrive from Florida and 
range from 15 to 20 mph. 

Pamlico Sound’s shallow, sandy bottom and 
large body of water make it an ideal area to 
learn the essentials of boardsailing or to mas¬ 
ter waterstarts and fancy jibes. Beginners, 
intermediates, and experts can all sail 
together and come away enthralled by the 
experience. In fact, on a good day, you can 
stand on the beach and see sailors four to five 
miles away standing on the shallow bottom 
and working on their waterstarts. Even that far 
away, the water is only chest-deep. A dark 
green color will indicate water areas that are 
“over your head.” 

There’s another feature that makes Cana¬ 
dian Hole a unique place; if the weather 
conditions are right—wind and plenty of 
moonlight—boardsailors visiting Hatteras 
have been known to sail at night. Because it’s 
large, shallow, and flat, you can sail without 
the problems you might encounter if you tried 
night sailing in open water. 

The locals, known as “bankers," are a more 
than willing source of information about sail¬ 
ing and sightseeing the area. And they advise 
visitors to bring plenty of warm clothing. 
Because Hatteras is located in the hurricane 
belt, its weather can and does change very 
rapidly. It can go from sunshine to torrential 
downpour in minutes. 

For those occasional no-wind days, sailors 
can switch to surfing, boogie boarding, bird 
watching, and surf fishing. (Surfboards and 
boogie boards can be rented at most local 


shops.) The famous Cape Hatteras Light¬ 
house, with its distinguishing black and white 
spirals, is open for inspection. The tallest 
lighthouse in the United States—208 feet 
high—it has warned mariners of the treacher¬ 
ous Diamond Shoals for more than a century. 

Whether you come to Hatteras alone or with 
a group of windsurfing friends, you’ll never be 
left wanting for overnight accommodations. 
Cape Hatteras Motel on Route 12 in Buxton 
extends an open invitation to windsurfers 
(919-995-5611). Rental homes, ideal for 
groups, are available through Midget Realty in 
Hatteras (919-986-2141). For those on a 
stricter budget, Frisco Woods Campground in 
Frisco has its own launching beach facing 
Pamlico Sound. 

For fueling your furnace, try the Diamond 
Shoals Restaurant or the Froggy Dog for 
breakfast, Nautical Nibbles for lunch, and 
Bubba’s Bar-B-Q for dinner. Diamond Shoals, 
located in Buxton, serves breakfast from 6 
a.m. until noon, and the portions are huge. 
The Froggy Dog in Avon also serves large por¬ 
tions at reasonable prices. Nautical Nibbles is 
a deli next door to Cape Hatteras Outdoors 
(on Route 12 in Buxton). They make tasty 
sandwiches and carry a fine line of imported 
cheeses and beer. 

But no trip to Cape Hatteras is complete 
without stopping at Bubba’s Bar-B-Q. Here 
you can get real Southern barbecue with a 
choice of ribs, chicken, beef, and pork. It’s 
cooked over an open hickory wood fire and 
smothered with Bubba’s own special sauce. 

In terms of social life, Cape Hatteras is a 
quiet place. If sailing and eating still leave you 
with energy to burn, the local answer is a VCR. 
Either bring your own or rent tapes from sev¬ 
eral shops along Route 12. Bringing along 
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Combine the excitement of a slalom 
event with a visit to Barbados, one of the 
Caribbean's most beautiful islands. From 
the ideal windsurfing conditions on the 
South Coast to the calm tranquility of 
the West and the Atlantic rollers on the 
S East and North Coasts, Barbados is an 
island of contrasts, ideally suited to many 
sporting activities or simply relaxing. 

Entry Fee for the Suzuki Challenge: 
US$75.00 inclusive of entertainment pack¬ 
age. Pro-Team U.K. will run the event. 
Organised by Evans Webb Associates. Entry 
Forms and Enquiries-Telex 825771G or 

2357 WB Barbados Board of Tourism 

Tmvfll Agtnt 800 Second Avonuo 





















r—A Closest 
/—• ] Retail Shop 

toKanaha Beach 
Jpr Park & Airport 

MAUI’S BEST RhBkQUIPMENT: Full line of Fanatic, 
Ultra Protech, Custom Boards 8'6"-9'6? Short and Long 


equipment packages. Select private vacation homes. 
Hugh England and experienced staff bring you over 12 
years' windsurfing experience. Our full-service Retail Shop 
offers the world’s finest accessories and beSchwear. 


^Complete Packages from $699 


School 





In California, 1-800-422-5443 
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dsurfing destination 
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Advaftcedtessons: ‘ 



Including short board r tecnniq 
water starts, jibes.* Gtbiip 

•are incorporated into all lessons; State-of-ttfe- . % 

art radiacommunication between instructor v -i> 
and student/ • ' 

3 to 5 day lesson packages ' 

Let Dave and Mamie Crans design a lesson packagetnat 
will advance you as fast as possible. .• * 

Call or Write for Free Brochure ■ 

n Rental Equipment & lessons 
ftnn.ft79.nono 











CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-367-5108 

Monday-Friday 9 am- 5 : 30 pm Pacific Coast Time 


8 Days/7 Nights 

Airfare/Condominium Suite/Car and 
7 Great Days of Windsurfing Maui! 

• per person/double 
occupancy/midweek west coast flights 


2 Week Packages Only $1,149! 

• Non-windsurfing travelers pay only $649 for 8-day package 

• Special children’s fares 

For Windsurfing Rentals and Lessons: 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 

460 Dairy Rd., Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-231-6958 or (808) 871-4981 


Jimmy Lewis Custom Boards 
Now Available Factory Direct 

Call 1-800-231-6958 


COMPLETE WINDSURFING TRAVEL PACKAGES 


COME TO 


Largest 
Windsurfing 
Rental Fleet! 


20-25 Knot Winds Year-round 
72-80° F Water Temperature 
80-88° F Daytime High Air Temperature 

“The best high-performance rental fleet in the world!” 




• Over 200 Rental Boards 

• Exchange Boards at any time - 

NO CHARGE 

• 1 Mile from Kanaha Beach Park 

0 

Neil Pr^de Sails * 

mistral "iiga A 


Lesson Clinics Available - 
waterstarts, jibes, 
high wind, wave riding, 
slalom sailing. 


windsurfing hawaii 
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books you’ve been meaning to read is also a 
good idea. 

So when the spring winds begin to blow, for¬ 
get the frills and head for the Cape, where 
down-home hospitality is the norm and great 
windsurfing conditions make this a board- 
sailor’s paradise. Contributed by Barry Tenin. 

Q8 Production Funboard World 
Championship 

T he 1987 Q8 Production Funboard World 
Championship took place at Skanor, Swe¬ 
den, September 12 through 20. In past 
years, this event had been held at locations 
that had only moderate conditions, but the 
strong winds at Skanor this year gave racers 
six sailing days during the nine-day event. 

Registration began on Saturday, September 
12, followed by the first round of slalom racing 
in solid rain and cold temperatures. The 
Skanor seagrass forced many competitors to 
replace their racing fins with radically swept- 
back “delta” fins that were much less appro¬ 
priate for racing—but much better for 
avoiding weeds. When racing concluded at 
7 that evening, Clare Seeger led the women’s 
division, while David Perks and FabienPendle 
tied for first in the men’s division. 

The weather forecast had predicted 60- 
knot winds on Sunday, and although the wind 
blew up to 40 knots during the night, it began 
to die by morning. 

By Monday afternoon, the wind finally came 
up strong enough for course racing. Tues- 
day the wind was back up to the 40-knot 
range—and blowing straight onshore. The 
five-foot shore break gave the racers the 
illusion of being in a high-powered washing 
machine. France’s Erik Thieme won both 
men’s rounds of the day with Don Montague 
demonstrating exceptional speed around the 
course after an unlucky premature start. Lisa 
Neuburger led the first—and only—round of 
women’s racing, putting her in first place. 

After two attempts at course racing on 
Wednesday in minimum wind conditions, rac¬ 
ing for the day was finally abandoned. Thurs¬ 
day brought more offshore winds that were 
questionably minimum at the start of the first 
course race but increased to 20 knots by the 
second. 

The next day brought fog, light offshore 
winds, and an attempted start in the afternoon 
indiminishingwind;again the racing was can¬ 
celed. Off the water, the action was just heat¬ 
ing up, as many sailors headed to the Club 
Prive for an exclusive party hosted by F2. It’s 
common knowledge among racers that if you 
stay out late partying intensely, the wind is 
guaranteed to blow the next day. With that in 
mind, some of the racers selflessly sacrificed 
their energies to the wind god for the good of 
the upcoming races. Unfortunately for the 
tired sailors, the wind dancing worked. Sat¬ 
urday morning brought brisk onshore winds, 
waves, and more slalom races. 

Rain and no wind marked the last day of rac¬ 
ing, making derigging and packing miserable. 
Luckily, the sun came out in time for the mid¬ 
day awards presentation. Barbara Kendall 
and Dave Perks took both the overall and 
course racing titles; Lisa Neuburger and Erik 
Thieme won slalom. Despite the cold condi¬ 
tions and annoying seagrass, the 86 racers 
from 28 nations, organizers, and volunteers 
were all happy to participate in the waair nr 
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IF YOU THINK 
VERMONT 
IS JUST 

COWS AND SKIING... 

YOU HAVEN’T BEEN TO 

NEW ENGLAND 
SAILBOARD 


Mm MMmdly] 
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1987 Eastern Retailer of the Year "ABIA " 

P.O. Box 233W Jamaica, VT 
05343 802/874-4178 

Rt. 4 East Rutland, VT 05701 


New England Sailboard is the 4th largest Mistral dealership in 
the United States. We feature the most sophisticated selection of 
Mistral boards, sails, parts and accessories. When you’re ready 
to buy your new Seatrend, our inventory allows you to choose 
from over 50 in stock models. We are the agent for Hood River 
Windsurfing Custom glass boards, these Gorge beauties have 
colors, shapes and quality that is unparalleled in the industry. 
Well enough said about our products, there isn’t a large enough 
magazine to list everything we carry. The strength behind New 
England Sailboard is our professional attitude, knowledge and 
commitment to excellence. We make buying easier and put the 
fun back into it. Call or write us today and we’ll send you our 
catalogue. Also ask about our instore video. 

March and April are Seatrend Months! 










































JUMP WAVES OR JUST CRUISE 

AT 



SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 





y per person (double occupancy) including: 

• 6 nights/7 days in A 1C beach front rooms • breakfast & 
lunch • 15 hours of instruction - learn to carve a jibe waterstart, 
wave jump, rallride and race • Your choice of custom slalom, 
wave or Mistral long boards • 83° F average temperature 
• 15-20 knot average winds 


Call 1-800-635-1155 
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Finally a guidebook that’sgot the 
real lowdown on what’s what in 
the Caribbean, from Aruba to 
Barbados, Cuba to The Virgin Is¬ 
lands. The Board-sailor’s 
Guide to the Caribbean is 
the one and only guidebook on 
boardsailing in the Caribbean. 
Written by Boardsailors — for 
Boardsailors. 

Check it out at your local Board¬ 
sailing shop, bookstore or ORDER 
NOW! 

Send cheque or money order for 
$18.95 U.S. or $26.95 Canadian 
to: 

CARF00T ENTERPRISES INC 
R.R. #2 

AURORA, ONTARIO 

CANADA 

L4G 3G8 

Ph.416-727-6950 
DEALER ENQUIRIES INVITED 



















Steele Clinics at Hedonism II 


S cott and Kathy Steele have made a name 
for themselves as top contenders in the 
sport of competitive boardsailing. (Scott 
won a silver medal in the ’84 Olympics; Kathy 
was named Rolex Yachtswoman of the Year in 
’85.)Now, the Steeles are sharing their sailing 
expertise in the form of clinics and seminars, 
including a recent series of clinics held in the 
warm waters of Jamaica. 

Last September, Scott and Kathy, along with 
Prem Chadessingh (a pro sailor from Jamaica) 
hosted four Pro Sport Clinics sponsored by 
SuperClubs of Jamaica. The clinics, which 
focused on boardsailing, tennis, squash, and 
bodybuilding, were conducted by world-class 
athletes in each sport, and were part of Hedo¬ 
nism's new emphasis on sports activities. 

The week-long clinic was open to all guests 
staying at Hedonism II in Negril, Jamaica, the 
SuperClub chosen to host the ’87 pro clinics. 
Many of the participants were rank beginners; 
others had sailed before and were anxious to 
glean sailing secrets from the Steele team. 

Although the light September winds 
thwarted the possibility of covering high- 
wind technique, the beginning sailors were 
able to learn essentials of windsurfing in non¬ 
threatening conditions. What the clinics 
lacked in wind, the coaches made up for in 
enthusiasm. Scott and Kathy Steele and 
George Black, head windsurfing instructor at 
Hedonism II, demonstrated freestyle moves 
that the onlookers would never have believed 
possible if they hadn’t been there to see them. 

The resort staff at Hedonism II made it clear 
that they were honored to have Scott and 
Kathy as pro hosts, and a Jamaican television 
station even turned up to film the Steeles in 
action. Midweek, a huge cocktail party was 
held to introduce the coaches to the guests, 
complete with ice sculptures and an amazing 
spread of hors d’oeuvres. “It was great," com¬ 
mented Kathy afterwards, “but I thought they 
were going to bronze us!" 

With the combination of sports facilities 
and pro clinics, general manager Sam James 
hopes that Hedonism II will attract a fitness- 
oriented clientele. Like all of the SuperClubs 
in Jamaica, Hedonism II operates on the “all- 
inclusive" concept. Vacations at the super¬ 
clubs include accommodations, use of all 
sports facilities, entertainment, meals, and all 
bar drinks. Wild festivities—like pajama 
parties, toga parties, reggae dance contests, 
and cliff diving at nearby Rick’s Cafe—are 
daily occurrences at Hedonism II. (Scott and 
Kathy got into the spirit—or did the spirits get 
into them?—and enthusiastically attended all 
events. They even made it to the finals of the 
reggae dance contest.) 

Of special interest to boardsailors, Hedo¬ 
nism II has a Mistral Certified Boardsailing 
School with a fleet of Mistral boards and sails. 
With a protected bay area for sailing, flat 
water, and winds in the five- to 15-knot range, 
the conditions are best suited for beginner to 
intermediate sailors. During high wind sea¬ 
son (January through July), the winds some¬ 
times reach 25 knots outside of the bay. 

In addition to their clinics at Hedonism, 
Scott and Kathy are presently working out the 
details of “Steele Boardsailing Vacations," a 
series of week-long clinics to be held in Fort 
Pierce, Florida. The packages include lodging, 
use of a sailboard, and instruction. For more 
information, write to Scott and Kathy Steele at 
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DREAMING OF BAJA? 


.JOIN THE CLUB 



“THE BAJA SURF CLUB” 

Official 1988 Winter Demo Center fori 

DA KINE • AMPRO 

WINDSURFING HAWAII • GORGE TECHNOLOGY 

TWO EXCITING NEW PACKAGES TO CHOOSE FROM 


y y 


I - HOTEL PALMAS DE CORTEZ, LOS BARRILES 

The best boardsailing package in Baja is back with an even more exciting program for 1987/88. 
Launch from in front of your room and enjoy— 

■ Beautiful beachfront accommodations & meals 

■ A full selection of the latest performance equipment 

■ Daily high wind instruction sessions, seminars & videos 

■ Mountain biking, horseback riding, tennis, volleyball & snorkeling 

■ Mexican fiesta nights, beach bon-fires & free margaritas!! 

COMPLETE ONE WEEK PACKAGES FROM $528.00 
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II- HOTEL PUNTA COLOR ADA—“BAJA EXPLORERS CAMP* 




meals including 

box lunches for excursions 

■ Central location to area hot spots with great 
sailing right from Hotel 

■ Explorers Guidebook to local wavesailing, 
speed sailing & wind conditions 

■ Videos, parties & repair services for your 
equipment! 

ONE WEEK PACKAGES 
FROM 250.00 


call toll free 


818*883-2049 
800 • 222-5717 
ca 800*551-8844 



P.0. BOX 1284 CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 
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Events 


A unique VACATION. 

A unique ADVENTURE. 

A unique CHALLENGE. 

We make windsurfing fun . . . and EXCITING! 



VIRGIN ISLAND CROSSINGS 


Virgin Gorda 


Jost Van Dyke 


SL John 


Trades 


LATHROP 

ISLAND CROSSINGS 


TOLL-FREE: 1-800-222-LATH 
IN MASS: 1-617-497-7744 


JOIN OUR NEXT TRIP 
IN MARCH 1988 



VIKING WINDSURFING 

1596 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33146 
/CAD/ERT SaiES AMIPRO Q 

n NdlPiyte Sails 


TEAM VIKING ARUBA 1987 
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windsurfing Hawaii 

We also proudly carry: 

Thule, Rainbow, Dakine, O'Neill, 
Body Glove, XSL. Large selec¬ 
tion of used boards and sails 

All At The Best Prices 

When in S. Florida come and visit 
us or call the Viking Hot Line 

1-800-422-LOOP 
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Boardsailing Adventures 

Presents: Performance Boardsailing Packages in the 

Columbia River Gorge 



• Deluxe accommodations with pool and hot tub 

• Experienced guides get you to the best sailing 

• All new Gorge-tested equipment by 





March 12-15 Divison II Midwinters, Mel¬ 
bourne, Florida. Contact the USBT at 305-242- 
2424. 

March 18-20 Sunshine Regatta, Fort Laud¬ 
erdale, Florida. Contact John Grau at 305-525- 
9469 for more information. 

March 19-20 Funboard/Division I Invita¬ 
tional, collegiate only, at Robert Crown Sail¬ 
ing Center in Annapolis, Maryland. Contact 
Windsurfing Unlimited at 301-951-070 or 
James Coutts at 301-267-3746 or 267-3747. 
March 25-27 Masters North Americans, Mel¬ 
bourne, Florida. Contact the USBT at 305-242- 
2424. 

March 26 Whataburger Slalom Cup, Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Contact Mark Dulaney, 512- 
854-SURF. 

March 26-27 4th Annual Funboard Cup 
Annapolis, Maryland. Contact Windsurfing 
Unlimited at 301-951-0705 or James Coutts at 
301-267-3746 or 267-3747. 

March through May, New York Boardsailing 
Spring Race Series, in Ithaca, New York: Race 
1, March 19; Race 2, April 2; Race 3, April 16; 
Race4,ApriI30;Race5,May 14; Race 6, May 28. 
All races are held on Saturdays with free 
introductory racing clinics held at noon 
(open to the public). For more information, 
contact David McCreary at New York Board¬ 
sailing, 1000 East Shore Drive, Ithaca, NY 
14850, or call 607-273-2560. 

April 5-12 Bic Sports Speed Trial, South 
Padre Island, Texas. Contact Bic Sports USA at 
203-281-7877. 

April 9-10 Midwinters East, in Tampa, Flor¬ 
ida. Part of the Southeastern Alpha Wind- 
chaser Series. For more information, call 
Tampa Sailcraft at 813-962-4062, or Alpha 
Class Association at 619-758-9100. 

April 9-10 Mid-Atlantic Intercollegiate Sail¬ 
ing Association, collegiate only, at Robert 
Crown Sailing Center in Annapolis, Maryland. 
Contact Windsurfing Unlimited at 301-951- 
0705 or James Coutts at 301 -267-3746 or 267- 
3747. 

April 16-17 Texas Slalom Cup, Lake Ray Hub¬ 
bard, Rockwall, Texas. Contact Pat Mitchell, 
214-722-1084. 

April 16-17 Material World Regatta, Ocean 
City, Maryland. Contact James Coutts at 301- 
267-3746, or Windsurfing Unlimited at 301- 
951-0705. 

April 22-24 National Club Challenge Cham¬ 
pionship, in Melbourne, Florida. Contact the 
USBT at 305-242-2424. 

April 23-24 Screaming Reach, Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Contact Mark Dulaney, 512- 
854-SURF. 



USBT Clinics in Melbourne, Florida: 
February 29-March 3, speed and handling 
March 7-10, Division 11 racing 
March 21-24, tactics and rules 
March 28-31, speed and handling 
April 11-14, speed and handling 
April 18-21, tactics and rules 
April 25-28, speed and handling 
For more information, contact USBT Clin¬ 
ics, PO Box 360804, Melbourne, FL 32936 or 
call 305-242-2424. 

Beth Powell Clinics, February 28, Jensen 
Beach, Florida. Contact Ocean Connection 
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_ FANATIC 

Leam to boardsail or dramatically im¬ 
prove your sailing skills. Daily Beginner 
and Advanced lessons and video taping 
are complementary during your stay. 


Complete line of 50 Fanatics and Mistral 
Sailboards including Cutaway and Cam¬ 
ber Induced Sails 


i^ailboard 



Casual, relaxed Ski Lodge type atmos¬ 
phere in a large renovated turn of the 
century Road House. Small groups of 
not more than nine sailors means lots of 
personal attention and instruction. 

Patty & Burr Hazen 
The Sailboard Center 
9125 US Route 1 
Sebastiaa Florida 32958* 

305-589-2671 
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COMPLETE 

TRAVEL 

PACKAGES 


$ 599 ' 


Reservations 

1 - 800 - 635-1155 

In PA: 215-348-9813 

• OAHU, MAUI 
. BARBADOS 
. DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 
.ARUBA 
. PUERTO RICO 

• ST. BARTS 
. ANTIGUA 

. ST. MARTIN 

‘Limited availability. 
Prices subject to change. 


WINDRIDERAND 
HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDING 
TECHNIQUES PRESENT 
SHORT BOARD SAILING 
AND JIBING CLINICS WITH 
PRO SAILOR ALAN CADIZ 

DATES; SPRING AND SUMMER 
OF 1988 

LOCATION: MAUI 

THE SEVEN DAY CLINICS 
WIU INCLUDE: 

A STUDY OF JIBING TECHNIQUES 
GENERAL SAILING • SPEED POSTURES 
SPEED SAILING • COAST RUNS 
MOCK SLAIOM RACES 
AND MORE 

INSTRUCTION WILL BE DIRECTED BY 
ALANCADIZWITHGUEST APPEARANCES 
FROM OTHERTOP PROFESSIONAL WAVE, 
SLAIOM AND SPEED SAILORS 

FOR INFORMATION AND 
RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 

THE WINDRIDER TRAVEL DESK 
PO BOX 2731 • 

WINTER PARK. FL 32789 

DHWN FARIDA 
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ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE 

.ARUBA 

The place with one of the highest wind consistency averages in the world. 

• 1988 Klepper Line • Aero Custom Boards • Windline 
Products • Exel Masts • North Sails 1988 Line • Da Kine 

• Xstreamline 

Offers: • Special one-week packages 

• Complete windsurf shop and accessories 

• Oceanfront at best surf location on the island 

• lessons at any level 

One-week packages start as low as $ 299.00 
includes: —7 nights in AC Room 

—New High performance equipment 

• (week package rate based on double occupancy) 
For information or reservations call or write to: 

Roger's Windsurf Place L. G. Smith Blvd. 472 

RO. Box 46 Malmok, ARUBA 
PHONE: (2978)-21918 
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Shops And Schools 


ALASKA 


GARY KING’S ALASKA WINDSURFING 
ACADEMY. Chucky Cheese Bldg.,307 East North¬ 
ern Lights. Anchorage. AK 99503, (907) 277-2933. 
Lessons—Beginners thru Advanced. Specializing 
in windsurf ing equipment for Alaskan waters—dry- 
suits-dry boo ts-boards-sails-accessories—at prices 
you can afford. 


CALIFORNIA 


AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. Sacra- 
mento (916) 635-4479. Valley’s largest selection of 
sailboards and accessories. Beginner to advanced 
high wind sailors. Sales, rentals and lessons. 


CONNECTICUT 


WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS, INC. 

Full service on your way to the beaches. Ft. Myers 
Beach. FL 33931,(813) 466-SURF (7873). 

WINDSURFING KEY LARGO. High perfor¬ 
mance sailboard shop with 2 beachside locations: 
104100 Overseas Hwy.. Key Largo, FL 33037 
(Bayside) and at Holiday Isle Resort. Islamorada, FL 
33036 (Oceanside). Featuring FLORIDA’S most com¬ 
plete test centers for NEIL PRYDE, F2, TIGA, 
SEATREND, ALPHA and HOBIE CAT. Rentals by the 
hour or by the week. Beginners and advanced pro¬ 
grams available and also check out our exciting sail¬ 
board vacation packages where you can get some 
real tropical sailing. Come sail the BREEZE in the 
Florida KEYS! (305)451 -3869. 

WINDSURFERS LET YOUR HOBBY PAY. 

Complete windsurfing inventory to open your own 
shop. Computer, software, counter, racks, sails, 
mast, booms, etc., etc. Call: (305) 892-8587. 


formance equipment and service. ANGULO HAWAII 
customs. Lessons, rentals. 

PECKS’ SAILBOARD CENTER. 3800 Rt. 28, 
Cotuit, MA 02635, (617) 420-1333. Mistral, HiFly, 
O’Brien, Wind&Surf custom boards,sails,parts and 
accessories. Lessons, rentals, service & beachwear. 


MICHIGAN 

HOBIE SPORTS CENTER. Gull Lake 
(Between Kalamazoo and Battle Creek), Richland, 
Ml 49083,(616) 629-4507. We are Michigan’s largest 
Hobie/Alpha dealer and stock all 12 Alpha boards 
including the world’s fastest production board, the 
Alpha Speed Needle. Rentals, demos and lessons 
offered every day. 


MINNESOTA I_ 

SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE, INC. 300 E. 


WATER-WISE. 250 Broad Street, Manchester, 
CT06040,(203) 647-7245. WATER-WISE is a full-ser¬ 
vice sailboard shop providing: new and used sail¬ 
boards, lessons, rentals, demos, accessories from 
drysuits to universals, repairs, activewear and sail¬ 
board club. 

OCEANFLYER WINDSURFING. Authorized 

dealer for F2, Tiga, SeaTrend, Neil Pryde, Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, DaKine, Bare, Terzo and much more. 
Route 2, Pawcatuck, CT 06379, (203) 599-5694. 

REX SAILBOARD SYSTEMS . Full-service 7 
days year-round. Repairs-Service. Extensive inven¬ 
tory. Hard-to-find parts our specialty. Authorized 
dealer for: Jimmy Lewis, Bic, O’Brien, Sailboard, 
Freedom. Neil Pryde. Fleetwood, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Bare, Victory, Thule, Yakima and much 
more. Visit or call our waterfront store for one of the 
best selections in the Northeast. 144 Water Street, S. 
Norwalk. CT 06854, (203) 838-4006. 


FLORIDA 


AGUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber Hotel, 
6200 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach. (813) 360-3783. 
Sales, Lessons, Rentals. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. 362 Magnolia 
Ave.. Merritt Island, FL 32952, (305) 453-3223. Mis¬ 
tral Certified Instructors—Lessons, rentals, demos, 
repairs and sales. Fleet activities monthly. 

FUNBOARDS, INC. SAILBOARD RENTALS. 

500 S. Ocean Blvd.. Delray Beach, FL 33444, (305) 
272-2471,272-3036. Official 1988 Neil Pryde and F2 
Test Center. Rentals, hourly, daily, weekly. Sales— 
new and used boards. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC. 

5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34242, (813) 349- 
3828.0ntheGul(, large rental fleet,lessons,Mistral, 
Alpha, HiFly, Hi-Tech, accessories, sportswear. 
Open 7 days. Home of Fleet 13. 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS. 1114 River¬ 
side Drive. Holly Hill. FL 32017 (near Daytona 
Beach).Full-service shop featuringMistral, Fanatic. 
O'Brien, SeaTrend, Protec, Jimmy Lewis, Aerotech, 
Neil Pryde and A JUT Lessons, rentals, board and 
sail repair. WE SHIP ANYWHERE. (904)255-4977. 

SPLASHDANCE IN NICEVILLE. Northwest 

Florida's un.frnnt windsurfing shop. We ship 


HAWAII _ 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS. 230 Hana Hwy., 
Kahului, HI 96732 and 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia, HI 
96779. Hi-Tech offers the finest custom board rental 
fleet on Maui featuring over 100 custom HiTechs 
plus a fleet of production boards. Our windsurfing 
school, HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDING TECHNIQUES, is 
directed by windsurfing champion Alan Cadiz. 

SAILBOARDS KAUAI. Kauai's best selection 
of windsurfing equipment! Retail shop, top-of-the 
line rentals and lessons by friendly and informed 
instructors. 

SECOND WIND. The largest windsurfing cen¬ 
ter in Hawaii specializing in Maui quality used 
equipment. All new accessories and supplies. Full 
service. Rentals, lessons, mail-orders, storage. 
Located 5 minutes from Kanaha Beach Park. Ill 
Hana Hwy., Kahului, HI 96732, (808) 877-SHOP 
(7467). 

WINDSURFING WEST. 460 Dairy Road, 
Kahului, Maui, Hawaii, (808) 871-8733. Specializing 
in high-wind instruction for beginner through 
advanced students. Learn the basics or improve 
your skills. Contact us to arrange your accommoda¬ 
tions for your visit to Maui. 


MAINE 


SUMMER IN MAINE. Boardsailing Instructor/ 
Counselor needed at girls’ camp located on beauti¬ 
ful lake, foothills of White Mountains. June 
19-August 22. Excellent salary, room and board, plus 
travel. Apply: Camp Tapawingo, Dept. L. PO Box 
1353, Scarborough, ME 04074,(207) 883-7052. 

SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS. Route302,Naples, 
ME 04055. (207) 693-3867. Fanatic. Bic, O’Brien, Neil 
Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii, Bare, O’Neill. Parts & 
Clothing. 


SSACHUSETTS 


ZARDS BAY SAILBOARDS. On warm, 
. Buzzards Bay—all major lines carried—les- 
rentals, demos. Northeast dealer for Hi-Per 
ilalom boards. Route 6, Marion, MA(617) 748- 


1648. 
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South Owasso Blvd., Dept. V, St. Paul, MN 55117, 
(612) 482-9995, out-of-state (1-800) 992-7245. 
Largest display of sailboards anywhere at guaran¬ 
teed lowest prices. KERMA, SAILBOARD MASTER- 
CUSS, F2, BIC, TIGA, ALPHA, O’BRIEN, FANATIC. 
TORSAILS, PRYDE, O’NEILL, RONNY and much 
more! Call or write for FREE 60-page color catalog. 


NEW JERSEY _ 

BAYVIEW SAILBOATS. 312 Bay Ave., Ocean 
City, NJ 08226, (609) 398-3049. Everything wind¬ 
surfing, rentals, lessons, repairs, great service. 

BRIGANTINE SAILBOARDS. 406 West 
Shore, Brigantine, NJ 08203, (609) 266-2727. MIS¬ 
TRAL, TIGA, FANATIC, NEW WAVE, NEIL PRYDE, 
GAASTRA. Accessories, wetsuits, drysuits, surf- 
wear. RENTALS and LESSONS, beginner thru 
advanced. BAY and OCEAN SAILING. 

CRANFORD BOAT. Stocked with the best 
boards, sails and accessories available. Small sails, 
drysuits from $99. Best names. Great prices. Left¬ 
over specials. Cranford, NJ, (201) 272-6991. 

LAKE HOPATCONG SAILBOARDS. On- 

the-lake demos of trade-ins and new, including F2, 
KLEPPER, NEIL PRYDE, CUSTOM. Lake Hopatcong, 
NJ07849, (201)663-1495. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER. Rt. 10 

West, Morris Plains, NJ 07950, (201) 267-0964. New 
Jersey’s largest volume Mistral, Bic, and F2 dealer¬ 
ship. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, North, Freedom, and 
Windwing. Full stock of all the accessories you need 
by top manufacturers. Top wetsuit brands available 
at six Pelican locations. Mail orders welcome. 


NEW YORK 


LAKESPORTS. On Lake George, Huletts Land¬ 
ing, NY 12841, (518) 499-2647. Complete line of Mis¬ 
tral boards and accessories. Instructor certifica¬ 
tion. Second location Kingston, NY,(914) 757-4166. 

SUNDOWN SKI & SURF. Best prices on MIS¬ 
TRAL, BIC,O’BRIEN,SEATREND, etc. Cal 1 for PRYDE, 
GAASTRA, WINDSURF HAWAII, THULE, etc. Two 
teaching locations. Levittown, Long Island, (516) 
796-1565. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS. A Mistral Hi.wi.a 


































of N.C. in the spring, summer and fall of 1988. Posi¬ 
tions available on the water and in the pro shop. 
Enthusiasm more important than sailing skills. Con¬ 
tact: Keith or Ralph (919) 441-4124. Send resumes: 
PO Box 340, Nags Head, NC 27959. 

SEA D ZINES. Raleigh’s #1 sailboard shop. 
Rentals, sales, lessons. Join our club for great dis¬ 
counts. Call Graham for details at (919) 847-7873, 
8801 Creedmoor Road. 

OHIO 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO. 114 Wester- 
ville Mall, Westerville, OH 43081, (614) 890-9008. 
Indian Mound Mall, Heath, OH 43056, (614) 522- 
3814. “Ohio’s Finest Surf Shops,’' MISTRAL, 
FANATIC, HIFLY, GAASTRA, CERTIFIED MISTRAL 
SCHOOL. Complete line of accessories and beach- 
wear. Open all year. 

OREGON 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING .44th Street, 
Hood River, OR 97031, (503) 386-5787. High wind 
specialists. Retail, school, rentals, repairs. Gorge 
travel service. FREE catalog. Open year-round. 

LIFE CYCLES. In the Gorge, rentals, instruction, 
sales, Gorge vacations. GAASTRA, NEIL PRYDE, F2, 
GORGE ANIMAL. 122 East 2nd, The Dalles, OR 97058, 
(503)296-9588. 

MEADOWS WIND SYNERGY. Port Marina 
Park, Hood River, OR 97041, (503) 386-9463. The 
only shop on the water. Complete demos, rental and 
retail, featuring O’Neill, Fanatic, A.R.T., Pryde, Gaas- 
tra. Launch beach on site! 

SAILBOARDS HOOD RIVER. PO 415, Hood 
River, OR 97031, (503)386-5363. Columbia River 
Pioneers retail, rental, school, ski shop. Open all 
year; mail order, travel packages. BIC, Sailboards 
Maui, Naish, (Most wins in Gorge Hiistory) now in 
stock or by custom order. 


PENNSYLVANIA_ 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTOR’S. 2510 MacArthur Road, Whitehall, PA 
18052, (215) 437-0341. Nestor’s Warming Hut and 
Hooked On Windsurfing have combined. GRAND 
OPENING OF NEW SHOP APRIL 9th. Open year- 
round, 7 days for boards, sails, rentals, lessons and 
accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, F2, SeaTrend, 
O’Brien, Mistral, Neil Pryde, Gaastra, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, O'Neill, Bare and Ampro in stock. Call about 
our lesson and racing program. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORT. 1501 Seneca Run, 
Ambler, PA 19002, (215) 643-6018. Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Windwing, North, Serfiac, Kilwell, Bare, 
GUL, Bombora, Klepper, Protech Customs, DaKine. 


SOUTH CAROLINA_ 

SAILING AND SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with two 
locations. Featuring rentals, repairs, lessons. Mis¬ 
tral, Alpha, Hi-Tech, Ampro, Gaastra, Neil Pryde. 
Myrtle Beach, SC, (803) 626-SAIL. 

WIND-N-WAVE COMBINATIONS. The 

Grandstrand’s Headquarters. Lessons, sales, 
rentals and accessories. Lessons for all levels. 
USYRU Instructors, We deliver new boards within a 
250-mile radius! Route 1, Box 6-D, Murrells Inlet,SC 
29876, (803) 651 -9030. 


TEXAS_ 

ON THE BEACH. 2105 Padre Blvd..South Padre 
bland, TX 78597, (512) 761-1194. Custom Tropix 
boards. Pryde, Simmer, Gaastra, North. All acces¬ 
sories. 

SAIL SURFING/TEXAS EXCURSIONS. 

Now located right on the water. We can help get you 
to the right place, at the right time, with the right 
equipment, so you don’t waste any of your vacation 
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Bird watchers, photographers, fishermen: let us 
help you pursue your other hobbies if the wind 
doesn’t blow.Surf & touring kayaks, rowing boats, as 
well as beginner to advanced sailboard rentals. 
B.l.G. 5 star rated windsurfing school with instruc¬ 
tor certification seminars monthly. 

WINDSURFING GALE. Houston, TX, (713) 
529-9002. Rentals, Lessons, Sales, Demos, Used 
Equipment. Mistral, F2, O’Brien, HiFly, Fanatic, 
SeaTrend, HiTech, Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, 
Neil Pryde, North. 

WINDSURF, INC. PO Box 3395. South Padre 
Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1434. Hi-Perlormance 
rental equipment. Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
Tropix Custom boards. Lodging available._ 

VIRGINIA _ 

WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. George 

Washington Memorial Parkway, Alexandria, VA 
33214, (703) 548-9027. B.l.G. 5 star rated windsurf¬ 
ing instructional programs, rentals, instructor 
training and certification programs. Bob Redmond, 
B.l.G. Master Instructor, teaches basic through 
advanced programs on the beautiful Potomac River 
in the exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. Min¬ 
utes from downtown, easily accessible by Metrorail 
and convenient to National Airport. O’Brien, F2, 
Fanatic sailboards and equipment. Washington, 
D.C.’s professional instruction program—“WE 
GUARANTEE SUCCESS." 


WISCONSIN 

BAYWINDSURFING • Division of Isthmus Sail¬ 
boards, 4329 Nicolet Drive, Green Bay, WI 54301, 
(414) 866-9863. Wisconsin’s performance special¬ 
ists. Advice based on extensive on-the-water test¬ 
ing, focus on quality; service like you’d expect from 
friends. 

ISTHMUS SAILBOARDS. 2701 University 
Ave., Madison, WI 53705, (608) 233-0660. Wiscon¬ 
sin’s performance specialists. 30 boards displayed. 
Advice based on extensive on-the-water testing, 
focus on quality; service like you’d expect from 
friends. 

INTERNATIONAL _ 

ARUBA 

ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE. Closest 
rental and retail shop to the best sailing spot on the 
Island. Only 200 feet from the water, with oceanfront 
rooms. Lessons and high performance windsurfing 
packages are also offered. For more information, 
write to: Roger’s Windsurf Place, L.G. Smith Blvd. 
472, PO Box 461, Malmok, Aruba. Phone (01-2978) 
21918. 


CARIBBEAN 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing, all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Lucia, Domini¬ 
can Republic, Martinique, Guadeloupe. Free Club 
Med shirt for bookings by 3/31/88. Call the Experts 
(303) 773-8847, (800) 521-5619. 


MEXICO _ 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing, all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun, lxtapa, 
Sanora Bay, Huatulco. Free Club Med shirt lor book¬ 
ings by 3/31/88. Call the Experts (303) 773-8847, 
(800)521-5619. 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

VIRGIN SURF & SAIL. Virgin Islands’ com¬ 
plete sailboard, surf, sportswear shop. Mistral, F2, 
SeaTrend, O’Brien, HiFly, Woodwinds and all acces¬ 
sories. Certified Mistral boardsailing School at 
Chenay Bay Beach Resort; daily and weekly rates on 
cottages and boards. Rentals: Entire Mistral and F2 
line.custom equipment, Ampro masts. POBox3793, 
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Are you 

thinking of joining 
the 

Sailboard Business? 

If so, Sports Ink 

has the answers 
to your 

research needs. 
Sports Ink has 
been researching 
the sailboard 
business since 
1980 and offers 
complete market 
analysis for 
the sport. 

• Sailboard News: The 
International Trade Journal 
of Windsurfing. Monthly, 4 
color magazineavailableto 
the Trade only. $20 for 12 
issues. 

• Sailboard Industry 
Overview: A bound 70 page 
report on all of the markets. 
$75. 

• SBN Blue Book: The 
ComprehensiveGuidetothe 
Sailboard and Active Sports 
Market. $7.95. 

• Sailboard News letter: 
Monthly "insiders" report. 

^ 35 ' Information for 
Suppliers 
Retailers 

Sales Representatives 
Manufacturers 

Call or write for more information 

( 802 ) 265-8153 

Serving the sport since 1980 





































By Eric Sanford 


like driving a Corvette instead of a sta¬ 
tion wagon. 

Because I could almost lift the Aitken 
with one hand, I could scoff at all those 
nerds trying to sail the Gorge with big 
boards. Didn’t they know any better? 

All around me, though, something 
else was happening. There were all these 
bright, tiny boards scooting back and 
forth and passing me with ease. Yes, 
“custom” boards had arrived. 

Once again, I didn’t have the highest 
tech. Having never bought a new car, 1 
wasn’t familiar with the concept of 
sticker shock. I thought it involved sniff¬ 
ing glue or something. But I found out 
what it was when I priced my first cus¬ 
tom board: “$800 for just a board??? This 
isn’t even a very big board! Are you 
nuts???” Naturally this was out of my 
range, but I just had to get my hands on 
one of those fiberglass lightweights. 

Walking down main street in Hood 
River one day, I happened upon a beau¬ 
tiful orange 8’6” Cascade Slalom board 
leaning against a car, with a “For Sale” 
sign taped to its deck. 

“How much?” I asked the vehicled 
occupant. 


“$350,” he said. 

Til give you $275,” 1 rejoined. 
“Sold.” 


Just like that, I traded a few rumpled 
pieces of paper for this incredible cus¬ 
tom board. I sure was a proud little 
shopper that day! 

1 callpd that areat hoard rinht nn until 


B ack in the old days, man’s best 
friend was his dog. You gave it a 
name, fed it occasionally, and 
basically had a friend for life. 
Well, by the time 1 had enough 
money to afford a dog, someone had 
invented windsurfing so 1 simply ac¬ 
corded my affections to plastic rather 
than fur. 

Like my first date, 1 still remember 
my first board. I’m not sure which was 
more memorable, but 1 do know that 
they both weighed about the same: 200 
pounds. 1 carefully engraved my name 
on the tail (of the board, not my date), 
sure that I would have a friend for life. 

It was a stock Windsurfer, like most 
boards were in 1979. It sported the latest 
technology like a dacron sail (versus 
cotton), a real snappy (read bendy) fi¬ 
berglass mast, and nine-foot teak 
booms. Best of all, the rig/board connec¬ 
tion was designed with “safety” in mind; 
it would become detached at even the 
hint of upward pressure. Some people 
used duct tape to keep theirs together; I 
simply wrapped an old rag around the 
base insert. 

Looking back on it now, it’s quite 
amazing that 1 learned to sail on that 
equipment at all. But with the way I 
abused that beast during endless ses¬ 
sions of “board wars”-somewhat akin to 
Roman jousting only more blood¬ 
thirsty- I’m glad I didn’t have anything 
more fragile. We passed two long and 
happy summers together, me and my 
board. 

One day the inevitable happened: 
this guy showed up at my local pond 
with a slick new board that put mine to 
shame. Immediately, I wanted some¬ 
thing a bit more groovy, like a colored 
sail or headlights or something. Finally I 
found it: a 12-foot fiberglass Pacific with 
both a red and a blue stripe going across 
the nose and a sail with stripes, too. 

I sailed that 400-pound behemoth for 
two years before the stitching in the sail 
finally gave way. I would have destroyed 
the board, too, but it had this neat skeg 
that was attached to a bungie and piv¬ 
oted back if you hit something. When I 
finished sailing, I used to run right up on 
shore, while my envious companions 
had to disembark in the water to avoid 
ripping the tail off their boards. Heck, 
that's no way to impress anyone. 

By the time the ’80s arrived, 
boardsailing technology was ripping 


footstraps. Imagine the excitement of 
actually being attached to your board. 
When I got back home, I quickly sold the 
Pacific and got a board with footstraps. 

Since the wind on the local pond 
where I sailed would only reach nine 
knots on a good day, I had a devil of a 
time getting used to those things. I’d 
stretch my rear foot back as far as I could 
and just barely slip my big toe into the 
front strap-boy, this was sailing! This 
baby also had a movable mast track 
(which never worked), retractable dag¬ 
gerboard (which took both hands and a 
foot to move), and a sail with a batten. 

After I got the hang of going back and 
forth across this little pond several mil¬ 
lion times, I decided to head for the 
Columbia Gorge, where I heard the wind 
blew stronger than nine knots. Sure, like 
about 30 knots more. The first day, I 
couldn’t even get off the beach with my 
6.0m sail, so I bought a 4.4m and rigged it 
on my seven-foot boom. Hey, what’s a 
few extra feet of outhaul line among 
friends... 

With that 12-foot board, I had as 
much board bottom as sail area, and the 
wind would get underneath it and send 
me spinning sideways at every gust. I 
finally noticed that everyone else was 
sailing on slightly smaller models, so 
you know how it goes: when the going 
gets tough, the tough go shopping. 

I traded in my Queen Mary for a 
sporty little Aitken 911:10 solid feet of 
pink swirl plastic with three fins (to 
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CUTBACKS 

Old Board, New Board 


















this story is all about. One day as I was 
gently fondling my board out on the 
lawn, its bright orange color now faded 
to a dull salmon, a friend picked it up and 
pushed his thumbs down behind the 
footstraps. 

“Whoa, this baby is really trashed/’ 

“What do you mean, ‘trashed’?” I re¬ 
torted. 

“Well, feel these heel dents.” 

I did. 

“Yeh, well, I like to jump and those 
make for nice soft landings and I like 
them like that. Here, gimme that board!” 

“Well, if 1 were you, I’d sell that thing 
right now before it totally falls apart,” my 
friend yelled as he left. 

I didn’t give the matter much 
thought, since I still didn’t have $800 to 
spend on a new board. Several days 
later, 1 was out sailing in great swells, 
jumping as high as I could, and wincing 
each time 1 landed, hoping my board 
wouldn’t crack in half. 

After a particularly rousing session, I 
dragged myself to shore and sat around 
talking with friends when this fellow 
none of us knew joined in our conversa¬ 
tion. 


“Say, I’m looking to buy a used 
board,” he said. “Any of you guys know 
of one for sale, like maybe an 8’6” Cas¬ 
cade or something?” 


I glanced at my board, still dripping 
wet. “Well, I might sell you mine...” 
“How much?” 

“$300,” I said, just picking a number 


out of the sky.” 

“Sold.” 

“Huh?” 

Til buy it,” said the stranger. He 
handed me three $100 bills, unclipped 
my rig from the board, slipped it under 
his arm and walked off as 1 stood there 
stunned. 

Huh? 

An hour later 1 was standing in front 
of the Cascade Sailboard shop detailing 
how 1 wanted my new board to look and 
sail. “Ya, I want it pink and eight foot and 
fast and easy to turn and 1 want my name 
on the bottom in big letters so no one will 
want to buy it. And I need it tomorrow 
because 1 just sold my other board and I 
don’t have one to sail. And can I get this 
on the easy payment plan?” 

So after eight years on the water, I 
finally got my first custom board, some¬ 
thing Robby and Fred were born with, 
but I can tell you this: mine is special. 
There’s not another one like it in the 
world, and it’s the last board I’ll ever 
own. I’ve got a friend for life. I’ll never 
need anything else... 

Hey, what’s that board made of? 
Really? Where can I get one...? 

Eric Sanford is a free-lance writer who 
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BEACH CLOSED TO BOARDSAILING 

Sound familiar? Well if it doesn’t, it might soon! Throughout the country 
boardsailors are being turned away from their favorite beaches. Protecting vour right 
to free access is only one of the many ongoing projects at the USR\. The United States 
Boardsailing Association is a national, non-profit organization designed to assist yvu ... 
the boardsailor. Stay informed, join the USBA today. 

Please make checks payable to the USBA: Visa and Mastercard accepted. 
Membership fees: □ $10 Single □ S20 Family 

□ S50 Associate/Contributing □ S100 Corporate/Sustaining 

Name_ 
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. Date _ 



Signature. 


Mall Contributions to: USBA, Box 209, Newport. Rhode Island 028-tO 
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MORE SPEED, EARLIER PLANING! 
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PERMANENT, CLEAR SAILBOARD BOTTOM COATING 

PERFORMANCE BREAKTHROUGH - REDUCES DRAG BY UP T017 /o 

A board's surface naturally repels water. This causes turbulence and drag. The result: slower 
speeds, lost races and less fun. Speedskin binds an ultra-thin layer of.water to yourboara. 
This lubricating cushion reduces friction, turbulence and drag. For better performance, 
earlier planing and more speed, use SPEEDSKIN! 

Available at sailboard shops or through VERACHEM 
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DEALER INQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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Through careful engineering - 
composite construction with 
high modulus materials; 
reinforcement of high stress 
areas such as the footstrap 
inserts and skeg boxes - Ace 
Tec boards are light, stiff and 
strong. Ace Tec, the optimum 
technology for optimum 
performance. 


The EPS (expanded polysty¬ 
rene) core is extremely light 
and resistant to compression; it 
is bonded to the skin with a 
multi-component polyurethane 
resin. 


The most common causes of 
deck failure are a. high tensile 
loading and b. impact stress. 
One is caused mainly by fiat 
landings from jumps: the 
second results from heel 
pressure and from the rig 
striking the deck. Thus the 
deck of a board constructed in 
Ace Tec includes an impact 
resistant layer of the high 


Fiberglass doth in a multi- 
component polyurethane resin 
matrix. 


bottom failure is the high 
compressive loading resulting 
from flat landings from jumps. 
The bottom of a board built in 
Ace Tec includes a layer of 
AeroSpace quality carbon fiber. 
This material, with its high 
compressive strength and 
stiffness, also reduces speed¬ 
robbing vibration and flex. 


The outer skin of an Ace Tec 
board consists of thermo- 
formed ASA. The greatest 
strengths of this material are its 
resistance to localized impact 
and ultraviolet radiation, and its 
low coefficient of friction. 























In creating the Ace Tec Technology, the 
BIC Sport engineers have achieved a 
major breakthrough: boards that com¬ 
bine performance and reliability. Our 


research and development team has 
selected the two most sophisticated 
materials - carbon fiber and kevlar - 
which, in combination, give the 


Ace Tec line significant improvements 
in strength, stiffness and weight. 
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The fun starts here. 








